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TH£ 

NIGHT ADVENTURER. 



Don DIEGO, the heroic fubjed of this hi* 
ftory, was born at Talavera, a conGderal>lc towo 
in the kingdom of Toledo, feated on the banks 
of the Tagus. He was of noble extradion, and 
blefled with a handfome fortune ; fubjedt, in- 
deed, to fome irregular flights, but fuch as were 
only the efFeds of too much curiofity ; and of 
a generous temper, which put him upon things 
uncommon among other men. Nothing but 
afflidiofi had appeared in his houfe from his 
very infancy. His father )vas killed in a dueL 
His mother, more grieved for her lofs than ge* 
nerally the widows are in our days, who make 
{hift to ftay a year after their hi (band'e death 
before they marry again, was. fb hafty, that) 
there was fcarce a week between the news of 
her widowhood and her being again &(l in the 
honds of matrimoay. 
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2 THli NIGHT ADVENTURER. 

Our hero was the youngefl: of three brothers ; 
the eldeft fo wholly addided to fencing, that, 
by his continual handling of cold iron, he loft 
an eye; w-hich might have been no fmall ad- 
vantage towards making him a good markfman. 
The fecond brother placed all his hopes on the 
air, for, being an excellent tennis-player, he 
reckoned to make his fortune that way; but, 
among all the other faults in that game, he 
committed one never to be retrieved ; for ha- 
ving overheated himfelf, he fell into a pleuri fy, 
of which he died, leaving the poor balls and 
rackets deftitute of a real friend, who loved 
theni above his life. This youngeft brother we 
are to treat of, in his tender years, was called 
plain Don Diego ; but, when grown up, fome 
added the furnarae of Fly-Light, and others cal- 
led him Don Diego Love-Night ; becaufe he 
fled from light and only delighted in darknefs. 
At ten y£ars of age he was put to the Latin 
fchool,' where, though he advanced but little, 
yet he had the good luck not Jo grow pedantic. 
This fmall capacity was highly favoured by For- 
^ tune, who took care of him from his cradle. 
Scarce was he fixteen years of age before he 
was preferred to fome church-livings, which 
obliged him to refide at Toledo; a pleafing 
duty that compelled him to live in fo delightful 
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a place. Four years he continued under this 
reftraint ; but as foon as he could reckon twen- 
ty years of age, neither his duty, nor the many 
charms of that beautiful city, which are fuch as 
would engage the mod airy difpofitions, could 
in the lead prevail upon his. He fo delighted 
in rambling, that, to comply with his wxyider- 
ing inclination, he parted with his benefices, 
referving to himfelf fome pcnfions out of them, 
which, together with his own eftate, made up a- 
bout five or fix hundred pounds a-year. 

He left Toledo to fettle at Madrid, the ufual 
refidence of the Court of Spain ; and made 
choice of that quarter of the town which beft 
fuited with his humour, being a blind corner, 
remote from the concourfe of the people, where 
he bought a houfe that had two feparate apart- 
ments. The one of them he made choice pf 
for himfelf, fitting it up to his own extravagant 
fancy ; without altering the other, which how- 
ever he furniftied very handfomely, to entertain 
his friends upon occafion. The apartment he 
referved for himfelf was contrived after a very 
odd manner. He pulled down the upper fto- 
ries, and made it much lower than all the hou- 
fes about it, that they might ftielter it from the 
fun, which he mortally hated ; he alfo flopped 
up all the windows that could admit the leaft 
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4 THE NIGHT ADVENTUREH. 

glimpfc of day-light : The walls were hung with 
black baize, as condemned by him to perpetu- 
al moiirning. In (hort, it was more like a tomb 
for the dead than a manfion for the living. He 
-was a pafHonate lover of mufic, and delighted 
in nothing more than in iinging to his guittar; 
fo that, by continual praftice, he was become a 
match for the beft in that profeflion. He was 
fatisfied with what he had, difdaining any means 
of increafing it. His courfe of hfe was differ 
rent from all the reft of mankind, turning day. 
into night and night into day^ He never went 
abroad till it was quite dark, and as foon as 
ever he difcovercd the firft dawning of the day 
he hafted home. 

When he went to ramble about the ftreets^ 
though, in the darkeft nights, he took nothing 
with him but his fword, a targe^ hanging to his 
girdle, and fometimes a guittar in his hand. In 
thefc his midnight travels, Fortune threw in his 
way feveral adventures, which always proved 
kicky enough to him j at leaft he never came 
^with diOionour. 
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ADVENTURE I. 

About the middle of January, Don Diego 
Love-T^ight took a fancy, near eleven at night, 
to ramble the ftreets of Madrid, playing on his 
guittarj and at times finging fome diverting airs 
to his inftrument. He had not gone far from 
his houfc before he put himfelf into a pofture to 
fereflade a certain lady of his acquaintance; 
but calling to mind that he had given her that 
diverfton feveral times before, and cotifidering^ 
that malicious perfons might perhaps mifinter- 
pret his innocent intentions, and lay fome ble- 
mifh on the reputation of the perfon he defign- 
-cd to honour ; he went on, moving as flowly as 
genetally a mail does who is going againft his 
^ill. He paflrd on from x}ne ftreet to anothct, 
without any defign but to life exercife for his 
health, and to divert himfelf with finging and 
playing on his guittat when the fancy took him. 
Having traverfed a tonfiderable part of Madrid, 
^hen the clocks of the monafteries had jtift 
done ringing the religious to matins, which is 
always at twelve, he found himfelf in a part ot 
the town he was yet a ftranger to, and fhould 
have taken it for the real manfion of the G©d 
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6 THE NIGHT ADVENTURER. 

of Silence, had not he ftunibled on a dog that 
began to growl at him. At the fame time he 
heard a window open, and fomebody hem, as it 
were, to invite him to draw near. His heart 
was too tender to withftand fuch a temptation, 
fo that, flopping fhort, and Uftening with all his 
attention, he heard thefe words fpoken with a 
whifpering voice : " If it be you who yeftcrday 
" left this place with fuch tokens of the fatis- 
" faction you had received, why do you come 
*' fo late?" Don Diego was fomewhat ftartled 
at this queftion, but, yielding to his natural cu- 
riofity, anfwered ia the fame tone, " I am he, 
" open the door, and I will fatisfy you." No 
fooner had he fpoken thefe words, but he heard 
the door open, and fomebody faid to him, 
" Come in foftly." He did fo without hefita- 
.tion^ or confidering what the confequence might 
be, concluding fomething muil be ventured, ra- 
ther than let flip fo favourable an opportunity, - 
as he fancied Fortune here offered him. He 
was taken by the hand, and having been led 
through feveral doors, inftead of the loving em« 
braces he expefted, he found himfelf bafely laid 
hold of behind, his arms taken away, and 
brought into a fpacious room, where there"were 
two candles burning on the table. Then he 
found himfelf in the hands of four able, fellows, 
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who, by their countenances, promifed him no 
good afage. Looking about, he fpied a vene- 
rable old many who, in an angry tone, directing 
bis difcourfc to thofe who held our adventurer, 
faid, " Why did you bring him before me alive? 
" why did not you throttle him as he came in ?*' 
Then turning to the prifoner, " Barbarian," faid 
he, " I can never believe you are of noble ex- 
" tra<flion. Wicked man I What wrong could 
" this decrepit old age do you, that you fhould 
** fully its honour upon the brink of the grave, 
" >vhere the mod infamous perfons i efire to be 
" laid without taint or blemifh ! If you had any 
" caufe to thirft^after revenge upon me, why 
*^ did you not cxercife it on this remainder of 
** life, which is now expiring, and not on my 
" reputation, which ought to be evcrlafting ? 
" But your defign Was to treat me worfe than 
" an executioner would have done, depriving - 
** me of two lives at once. You were fenfible, 
" that in ftriking at my reputation, you dabbed 
" my heart. Your luft has done me a wrong 
" of fuch heinous nature, that though your life 
** falls a facrifice to me in this place, to atone 
" for your offence, yet you will evet remain 
** my debtor, and your death will rather ferve 
** for a terror to others than be a fatisfadion to 
** me. But away with him, let his throat be 
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8 THE OTOHT ADVENTURER* 

*• cut immediately, and his heart ripped out to 
"•• be thrown in his face, as a traitor. Yet be- 
^ fore you carry him off, call in that mad wo* 
^ man, that we may celebrate their nuptiab 
•• and funeral together." 

Whilft the old man paufed awhile, after 
fpeaking thefe words, in came a lady, whofe 
^yes and countenance were fo full of charms, 
that as foon as Don Diego fpied her, all ^he 
terrors of death he had conceived by the dread- 
ful decree of his ancient jud^e, were difpelled, 
ftnd gave way to the fatisfadion of admiring 
that beautiful objcdl. On the other hand, the 
lady feeing that ftranger in the hands of her 
brothers, was fo furprifed and concerned, that 
her bloed, flying up to her face, ^dded mnch 
luftre to her natural perfedion. Her father and 
brothers were amazed, an<t the prifoner ftood ii!!k 
^ rapture. There let us leave them awhile in 
that perplexity, to difcover whence it proceed- 
ed, 

A certain gentleman, whofe name was Don 
Frederick, fo great a darling of Nature and For- 
tune, that they feemed to contend who Ibould 
heap the greateft favours on him ; the latter 
having made him matter of a moft plentiful e- 
ftate, and the former derived him from a noble 
family, and endowed him with a generous foul, 
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tiftttoiTs inclinations, and a graceful perfom 
This gentleman was paffionately in love with' 
the beauty, ^it, and perfedtions of Fenicia, the 
hdy we lafl fpoke of, who, as (he triumphed is 
the conquefts (he had gained over the moft ac« 
compli(faed perfons about the court/ fo was (he 
herfelf fubdued b j the viftory (he had gained 
bver Don Frederick ; either that (he had ob-* 
ferved tnore worth in him, or that there was a 
greater fympathy between their fouls. 

They had tnanagedtfais mutual affeftion with 
foch fecrecy, that her father and brothers, 
though they dbferved her adUons moft narrow^ 
ly, could never difcover tlie leaft token of their 
femiliarity. But as it is a matter of the greatelt 
difficulty to fecure a happinefs which is in the 
power of another, who only ftudies how to de* 
ftroy it, fo was this difappointed and cut off, 
when ieaft expected, by the cunning and falfe- 
hood of Frederick ; for after a long codnterfeit 
(how of conftancy, attended with many fpeciouH 
*xpre(Rons of a fincere affedion, he obtained 
the laft favour of Fenicia, under a verbal pro- 
mrfe of marriage. No fooner had he gained 
this glorious conqueft, and by its amorous wealth 
been plentifully rewarded for his many (ighs 
and tears; but ht made Fenicia fen(ible, by ma- 
py %n$, that he had not the value for her (he 
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glimpfc of day-light : The walls were hung with 
black baize, as condemned by him to perpetu- 
al moiirning. In (hort, it was more like a tomb 
for the dead than a manfion for the living. He 
-was a paffionate lover of naufic, and delighted 
in nothing more than in finging to his guittar; 
fo that, by continual praftice, he was become a 
match for the heft in that profeflion. He was 
fatisfied with what he had, difdaiiiing ai^ means 
of increafing it. His courfe of hfe was differ 
rent from all the reft of mankind, turning day. 
into night and night into day^ He never went 
abroad till it was quite dark, and as foon as 
ever he difcovered the firft dawning of the day 
he hafted home. 

When he went to ramble about the ftreets^ 
though, in the darkeft nights, he took nothing 
with him but his fword, a targc^ hanging to his 
girdle, and fometimes a guittar in his hand. In 
thefe his midnight travels, Fortune threw in his 
way feveral adventures, which always proved 
lucky enough to him i at leaft he never came 
^withdiftionour. 
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ADVENTURE I. 

About the middle of Januaiy, Don Diego 
Love-T^ight took a fancy, near eleven at night, 
to ramble the ftreets of Madrid, playing on his 
guittarj and at times finging fome diverting airs 
to his inftrument. He had not gone far from 
his houfc before he put himfelf into a pofture to 
fereflade a certain lady of his acquaintance; 
t>ut calling to mind that he had given her that 
diverfton Teveral times before, and confidering^ 
that malicious perfons might perhaps mifinter- 
pret his innocent intentions, and lay fome ble- 
mifh on the reputation of the perfon he dfefign- 
nd to honour ; he went ot, moving as flowly as 
genetally a mail docs who is going againft h?s 
'will. He paflrd on from xme ftreet to anothct, 
without any defign bnt to tife exercife for his 
hcfalth, and to divert himfelf with iinging and 
playing on his guittar when the fancy took him. 
Having traverfcd a donfiderable part of Madrid, 
when the clocks of the monafteries had jtift 
done ringing the religious to matins, which is 
always at twelve, he found himfelf in a part ot 
the town he was yet a ftranger to, and fhould 
have taken it for the real manfion of the G©d 

B3 
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of Silence, had not he fturabled on a dog that 
began to growl at him. At the fame time he 
heard a window open, and fomebody hem, as it 
were, to iavite him to draw near. His heart 
was too tender to withftand fuch a temptation, 
fo that, flopping fhort, and iiftening with all his 
attention, he heard thefe words fpoken with a 
whifpering voice : " If it be you who yefterday 
" left this place with fuch tokens of the fatis- 
" faftion you had received, why do you come 
*' fo late?" Don Diego was fomewhat ftartled 
at this queftion, but, yielding to his natural cu- 
riofity, anfwered ia the fame tone, " lam he, 
" open the door, and I will fatisfy you." No 
fooner had he fpoken thefe words, but he heard 
the door open^ and fomebody faid to him, 
" Come in foftly." He did fo without hefita- 
.tion^ or confidering what the confequence might 
be, concluding fomething muft be ventured, ra- 
ther than let flip fo favourable an opportunity, 
as he fancied Fortune here offered him. He 
was taken by the hand, and having been led 
through feveral doors, inftead of the loving em- 
braces he expefted, he found himfelf bafely laid 
hold of behind, his arms taken away, and 
brought into a fpacious room, where therewere 
two candles burning on the table. Then he 
found himfelf in the hands of four able, fellows, 
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who, by their countenances, promifed him no 
good aftige. Looking about, he fpied a vene- 
rable old man,, who, in an angry tone, directing 
bis difcourfc to thofe who held our adventurer, 
faid, " Why did you bring him before me alive? 
" why did not you throttle him as he came in ?" 
Then turning. to theprifoner, " Barbarian," faid 
he, " I can never believe you are of noble ex- 
." tra<flion. Wicked man I What wrong could 
" this decrepit old age do you, that you fhould 
"fully its honour upon the brink of the grave, 
** where the mod infamous perfons i-efire to be 
** laid without taint or blemifh ! If you had any 
" caufe to thirftiafter revenge upon me, why 
*^ did you not cxercife it on this remainder of 
** life, which is now expiring, and not on my 
" reputation, which ought to be evcrlafting ? 
" But your defign was to treat- me worfe than 
" an executioner would have done, depriving 
** me of two lives at once. You were fenfible, 
" that in ftriking at my reputation, you dabbed 
" my heart. Your luft has done me a wrong 
" of fuch heinous nature, that though your life 
** falls a facrifice to me in this place, to atone 
" for your offence, yet you will evet remain 
** my debtor, and your death will rather ferve 
** for a terror to others than be a fatisfadion to 
** me. But away with him, let his throat be 
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*• cut immediately, and his heart ripped out to 
•" be thrown in his face, as a traitor. Yet be- 
'^ fore you carry him off, call in that mad wo* 
^ man, that we may celebrate their nuptials 
•• and funeral together.'* 

Whilft the old man paufed awhile, after 
speaking thefe words, in came a lady, whofe 
^yes and countenance were fo full of charmd, 
that as foon as Don Diego fpied her, all ^he 
terrors of death he had conceived by the dread- 
ful decree of his ancient jud^e, were difpelkd, 
find gave way to the fatisfadion of admiring 
that bcautiftii objedl. On the other hand, the 
lady feeing that ftranger in the hands of her 
brothers, was fo furprifed and concerned, that 
her bloed, flying up to her face, ^dded mnch 
luftre to her natural perfedion. Her father and 
brothers were amazed, an<l the prifoner ftood in 
i rapture. There let us leave them awhile in 
that perplexity, to difcover whence it proceed- 
ed. 

A certain gentleman, whofe name was Don 
Frederick, fo great a darling of Nature and For- 
tune, that they feemed to contend who fliould 
heap the greateft favours on him ; the latter 
having made him mafter of a moft plentiful e- 
ftate, and the former derived him from a noble 
family, and endowed him with a generous foul, 
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tirtttoifii inclinations, and a graceful perfom 
This gentleman was paffionately in love with' 
the beauty, ^it, and perfedtions of Fenicia, the 
hdy we lafl fpoke of, who, as (he triumphed is 
the conquefts (he had gained over the moft ac« 
eompli(faed perfons about ttie court, fo was (he 
herfelf fubdued b j the viftory (he had gained 
tover Don Frederick ; either that (he had ob-* 
ferved tnore worth in bim, or that there was a 
greater fympathy between their fouls. 

They had hianagedtfais mutual affeftion with 
foch fecrecy, that her father and brothers, 
though they dbferved her adlions moft narrow^ 
ly, could never difcorver tlie leaft token of their 
femiliarity. But as it is a matter of the greatell 
difficulty to fecure a bappinefs which is in the 
power of another, who only ftudies how to de* 
ftroy it, fo was this difappointed and cut off, 
when ieaft expected, by the cunning cuid falfe- 
hood of Frederick ; for after a long coiinterfeit 
(how of conftancy, attended with many fpeciouH 
*xpre(Hons of a fincere affedion, he obtained 
the laft favour of Fenicia, under a verbal pro- 
mrfe of marriage. No fooner had he gained ^ 
this glorious conqueft, and by its amorous wealth ' 
been plentifully rewarded for his many fighs 
and tears, but ht made Fenicia fen(ible, by ma- 
py %nsy that he had not the value for her (he 
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deferved ; and (he perceived by his behavibUT 
that (he had but too much caufe to repent of 
fvhat (he had done. In fine, fhe di&overed fo 
much coldnefs and fo much impatience in him 
to be gone, after the accomplifhment of his will, 
that fhe began to miflruft his performing the 
proteflations he had made her. When he was 
gone, fhe began to refledl on the fault (be had 
committed, and to apprehend fhe was deluded 
by Frederick ; defpair feized her heart, and fhe 
was in a labyrinth of confuiion. The remain- 
ing part of the night, and the next day, fhe wai 
fo troubled with the thoughts of this afF^r, that 
at ni^t, when the time drew neat about which 
Frederick was to return, fhe refolved,. though 
not without much difficulty, to make knowa 
her misfortune to her father and brothers, to 
prevent more fatal confequences ; that in cafe 
Frederick would break his promife, and not 
ftand to bis word, they might advife together 
x>£ the means to compel him. 

They were DO flrangers to Don Frederick's 
»ame or quality, but they knew not his perfon. 
This both incenfed and confounded them ; yet 
they lofl not much time in confulting, or be- 
wailing their misfortune, but confidering the 
diftemper was delperate, they refolved to apply 
a.:defperate remedy, and. to treat Don Frede^ 
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tick, as, through miftake, they were now going 
to ule the innocent Don Diego. Fortune de* 
figning to make her fport of him, brought him 
under Fenicia's windows, juft at the time (he 
wa« upon the watch, expecling the approach of 
her ungrateful lover; her trouble, and the dark- 
nefs of the night, made her incapable of diftin- 
guifhing betwixt the true perfon and 'the falie. 
As foon as fhe heard (lie thought it was Frede- 
rick, and upon that notion fpoke thofe words 
which charmed poor Don Diego, and engaged 
him in the danger where we left him^ 

Fenicia*s father and brothers were refolved 
to make Frederick marry her, either by his con- 
fent or by force; or at leaft to wa(h out the 
(lain he had laid on their honour with his blood; 
However, for the better managing of the affair, 
and left Frederick (hould take a prejudice to 
Fenicia, they agreed (he (hould pretend not t© 
have difcovered the fecret ; and that as it were 
to excufe and refcue him out of the hands of 
her brothers, (he (hould pofitively affirm, that 
was none of the perfon* who was with her the 
flight before ; that fo he might imagine their 
familiarity had^ been difcovered by the indifc 
eretionor fkliehood of a fervant, who^was in>. 
-trufted with the fecret of their love, ' ■ 
*^-Xhu8. J^Qoiciji,' ftartled to fee a^ perioa uaw 
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known to her taken in the fnare (he had laidT 
for Frederick, inftead of the diffimulation and 
artifice concerted among them, delivered her- 
felf with all poffible fincerity, faying, " Brothers, 
" you are miftaken ; this man you ufe fo ill, and 
" wrong fo much, is none of the peribn yoa. 
"" look for. This is not Frederick. Good God t 
^* what a prodigious fcandal is this after fo great 
" a mivsfortime. I confefs I tranfgrefled moil 
*• heinoufly the laft night, and. brought a great 
** fcandal upon your reputation ; but now our 
" fliame will be made known, fince we have 
•* acquainted this man with it, who will never 
" fail to divulge it." 

The brothers v/ere amazed to hear her, and 
whifpered ^ne another, " How notably (he dif- 
" fembles,. (he does it as if. flie fpoke truth.'* 
Sht perceiving their double millake, endeavour- 
ed all (he could to undeceive them, by repeat- 
td oaths and prote(!ations, till at lail they be- 
gan to gaze upon one another, without Ipeak.. 
ing a word, as not knowing what to think, of 
that bufinefs. Don Diego, on the other hand, 
xonfirmcd Fenicia*is alTcrtions, alleging they took 
hxm for another, for he had never been near 
^teirhoufe before ; thai his name was Don Dir 
ego, and he belonged to the clergy, and thercw 
iu^ iacapabk of nxar^ing; whereupon h« p.uU- 
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lid ooit of his pocket foiDe letters and other pa« 
pers, which proved the truth of his words. The 
old man, father to Fenicia, was highly incenfed 
at his daughCf^c, as the c&ufe of all thefe unluc- 
ky accidents. 

Love-Night by this^ time began tp breathe 
more freely, believing he might now exped to 
jbe reftored to hk hberty i but fortune being re- 
iblved to make trial of his courage, charged him 
jSgaiQ with freih terrors. Fenicia's brothers m a 
xage tQ be thus impofed upon, and at this ua» 
known perfon's being made acquainted with. 
their (hame, confulted together bow to remedy 
this inconveniency ; and tlieir debate being near 
Don I>iego, he could hear them talk of murder- 
ing him, the eldeil making the propofal. and the 
reft confenting to it. " We are unfortunate,'* 
&id he«/* in all our undertakings ; we have di(l 
" covered all our (harae before this man, who 
'• Wili.tet it abroad everywhere as fopn as it is 
.•* day f. to revenge. t,he affiont we have offered 
." him. There is no ilopping here, let us pro 
.^ ceed : We will lead liim our, now it i^ night, 
.** to forae by pliice .i\ear the town waU, and 
•* cut his throat at tlxe do<;r of fume bawdy* 
(♦* boiife^ it will never, be known who commit* 
,** ted the fkci ; and thus we may fccure our- 
^^ jTeLves againii the di%race our familjr adg)at 
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" lie under." Sf)me debates arofe upon thiB 
bloody propofal, but at length they all confent- 
ed to it. 

* Don Diego ftill fpoke not a word, hoping, if 
they carried hiiw out of the houfe without hold- 
ing, he might either fave himfelf by his heels 
flying, or by his hands defending himfelf ; but 
the defign being m^ide known to the good old 
man by the mod companionate of the confpi- 
rators, he drew near Don Diego with his fvvord 
in his hand, and trembling, faid to him, " Sir, 
** I repofe more confidence in your difcretion 
** than my fons can do in your death. Be- 
" gone, in the name of God ; fear no more 
" harm than what has been already done you* 
" I beg your pardon, and heartily entreat yom 
^' to pity my juft forrow, and to grant that the 
" infamy of my houfe may ever lie buried ia 
" the fecrecy of your generous heart." 

This faid, he reftored him his fword and guit- 
tar, both taken from him at his coming in ; and 
leading him, without any noife, to the ftreet 
door, offered to fend fomebody to wait on him, 
as far as he pleafed. Don Diego returned 
thanks, and promifed he would never make 
known to any perfon the misfortune of his 
houfe. Having efcaped this imminent danger, 
jtie madp a vow to be lefs :Curious. £pr ike future^ 
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and never to go into a-pkce be did not know ; 
but he kept not his promife ; for when a^ man 
is once out of the mire, he never thinks of it 
again* He direded his courfe homeward, and 
finding himfelf ftill under fome diforder, pro- 
ceeding from the fright he had been put into, 
he thought fit to allay it with tnufic ; and ac- 
cordingly, after fome harmonious difcords ftruck 
upon his guittar, that inllrument allowing of as 
many difcords as concords, he feconded it with 
his voice, finging as follows : 

SONG. 

I. 

As foon as fair Aurora wakes. 

And fpreads her blufhes red as fire, 
His journ^ brighter Phoebus takes. 

Your beauty to admire* ' 

II. 

Your eyes the glorious ftars outfhine. 
Their rays afford us warmth and lights 

Your prefende makes the day divine, 
Your abfence difmal night. 

III. 

No planet will pretend to fhow 

His bead, when once your beams appear; 
AH then is here ferene below, 
^ " - And ail above iis cka». 'J 
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IV. 

The tan to Jove does oft complain^ 

^ad-at your might j pow'r repinest 
J<>r that your ey^$ light land and mau!^ 

And l)reed the gold la mines* 

V, 

The bcav^ttf, wfatch life to all thii^ gfve^ 

Admire their woslEunanihip in you ; 
But th' envious moon in fpite does gricTe^., 

ft.nd mourns in fahle hue. 

Vt 

The lilies, touch'd hy your fair hand/ 
Do blufh to think they're not fo white^ - 

Rofcs look pale, when near you ftand» . 
And ihame them with your fight. 

VII. . ■ ^ 

All thefe perfe6lionf, all thefe charm?^ . 

Ungrateful coynefa will deftroy, 
Unlefs you yield to Cupid'i arms, 

And his delights enjc^ 

vnr. 

Then do liot priftife how to fcom. 

But all difdainful thoughts remove, . 
The man to worfhip you was born, 

Him you were born toiove. 

As he concluded his long, he found hinifelf 
at his own door; and al the fame time l^ied a 
man, who had followed Imix clof^ at the heels 
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mil the way from Fenicia's hoiife, and, ftepplng 
«p to him, faid, " A word with you, Sr." ^Don 
Diego was fomewhat furprifed at this fight, b^ 
lieving it was one of Fenicia's mad brothers, 
who, contrary to his father's command, was 
come to execute the fentcncc there pronounced 
jigainft him, and by that me^s to. make known 
the difhonour of his family ; becaafe in ail hke^ 
•Jihood whatfoever pafled betwixt them could 
not be done without noife. However, feeing 
but one fingle man, he would not roufe any of 
^is ferrants, le£k he might think he was afraid, 
or fufped be deligned him foul play. He went 
boldly up to him, with tds fword in his hand, 
but not drawn, beeaufe the other had not yet 
declared himfeif an enemy; and aQcing what 
bufinefs be had with him, underftood be wa» 
Frederick, that fortunate loTer, who had trU 
umphed over Fenicia's honour, and having been 
engaged in fome bulinefs of high confequence, 
could not repair to her till juft Don Diego waa 
coming out. This accident bad ftartled him 
Tery much, as believing that none but himielf 
had admittance into that hou£b, which occalion*. 
ed a jealoufy in him, and mfcdving to dear fails 
doubts, he had followed Love*Night, to dilbo^ 
ver who he was ; till feeing him jufl ready t<^ 
go into his houfe, be called upon him to kxkaff 
his curiofity. 
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Urged on by jealoufy, he forgot all civility 
upon this occafion ; fo that as foon as Don Di- 
ego was turned to him, he urged him to draw 
with fome abufive language. Love-Night, pro- 
voked by his infolent words, threw down his 
guittar on the ftones, which returned a found as 
if it complained of his unkindnefs^ This done^ 
he' immediately put himfelf into a pofture to 
chaftife the rafhnefs of his adverfary, whom he 
foon made fenfible that he was better (killed at 
his weapons than he, or at lead more fortunate, 
for Frederick wanted neither flcill nor courages 
Don Diego prefled hard upon him, and gave 
him two home thrufts, which were, a fufficient 
good proof of thfe ftrength of bis arm, and made 
him drop, crying out, " I am a dead man." 
Love-Night feeing him in this deplorable coi>. 
dition, and alipoft fpeechlefs, took pity on his 
misfortune, caHed up bis fervants, had light 
brought out, and removed the unhappy gentle, 
man into that apartment of his houfe he had 
referved for ftrangers. There he was laid on a 
good bed, though then he feemed to be fitter 
for the grave. A pried and furgeon were fent 
for, who both performed the duty of their func- 
tion almoft at the fame time. The wounded 
man coming to himfelf, owned his ralhnefs, de- 
claring he had been the aggreflbr, to clear his 
adverfary. Don Diego, on the other hand, be- 
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iog willing to calm Don Frederick's thoughts, 
and remove the ill impreffion he had received 
as to Fenicia*s fidelity, gave him the whole hi- 
ftory of the danger he had been in at herhoufe, 
on his account, being taken for him, and in the 
utmoft hazard of lofing his life at the hands of 
her father and brothers. When he had ended 
his relation, he reprefented to him how perfidi- 
ous an adlion it would be to deceive fuch a 
beautiful lover, who had fuffered herfelf to be 
perfuaded by his fair words^ and to be con- 
quered by his merit. la (hort, he charged it fp 
home ta his conference, and fpoke fo feelingly 
to his foul, fho wing the wrong he did to fo 
many perfons, and the danger he run in having 
four brothers for his profefTed enemies, that he 
prevailed with him to proteft, in the prefence 
of all. that were there, that be would perform 
his promife made to Fenicia as foon as reco- 
vered. 

Heaven heard and feconded this juft vow; 
for from that moment he began vifibly to reco- 
ver, and not long after was as good as his word. 
To this effedl he defired Don Diego, with whom 
he had contraded a fingular friendihip, to go 
vifit Fenicia from him, and give her frefli aflu- 
rances of his fidelity ; ftill refcrving it to him- 
felf to give her an account fome other time of 
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the encounter betwixt them, for fear ihe flio^uM 
be in trouble about his recovery. LoTe-Night 
thought it a great happinefs that he was pitch* 
ed upon to deliver fo pleafiog a meflage to the 
Jady. 

He went to her houfe, and found her labour- 
ing under the greatell affli^ion, becaufe fhe hstA 
never heard of her Frederick fince flie refignei 
up her honour to him. She was fick a-bed, and 
her father in the fame condition, both of them 
tjverwhelmed with grief, begging of Heaven, 
what was not in the power of ttian to giratit, 
Vhich Wtts either death, or the retrieving df 
'<heir honour. Fenicia's foar brothers, enrdgeA 
m the affront they thought all the world couM 
l-ead on their faces, hearing no news of the pei% 
fon who had fo dilflionoured them, believed he 
had abfented himfelf, and upon this fuppofitioh 
refolved to difperfe tlienifelves, and to go to iSN 
veral places, in hopes to meet and take a Woody 
Kvenge for their wrong. 

As Fenicia and her father were difcouifing a^ 
bout their difafter, defpairing of ever receiv- 
ing any fatisfa=6Hon, Love Night entered their 
chamber with a joyful countenance, which tel> 
tified the good news he brought them. No 
doubt but the two lick perfons were amazed to 
fee him, as not knowing what defign could btmg 
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him thither. To eafe them of their pain and 
anxiety, he fuccindtly related the occafion of his 
Tifit, and gave them fuch aflurances of the truth 
of his words, that Fenicia and her father, ravi(h» 
ed witi excefs of joy, believed this was fomc 
miracle or enchantment, confidering that the. 
perfon, whom, but a few days before, they 
would have put to death, was now come to re- 
ftore them to life. They received him a^ an. 
angel, and returned thanks to Heaven for ha- 
ving pitied their mitfortunes. From that time 
Fenicia recovered her former graces, which had 
{ufTered much by her afflidions, the good old 
man revived, and Frederick, being perfedly cu- 
red, went with Don Diego to ratify the promife 
he had brought from him. His prefence gave 
Fenicia fre/h life, and he faluted her father as a 
fon-in-law, and her as his bride. Meflengers 
were inftantly fent to recal her brothers, who 
being fummoned to be prefent at the recovery 
of their honour, hafted to Madrid. Frederick's 
kindred and friends were invited, and, by a ge- 
neral confent, their nuptials were celebrated, to 
the fatisfadion of all parties concerned ; where 
Don Diego was honoured as a principal gueft, 
for having been the chief caufe of tliat happy 
iiicpef^. 
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ADVENTURE II. 

The memory of paft accidents might have 
been a fufficient warning to Don Diego for the 
fecuring of his future quiet ; but the dangers- 
he had efcaped could not reftrain him from 
continuing his extravagant cuftoms. The glory 
he had acquired by his late efcape made him 
hope he ftiould be no lefs fuccefsful in other ad- 
ventures. After the marriage of Frederick he 
ftaid at home fome time, indulging fuch com- 
mendable diverfions as other men are wont to 
take ; but foon gave way again to his unruly 
temper, Amazor's good advice being of no force 
to reftrain him. 

This Amazor was a perfon of learning and 
experience, under whofe tuition Don Diego 
had fpent fome part of his younger years, and 
learned all he knew of literature and civil con- 
verfation. Nor was he to blame, though he 
had not been more fuccefsful in his pupil, as 
having never omitted any thing in his power to 
reftrain him ; but it is almoft impoflible for hu- 
man forefight to gain the afcendant over a mind 
fo much addifted to its perverfe habits as that 
of Don Diego. Amazor neverthelefs refolr- 
ed to make another trial, and endeavour by 
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new perfuafions to fubdue that rebellious tem- 
per. He waited for a fair opportunity, and dif- 
eourfed him after this manner : 

" Don Diego/' faid he, " you give me juft 
" occafion to reckon myfelf the moft unfortu- 
" nate of all men of my profeffion. After fo 
" many years fpent in your company ; after fo 
" many admonitions and remonftrances as I 
** have made, and fo many examples as I have 
" laid before you, I muft ftill be reproached 
" with not having been able to corred the per- 
•* verfe inclinations of your infancy, as not ha- 
" ving Jed you in the paths of virtue. Muft I 
** lofe the juft reward I could hope for my la- 
" bours in making you a good man ? Shall I, 
" inftead of that due reward, fee myfelf expofed 
" to the refledlions of all that either fee or hear 
*' of the unaccountable life you lead, who will 
'* charge me with negled in employing that lit- 
*' tie ikill Lhave in educating youth ? But lay. 
** ing afide what concerns me, have not you 
** fenfe enough to perceive that you are the 
** fport of all companies, and the fcorn of all 
" your equals?. Do not you obferve that every 
•* body rails at the extravagant and ridiculous 
^ way you have found of paffing away your life, 
** fo difierent from the reft of mankind ? It may 
^ truly be faid you are of a black and dark dif- 

3 
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*' pofitian, fince it makes you hate ahd fbim 
*' day-Hghty which 19 fo plieafing to all the worid. 
•* Were there any pretence to excufe thi^ mad* 
*' jieft ; had you any amoroujs intrigues to pre- 
" wil with you to lore the darknefs of the 
•*^ r^ight as you do, none would wonder at it ; 
•* nay, you would be thought difcreet, as fup- 
" pofing you made ufe of that time to conceal 
** your affections, and prevent the fcandal they 
•J might give ; but to fuflfer yourfelf, without, 
** any occafio^i, to be led a\^'ay by fo um^eafon-' 
•* ^ble a humour, which is prejudicial to your 
•* health, and hourly expofe your life to dan- 
" gets, as appears by your laft adventure, is too, 
** vifible a madnefs, and which cannot any way 
•* be palliated. If you continue any longer 
** thefe extravagant night rambles, you will 
•* foon be involved in fome deplorable raisfor- 
** tune, and perhaps lofe both your life and ho- 
•* nour, which is a double death. The affedtion 
" I have always bore you, obliges me to give 
, ** you this gne admonition more, that, if after it 
•* you come to any difafter, as you are in the 
•* ready way to it, none may have occafion to* 
•* fey, you wanted advice aqd admonitions to- 
'* give over, but rather that it may be known- 
•* you were the only caufe of your own calami-- 
'* ties. For my own part, I quit you and your 

4 
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** houfe ; I will not be a witnefs to the mifchiefs 
" that threaten you, nor fee my time, labour, 
" and inftrudlions, fo ill beftowed." 

This faid, he made to the door to be gone, 
and leave the houfe ; but Don Diego inter po- 
fed, endeavouring to flop him. Thus they ftrug- 
gled together through affedion, not in anger. 
At laft Don Diego promifed to reform, and fol- 
low his advice. As a proof of his fincerity, he 
laid by his arms, and for two days led quite an- 
other fort of life than he was wont to do, like 
the reft of mankind, making ufe of night and 
day, according to the courfe of nature. But 
this method being a conflraint upon his hu- 
mour, the very third night he began to repent 
him of well-doing, and, being reftlefs in his bed, 
to deteft Amazor*s feverity ; calling him a fran- 
tic pedant, a tyrannic ufurper over his liberty, 
and a thoufand other opprobrious names. Thus 
was he diverting himfelf when he heard a coach 
in the ftreet, which flopping near his houfe, 
gave him the opportunity of delighting his ears 
with the mufic of a lute. He got up and went 
to the window, and foon after a charming voice, 
which feemed to be a woman's, fang to the in- 
flruroeat as follows : — 
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SONG. 

I. 
Go nimble thought, take flight 

To him that has my heart, 
Afk why he (huns my fight. 

To him my griefs impart. 

IL 

Fly thought, and quickly find 

The iflue of my fate. 
Whether lie ftill is kind, - 
' Or now begins to hate. 

III. 

See if he does not (hare 

That heart which fhould be inine, 
With any other fair, 

Whom now he thinks divine. 

IV. 

Then4)ack to me again, 

And tell if falfe he prove. 
For 'twill not ^vc me pain. 

But cure me of my love. 

After thefe verfcs, the fame voice fung others, 
T)ut all of them fo fatirical and biting, that all 
who beard them were extremely fcandalized, 
and particularly a courtezan, or woman of the 
town, that lived near Don Diego, to whom 
they were directed, and, who lillened to them, 

2 
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or at leaft might have done fo. She was a 
friend to, and under the protedtion of our ad* 
venturer, and therefore he carefully obferved 
every word that might offend her. This put 
him again into another fit of curfing Ainazor*s 
advice. He drefled himfelf in a hurry, laid hold 
of his target and fword, made by the famous 
Hernandez of Toledo, and without (laying to 
button his coat, or tie up his garters, flew out 
of his houfe like lightning, to find out the 
perfon that had fung that fcandalous lampoon 
upon his neighbour. He was fo entaged, that 
though the coach was then got far off, he foon 
overtook it, all in a fwcat. He never gave over 
calling out till he made the coachman flop, and 
then let fly fuch a peal of foul language againft 
thofe who were in it, that had they not been 
lewd people, and ufed to fuch falutes, much 
blood muft have been (hed. They, inftead of 
falling into a paflion, laughed heartily, and 
broke many jefts upon his perfon^ his words, 
and the drefs he was in, and bidding the coach- 
man drive on, left Don Diego quite befide him- 
felf, and out of breath, his paflion had fo heat- 
ed him. However, he had flill flrength and 
folly enough to run after the coach, and ob- 
fcrve where it* flopped, defigning to take a more 
convenient time to feek his fatisfadioDi with leis 
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danger to himfelf, and more difgrace to her who 
had done the wrong. 

Let us now unravel this myflery, and difco- 
ver who thefe perfons were, for the better un- 
derftanding of our ftory. The lady whom Don 
Diego proteded, was Carcelia, and fhe who 
came to provoke her, Fauftina, both of them fo 
much alike in their life, cuftoms and condition, 
that what was faid in commendation or difpraife 
of the one might be fitly applied to the other. 
Don Diego, upon this occafion, fhowed his wit 
and art, for he found means to get a copy of 
thofe fatirical verfes, the contents whereof had 
fo nettled Carcelia, and thought that changing 
the name of Carcelia into that of Fauftina, 
they would be fufficiently altered, and flie be a- 
bundantly mortified with her own weapons. In 
ftiort, he had juft caufe to admire his projeft ; 
for, reading the verfes, he found them fo pat to 
his purpofe, that he fufpeded the author of 
them had given a good proof of his malicious 
wit ; for, under pretence of falling foul on Car- 
celia, he abufed Faufiina in the higheft degree, 
making her own tongue and voice the inftrU- 
ments to publifli her lewdnefs, and other vices 
of her irregular life. 

Don Diego imparted his defign to fome per- 
fons much better difpofed to purfue any fcan- 
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dalous undertaking, than to approve of fuch as 
was virtuous. They heightened his pafiion, 
magnifying the wrong, and offered to have a 
fhare in executing his revenge. In this grave 
council it was decreed, that they would give a 
ferenade with all forts of ridiculous inltrumcnts, 
whiph were two fow-gelder*s horns, two tinker's 
whittles of feveral (izes, two cracked bells, two 
rattles of different magnitudes, two guittars, and 
^wo fiddles out of tune, without Frets, and play- 
ed on by unfkilful hands, and fome kettles, one 
bigger than another, to make thelSiore com- 
plete fet of mudc. 

It^m^ That there fhould be a dialogue com- 
pofed hi verfe, to be fpoken by two young men, 
the one reprefenting Fauftina, and the other her 
fifter Fopea, clothed as near their ordinary ha^* 
bit as might be. 

.; That the fubjed of the dialogue fhould be a 
falling out between the two fillers, by which 
means they might expofe the truth of their fcar>- 
dalous life. 

That this dialogue fhould be got by heart by 
fuch as had a ftrong voice, and could pronounce 
it diftindly. 

That there fhould be feveral formal reheaF- 
fals of it, before the folemn day, for fear of be- 
ing out«. 

C3 
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That Don J>iego &oiild provide a comical 
tiiumphai cbariotf of the nature of thofe ufed 
in Shrovetide, which was to be all; befet . witb 
lighted flambeaux, the better to fhow the per- 
ions within ;. the &id open chariot to ferye for a 
theatre to recite the dialogue.. 

That the chariot (hould b^ placed before Fau^^. 
ftina's windowsi which (be ihould be obliged to 
open by fair or foul means, that ihe might iiot 
pretend to be ignorant of the aflfront done 
her. . ■ ,, -. ^ 

Amidft &) many xnadm^n ^et in raniultatio^ 
there happened to be one wifer than the reft^ 
who u(ed a thoufand good arguments to divert 
them from this folly, reprefenting the fcandal it 
would give ; but there being nobpdy to fecond 
hiTOt his good advice was rewarded with a ge- 
neral laughter, and he for ever baniflied their 
fociety. Next they made choice of the beft 
poet in the company to compofe the dialogue, 
which was ftufied with all the ribaldry and in- 
famous abuiive language his mufe could infpire, 
to the great iatisfadion of Don Diego and his 
aflbciates. 

This important and grave declamation requi- 
ring to be well conned, there were abundance 
of merry meetings, fuppers and collations, to 
this purpofe, at Don Diego's houfe, and at his 
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expence, wherein Bacchus was always prefideni: 
inftead of Apollo. When all thcfe choice ac^ 
tofs had got their parts, and were prepared to 
play their droll, Don Diego would have them 
make the Tail rehearfal in the prefence of Car- 
celia, who, with niany othef nymphs of her 
own damp, repaired to his honfe; where after a 
plentiful collation, Ihe prefided at this folemn 
ad, and gave her advice where (he thought any 
thing might be added or left out of this infolent 
piece of revenge, which (be looked upon as a 
juil pani(hmqnt. The work having flood tbiy 
wife cenfure, and being judged fit to appear in 
public, it wat ordered to be performed the next 
night without any funher delay,, for fear the fe- 
cret fhould be divulged, and come to the know* 
ledge of the parties concerned, who being back- 
ed by the power of their protedors, that were 
great and numerous, might not only difappoint 
the projedl; but make examples of the co&^ 
triversv 

About midnight they began ta provide all 
the inftruments defigned for this hellifli fere- 
nade, but without any noife, their intention be- 
ing not to difturb any body, but fuch as had the 
ill fortune to live near enough the ladies men- 
tioned in the dialogue, for whom the entertain- 
ment was contrived. The ridiculous xpa^bine 
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of the triumphal chariot began to move, being 
drawn by fix ftately couriers, commonly called 
porters, who, coming near the end of their jour- 
ney, quite fpent with toil and thirft, found all 
their labour was in vain, and their progrefs dif- 
appointed, the end of the ftreet where their bu- 
finefs lay being barricadoed. The cafe was, 
that a gentleman of the greateft quality, who 
lived in that ftreet, being dangeroufly ill, had, 
with the magiftrates leave, caufed pofts to be fet 
lip in the ftreet with raik acrofs thera, to hinder 
carriages paffing that way, and difturbing his 
ireft. Don I>iego and his ^ang made a halt, 
and after beftowing a plentiful peal of curfes a- 
gainfl. the rails, rcfoived to force them, and go 
through with their enterprife. This was foon 
done ; for every man putting his hand to the 
"work, they had it all down in a moment. 
- The machine was now near the place where 
the fcwrilous droll was to be aded, when the 
fick gentleman's fteward arrived, attended by 
the chief of the fetvants, who had been at the 
apothecary -s for fome medicines they had been 
to fee prepared, according to the dodlor's pre- 
scription. They, much furprifed to find the 
barrier thrown down, and to hear fuch a dread- 
ful noife in the ftreet, went up to the likelieft 
perfons in the gang, and very courteouity ac- 



THE NIGHT ADVENTURMt. 33 

qnatnted them, that their mafter was very lick, 
that he was fuch a man of quality, and there- 
fore defired them to withdraw without making 
aoy more noife. Thofe who heard this account 
could return no anfwer till they had firft con- 
fulted Don Diego as their chief; who being cal- 
kd to them, put them off with good word9, 
which took no effefl:. As foon as the fervants 
were got into their houfe, Don Diego's conipa- 
nions began to clear up their inftruments, mak^ 
iiig fuch a helli(h noife as alarmed all the flreet^ 
The poor fick gentleman, who had his phyfi^ 
eian watching by him, inquiring wiiat fudden 
florm this was^ bis fervants told him what they 
bad met. Immediately all the fervants were 
called up, footmen, grooms, coachmen, and all 
the reft,;who were very numeiV^us;..and under^ 
Handing the infolency committed againft.the 
sefpeS: due t<x their mailer, and the regard to 
his ixidifpofition, prepared to go lay thofe tur- 
bulent fpims by dint of fwords, of balberts, and 
all other weapons that came to hand, and paf- 
fion provided^ In this.pofture they fallied out 
upon them, and the- flambeaux being lighted, 
and the dialogue beginning, they made diredly 
to the chariot, which they broke in pieces^ oVeN 
turning all that were in it. Don Diego and bis 
guard came up immediately to their refcue, and 
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there cnfued a furious fray, many heads broken^ 
and limbs maimed on both fides. Having thu» 
Tented their choler, they parted by confent, and 
eatery one carried off the blows he had got. 

Eauftina and Popca, who were at their winw 
^ows, being informed that this wonderful con- 
cert was provided for them, returned joyfully 
to bed, for having been fo glorioufly revenged^ 
without knowing any thing of the matter. How- 
ever, their joy was not lafting ; for fo great was^ 
the authority of the fick gentleman, their neigh- 
bour, that he, underftanding that their infamous^ 
life was the caufe of thofe .night difturbances,. 
complained to the magiilrates, who banifhed 
them the court ; and thus the fecond affront 
was worfe than the firft. Some of the comba» 
tants on both fides were fecureda^d fined; 
Don Diego, who was the contriver of all thi«^ 
trouble, flipt his neck out of the halter, pre>- 
tending he, was to be tried by another court,, 
and having powerful friends ; for, excepting - 
this extravagancy of night> rambling, he was a 
pleafant companion. Thus lae faved himfelf 
out of the clutches of fome little griping officers 
of juftice, who would gladly have laid hold of 
him, or rather of his puife, to get a good fqueeze 
out of it* 
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ADVENTURE lU, • 

An^zoRf vexed within himfelf at this fecond 
mad adventure of Don Diego, and finding he 
was delivered from the purfuit of the officers, 
though not without much trouble, and many 
weary fteps, refolved to rid himfelf of all the 
vexation his pupil's extravagancy gave him. 
He apprehended the world laid all Don Diego's 
follies to his charge, as having been his tutor; 
and therefore to clean himfelf ffom that faltb 
imputation, thought him&if obliged ta with- 
draw from his company, that he roighegive a 
public demonfiration of his diflike to that dif- 
orderly eourfe of life. He acquainted Don 
Diego with Ws defign, who was not now of the 
fame mind he bad been before, when he made 
the fame propofal; but inftead of endeavouring^ 
\o diffuade, and oppofe his departure, as he did 
the other time, now gave him his way, and told 
him very coldly, ** That he was his own mafter, 
** and might do as he thought fit." Amazor 
furprifed to be thus taken at his word, was ob* 
liged in honour to do as he faid,"" and went off 
accordingly. Very fc^ days were paft, be- 
fore he perceived that his pofitivenefs^oft him 
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dear ; he knew not before what it was to live 
upon his own, nor was he fenfible of being main- 
tained by another; whilft he enjoyed it, he 
thought nothing of it ; for we never truly un- 
derftand the value of things till we have lo&^ 
them. 

Being weary of thefe burdens, and willing ta 
be eafed of thenn, he applied himfelf to fome^ 
perfons of note, who had an infkience over Doa 
Diego, to reconcile him to his pupit again^ and 
get him reftored to his houfe in the fame con- 
dition he was before. It was a difficult matter 
to obtain this favour, unlefs to Amazor*s difad- 
vantage; for it was upoa condition that be 
Ihould lofe the authority of a tutor, that evecy 
one might Hve after his own faftiion ; that there 
ihould be a liberty of behaviour, and that one 
ihould not find fault with what the other did.. 
' For the better performance of thefe articles, A-r 
•. mazor was to lodge in a different part of the 
boufefrom Don Diego. On thefe terms, peace, 
. was concluded, Don Diego thinking it a great 
happinefs that he had Ihaken off the yoke of] 
this pedantic jurifdidion, as he ftyled. the go- 
vernment of Amazor. 

Don Diego's natural inclination to finging, 
and playing oa mufical infli^uments, and the 
continual prgdice of it, had rendered him a gre^t 
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proficient, even among the baft mailers ; and it 
being a certain rule, that like inclinations pro- 
duce friendftiip, he became familiarly acquaint- 
ed with a young lady, fo perfeftly (killed in 
nofic, that Ihe might be reckoned a tenth mufe. 
He engaged himfelf fo deep in her affedion, and 
fo entirely devoted himfelf to it, that he quitt 
forgot all his other affairs. Wbatfoever proofs 
he could give her of his pafEon, yet he never 
obtained any other favour from her than what 
modeft Gonverfation would allow ; and that al- 
ways before other women. He fpent a whole 
fpring and fummcr in this purfuit, and yet the 
autumn afforded him no harveft; he always 
hoped, but nothing came of it. 

.This lady, whofe name was Sirena, a name 
fuitable to her inclinations, was married to a 
man of quality and honour ; but fo wonderful 
jpalous, that whatfoever he imagined feemed to 
bim mod certainly true. A long journey which 
bad kept him. a confiderable time from Madrid, 
g^ve Don Diego fufficient opportunity to make 
bis addrefles, and Sirena the opportunity of di- 
verting herfelf as (he thought fit ; but after her 
b.u(band*s return (he was much abridged, of her 
liberty. She gave Don Diego notice of it, de- 
iSring he would refrain from walking about her 
hox^t ^ be did continually, for fear her. huf* 
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band fliould take notice of it; and appointed; 
him to meet her the following night at ten 
o'clock, in the next boufe to her own, which 
belonged to a neighbour, her confident, where 
they might difcourfe freely of the means of 
continuing their friendJhips; and that he might 
^not raiftake the place of rendezvous, there fhould 
be fomebody in the ftreet to direA him* 

Don Diego received this meflage with a great 
deal of joy, thinking what he had fo long hoped 
for was at length come to pafs, and that Sirena 
would now betlow an him the reward bis long 
-fervices had deferved. When the hour was 
come, the gallant drefled himfelf to the heft ad- 
vantage, that he might make the better appear- 
ance J and provided himfelf with defenfive arms, 
agairift all accidents. He walked out in a very 
hafty manner, for fear of coming laft to the 
place appointed j but when he came thither,, 
and faw nobody in the ftreet to dired him what 
he was to do, he was forced to arm himfelf 
wilh patience, expeding to hear from Sirena. 
Sometimes he walked, and other whiles ftood 
ftill and liftened, complaining of his fate, whea 
one of Sirena's maids came to the door, and told 
him, that her miftrefs had been obliged to go a^ 
broad awalking, to take the frefh air, with her 
liufliand, ihekaewiK)t whithar^ and therffinre 
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'dtefired him to come again two hours after. 
Theife words went to his heart, for he expeded 
to have met with better entertainment ; but af- 
ter paufing awhile, be concluded that Sirena 
could not but comply fo far with her hufband,. 
and therefore, like her, he muft refolve to have 
patience, and erpcd her return, which to him 
feemed an age off. He endeavoured to divert 
his uneafinefs, walking backwards and forwards, 
and at length difcovered another man in th& 
feme fort of motion, waiting to fpeak to a lady 
in the neighbourhood of Sirena. Don Diego* 
refolved to leave him a clear ftage, for fear of 
being known, and giving fcandal ; for he was a: 
difcreet lover, and accordingly walked away to^ 
the Prado, or the meadows without the town, 
to wait the time appointed him. The air prov^k 
ing cooler than ufual, and the night darker,, 
made the place all hufhed and folitary ; for 
though that is the place to which all the gen« 
tlemen and ladies go a- airing, there was no 
body in it then, becaufe it was midnight. Here 
he had leifure to divert his thoughts, without 
fearing to be difturbed or incommoded by any 
pai£ng by. He walked twice the whole length 
of the place, fetchmg large fteps, and hallily, afi 
if that had any way fhortencd the time fet him 
to return ; and when he was upon the point of 
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going off, he heird a woman complain not far 
from him, who fpoke thefe words : " Can you 
" be fo falfe, thou dear better half of my font, 
*• as to bring me hither to murder me ?'* Don 
Diego pitying her, obferveid from whence thofe 
doleful accents came, and without thinking of 
his appointed return, made up thither with his 
target in one hand, and his fword in the othep, 
to fuccour the plerfon that feemed to be in fuch 
dariger. He had fcarce gone twenty fteps, be*, 
fore he met with a coach drawn by a pair of 
horfes, ftiut on the one fide, and open on the 
other, and at a little diilance a man a-foot, and 
a woman kneeling before him. The man hear- 
ing fomebody approach her, went to meet him 
with fword in hand. " Stand," faid he to Don 
Diego. " Do you flrand," replied Diego bold- 
ly, *' and know that I come to punifh you for 
** your bafenefs towards that poor woman, wb© 
•* has no other defence but her tears, which are 
•* powerful enough againft a generous heart, 
•* unknown to you, fince her complaints do not 
•* move you." The man finding his honour 
concerned, returned the'anfwer with his fwordv 
Don Diego put by the pafs, and fo they fell to 
it, each endeavouring to put an end to his ad*, 
verfary ; but Diego proving either more ikilful 
ormorq fortunate, gave him two thrufts one 
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upon another, which laid him flat, crying, 
*• Sweet Jefus help me, I am a dead man ;" and 
fo he fainted away. Don Diego immediately 
ran to take up the woman, who dropped down 
for grief, conceived at the laft words Ihe heard 
him utter that would have killed her, believing 
he was dead; for whether flie apprehended 
fome ill confequence of that accident, or that 
ihe really loved the man, Don Diego found her 
in a fwoon, and quite fenfelefs. He took her 
up, put her into the coach, and playing the 
part of a coachman, drove dir^dly to his own 
iiouie, where he beat up Amador, who lay ill 
his own apartment, made him rife and come out 
without a candle, for fear the neighbours fhould 
fee any thing. They both together laid the 
woman on a bed, without calling any fervant 
to their affiftance, bccaufe there is no fecret 
where fuch are concerned. Then Don Diego 
faid to Amazor, " Here is a woman Iknow no- 
" thing ofc but 1 have faved her life. I hap- 
" pened to be in a place where a barbarous fel* 
** low would have murdered her ; Ibe is ftill in 
** a fwoon with the fright ; take care of her I 
" charge you." This faid, he went out again, 
got up into the coach-box, and drove to a 
very good churchman's houfe, whom he called 
aloiid, deHring him to loo^ out at hi$ wiodow, 
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which he did, and then Don Diegq, ivi;thQtit n«« 
mingliim, iaid, *' Sir, Your reverence w^l ha 
^ pleafed to underftmd, that this coach was ac* 
•* cidentally found io the ftrect, without eith^c 
^ mafter or coachman ; I leave it with you» be- 
** ing fully fatisfied that in your juftice you will 
^ ufe all poffible means to have i^ reftored to 
" the right owner. Farewell." ..Be expedlcd ^lo 
^nfwer, but made away. immediaLefy, Ipving 
the good man full of confufion. .Thence^ he 
took his way towards Sirena's boufe^ very much 
difturbed in mind, aa fearing ^ jhad^ilipt tm 
timei it being an hour later Uian the tioie ap» 
]K)inted him to retunu Being coHie to the 
door, he found Sirena's maid\ who told him her 
miftrefs was not yet come ; that fhe muft needs 
begone to her mother's with her hulband, fhe 
being a rich widow, from whom fhe never re« 
turned empty haoded* That in cafe fhe was 
there, he need not expedt her that nighty or 
perhaps in a week ; for fhe was fo very fond of 
her mother, that whenfoever fhe went thither, 
there was no getting her away. This long ftory 
raifed fome jeaioufy in Don Diego, who was 
fharp enough to fufpedl the maid might put up- 
on him ; but not knowing what the defign of it 
.might be, he would not a(k any more queftionsi, 
but preteaded to believe her, and be gone. 
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1f*lius e^idfifig hk i»tiente« b^ took a great 
cbmpafs aboitt Sirena's houfe, ih which he fpent 
above half ah hoik, and piiffing again before the 
dbor, he fotind it full of officers, conftables, and 
ia|t)ble, making h mighty noife. Drawing near; 
itid afking the odcafion o( all that buftle, they 
tbid him, ^hat they had juCt brought in Don^ 
Lcander, htsfhaiid to the beautihil Sireha, dan- 
geroully wounded^ clndN^faat it was tK>t known 
whom he had fought "withv ^ Hearing this, he 
thought It tk)t convenient to. (lay any longer 
there, becaufe being knoWd to have made lova 
td Ilia wife, if he were fouad there armed, as he 
thea was; he nugbt be taken up, and it would 
be a hard matter to clear his innocence, as he 
really imagined ; for he could not think he was 
any way concerned in that aflion. He hafted 
home to fend but one of hb ferrants to bring^ 
him a true account of what had happened to 
Strena's hufoand. 

By the way he much lamented tha( po(»^ 
nban^ misfortune, wifbing that be who had 
committed that crime might be feverely pu-- 
niihed ; not that be had any kindtiefs for Le- 
ander, but for Sirena^s fake; becaufe if he (hould 
die without ilTue, (he would lofe all (he had, the 
nesit heirs coming in for the eftate. But let us 
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go back, and fee in what condition the unfor- 
tunate woman Don Diego carried home is in. 

W4 left her half dead, in the hands of Ama- 
zor, who, defiring to relieve her in that diftrefs, 
lighted a candle, and put a little compolition 
of alkermes into her mouth, which revived her 
fpirits. Opening her eyes, fhe was amazed to 
find herfelf in a ftrange place, and by an un- 
known man, being uncertain whether it was be 
that faved her from death. " Sir,'* faid (he, " if 
** you are the perfon whofe courage and valour 
" faved my life, I conjure you, by that fame ge- 
" nerofity, to fave me from fcandal ! and to that 
** purpofe, I befeech you, without afking who I 
" am, if you know it not already, to ccmdudl 
" me, ere it be day, before the church of St. 
" Jerome. That will be the greateft favour you 
•* can do me, in the miferable condition your 
" charity has reduced me to. Alas ! the man 
•* you killed was my hufband. It is true he de^^ 
" figned againft my life, and you prevented 
" hira. I return you my thanks, but am not 
^* obliged to fate, for I could wifh with all my 
" heart our doom had been changed." 

Amazor was much amazed at thefe words, 
and being difcreet, concluded it muft be Don 
Diego to whom the lady direftcd^her difcourfe. 
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and that this was fome unlucky bufinefs, from 
which it was convenient to extricate him. So 
that obferving the woman's diforder, he guefled 
ihe did not know Don Diego, and that he ought 
to take the advantage of her ignorance, as he 
did very ingenioufly. " Madam," faid he, " I 
" am unworthy of all thofe compliments you 
" beftow on me, you mud keep them for him 
" that better deferves them ; you may perceive 
" by my mien and garb that I am better at my 
" pen than my fword. In fliort, I am altoge- 
" ther a ftranger to what you tell me. I know 
" not who you are, unlefs you be an angel, for 
" your beauty makes me think you fo. But 
" without inquiring any farther, or lofing the 
*' time you count fo precious, fince you defire 
" to be gone from hence before day, I ofler to 
" condu(9: you to the church of St. Jerome, up- 
** on condition, that before we go out of this 
" room, you will give nae leave to vail your 
" face, and hoodwink your eyes, and that you 
" fwear you will not difcover yourfelf till I leave 
" you J afluring you, upon the word of a Chri- 
" ftian, that it (hall be done with all the refpedl 
" due to your perfon, and that I am extremely 
" concerned to be forced to ufe you fo fevjsre- 
" ly, and in fuch a millruftfui manner : but I 
" muft tell you, that it is ijb.olutfcly neceflary 
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** fo to do, for fcvcral reafons, which I defire 
** you will be pleafed to inquire no more than 
•* I do after who you are.**^ 

The poor woman finding herfelf at the mer- 
cy of that man, and confideripg in what couTr 
teous manner he difcourfed her, wholly refigq* 
ed herfelf to his difcretion, promifing upon oath 
not to touch her face without his coftfent. A- i 
mazor prefently made a Cupid of her ; he bound 
her eyes, and led her out of the hqufe. Every 
ftep he went with her he looked behind him ; 
every little noife he fancied was the watch co- 
ming to lay hold of him ; and in his fright he 
got to the ehurch of St. Jerome. That being 
the place to which the lady had defired to be 
conduced, he put himfelf into a poilure to^ 
leave her, and bidding her farewell, run away 
as fwift as if he had flown, fear finding wings, 
and got into Don Diego's houfe, blefling God 
for having delivered him from that great dan- 
-ger. 

The lady finding herfelf free, and that her 
guide had left her, unbound her eyes, and per- 
ceived (he was by St. Jerome, it being then day; 
and thinking (he had been in a dream, or come 
out of fome enchantment, (he took (heltcr in 
her mother's houfe, which was near that church. 
—^ Don Diego got home almoft as foon as A- 
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Jmazor> and found him panting, and quite out 
of breath, after the race he had run. Though 
our adventurer was extremely melancholy on 
account of the many difappointments he had 
met as to his ex^£tacions, be did not omit to 
alk Amazor, whence all that commotion ht 
iaw ih him proceeded. Amazor, in a very dif- 
• contented manner, replied, " Thefe are the ef*- 
-•• fedls of your raftinefs, which are the caufe of 
^* much trouble to thofc who have more regard 
*' for your life and honour than yourfelf." Don 
Diego being amazed at thefe words, Amazor 
explained himfel^ telling him every particular 
from the time he left that unknown lady with 
him. He rtpeated the words (he faid to him, 
and declared how he had conduded her blind- 
folded, and what reafons he had for fo doing. 
Don Diego confidering what a good office A- 
mazor had done him, as being very apprehen- 
five that he might be called to an account for 
what had happened in the Prado, embraced 
him, in teftimony of being fcnfible of the obli- 
gation. Whilft they were difcourfing together 
concerning the particulars of this ftrange ad- 
venture, they heard knocking at the ftrect door, 
as if the peribn were in hafte to come in. Don 
Diego and Amazor, in a conftematibn, as being 
before difpofed to apprehend danger, looked 
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Upon one another, as dumb as two ftatues. At 
length having heard the knocking repeated a 
third time, Don Diego went himfelf to the door, 
where he found a boy, who brought him a let- 
ter from Sirena. That charming name reftored 
peace to his thoughts^ and made his blood cir- 
culate freely. The meffenger being brought in, 
he read the letter, which was to this efFed ; — 

Strends Letter to Don Diego. 

" Don Leander, overcome by his cdntinual 
*' jealoufy, and incenfed by a perfidious fervant, 
** who informed him our vifits had been fo fa- 
" miliar, that his honour was concerned, lad 
" night ufed me after a mod bafe and treache- 
** rous manner. He afked me to go abrdad to 
*' my mother's, a vifit fo utiufual with him, that 
" 1 was fain at other times to court him long 
" before he would confent to it. I innocently 
" made ready to comply with his defires, for 
" fear he fhould fufped any things though at 
" the fame time it troubled me very much to 
" faiLof the affignation 1 had given you. We 
" went out, and at the end of the ftreet found 
*• a coach he had ordered to be there, and put- 
" ting me into it, faid, we will go fee your mo- 
" ther to-morruw, let us go to-nighl and take 
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'^ the fre(h air io the Prado. I would not order 
" tbe coach to come to our door, that I might 
" not be obliged to bring our neighbours with 
'' us ; if it be not too late when we come back, 
** we will call and bid your mother good night. 
" What you pleafe, faid I. We took fo great a 
'' iompais about the town before we came in 
'* to the Prado, that it was almoft midnight 
*^ when we got thither ; and though the wea- 
" ther was cold and cloudy, yet we alighted. 
'' He tokl me I fhould hear a page that fung 
«< delicately, and then ordered the coachman, 
" being the only perfon that was with us, to go 
*^ call him, at a gentleman's houfe, who was his 
'' friend, and he faid lived hard by there. The 
^' coachman went his way, and whether he had 
" far to go, or was inftruded by Don Leander, 
** he came not back. No fooner was he gone, 
*' but Don Leander, fpeaking in a hoarfe tone, 
^ denoting the great pallion he was in, began 
*^ to lay before me the wrongs he pretended I 
'* had done him, and without allowing me to 
*^ make any defence, pronounced fentence of 
** death againft me, which having been already 
*^ both party and judge, he refolved immediate- 
*' ly to execute. Finding him thus cruelly re- 
** folved, I endeavoured, by all manner of fub- 
^* miilion and tears, to mollify his heart, and 
Vol. I. D 
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" move him to compaffion ; but inftead of ira- 
" dining to mercy, be grew more enraged. 
** Then Heaven, who prote<Ss innocence, raifed 
*' me I know not what man, who coming like 
" an apparition, flood before Don Leander^ juft 
" as he was going to bury his dagger in my 
" breaft ; he called,. and obliged him with fharp 
** words to engage him. Don Leander left me, 
" and mgde up to him with his fword in his 
" hand ; but being come^ within reach of their 
** weapons, the ftranger gave him two thrufts, 
'^^ which laid him on the ground, crying he was 
** a dead man. His cries ftruck me to the heart, 
** fo that I fainted away.. When I came to my 
** fenfes, I found myfelf in a ftrange houfe, and 
•^ faw a man by me, whom my difbrdered fancy 
♦* took for the fame that wounded Don Lean- 
V der, but afterwards found he was no fwordf- 
** man ; therefore ^dreading the great milchief 
^ that threatened me, I entreated him, without 
•* difcovering my name, to condud me to the 
-*♦ monaftery of St. Jerc)me, He granted it up- 
** on condition he might blindfold me. What 
*• be meant by it I know not, unlefs it were to 
^* prevent my knowing the houfe I was. in. I 
^ was fo earneil to be out of that place, that I 
^ confented to that hai;d condition, and fubmit- 
•• ted to him* He afked fpr my handkerchief, 
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" and bfiitiBd my eyes with it, and t&khig me 
« by the hand, led me like a blind body to the 
** place I had told him, where he left me, bid- 
*• ding me farewell; which done, he vanifhed fo 
" fuddenly^ that when I pulled off ray handker- 
" chief, I found myfelf all alone. I had refol- 
" ved to go to my mother, but have lince 
** thought it better to take fanftuary in a houfe 
" confecirated to God, which the bearer will tell 
^* you. I will there expedt farther news from 
** Leaniei', and your advice how to difpofc of 
-" myfidf as fliall be moil convenient Farewell." 

- D«n Diego and Amazbr gazed upon one ano- 
ther att^tery line of the letter they read, ma- 
king maoy exclamations, and admiring fuch 
wonderftil accidents. Our adventurer wa$ in a 
«ge to fee that fortune had put into bis power 
the bleiBng he fo eagerly .purfucd without bis 
knowing it, and that he bad it in bis houfe 
when lie went abroad to feck it. He curfed 
iis fete, and reprefenting to hirafelf the idea of 
the thing inftead of the fubftance, " Dear Sire- 
" na;*' feid he, ** how (hall I dare to appear in 
" yoar|Mrcfence? Will not you have juft caufe 
" to believe me unworthy of the favours Hea* 
" vcn beftdwtd on me, as ^ reward for having 
:" hazarded my life to ikyt yours/ fiat what do 
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" I talk of, fince I deferved nothing from you 
" on account of this adion, as not knowing it 
*' was for you that I performed it ; I may alfo 
^* fay, 1 have not been faulty in letting flip this 
•* precious opportunity that offered to make me 
** happy," 

A mazor interrupted thefe chimerical cxcur- 
iions, reprefenting to him how much better 
Heaven had ordered it, for avoiding the many 
misfortunes they might have fallen into by the 
fevere fearch the officers of juftice might make 
into that affair. He told him, they might per- 
haps have been both taken together; and been 
a difgrace to their families, and an example to 
poflerity ; that he advifed him to forbear fuch 
vilits J but that before he quite broke off with 
Sirena, he did not difapprove of his going to fee 
her, in order to comfort arid endeavour to-do 
her any fervice, as far as his life and honour 
were not concerned. And forafmuch as mif- 
truft is the mother of fecurity, he offered to 
tear him company, though that adlion was not 
well becoming his" profeffion, and to go to the 
TOonaftery the meflenger was to Ihow, before 
him, to fee whether this was hot fome deceitful 
contrivance to enfnare them. 

Don Diego yielding to his whblefome advice, 
•tommended Amazor's diifcretion ; and fo to lofe 
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na time/ they both weat along with the fneffen- 
ger. Sirena was all plain-dealing ; they found 
her where Ihe direded : Don Diego and fhe 
diioourfed a long time together, and difcovered' 
aU the cifcumftances of that affair, from its be« 
ginning to that time. Sirena knew Amaior, 
and was fo furprifed, that flie had like to have 
fainted away in her mother's arms, who was 
prefent at this vifit. Night drawing on, Don 
Diego took leave of the company, and wen^ 
away with Amazon 

In his return home,, he met the good prieftf 
with whom he had left the coach the night be- 
fore, who told him how that paflage had befaU 
len hinch. Don Diego liftenedto him as atteiH 
tiVely as if he had knownr nothing of it. The 
pneft told him farther, that he had found the 
' owner of the coach, and that fearch was made 
for the coachman, in order to examine him up**" 
on the fad; beiides, that the maid who ha^ 
h%en the caufe of that fcandal was fied. 

DoQ Leander, in the meanwhile, was in the 
hands of the officers of juAice, the furgeons, and 
phyficians, grievoufly tormented both in body 
and mind. He was kept under a guards like a? 
criminal, having of his own accord confcfled; 
that whJen^his misfortune befel him, he had^ 
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carried his wife into the Prado^ with a defign to 
kill her. /; ! >.: -'i vjv, : 'a 

All that heard this relation were eager to 
knbw the bra^e petfon^s mtnei who had jiefemcd 
Sivetus^ out of ftich imminent dangfsr^ iDiUit Duo 
Diego did not think lit to claim the applaufe, 
for fear^of MUng into the handi of joftice ;^ for 
he being known for aa admirer of Sffena^itbad 
been eaiiy foeliered he was in the Pnuia by/af* 
^gnaticm, aifd not accidental^} therefore^: to 
avoid thefe inconveniences;, and txxifbcmjAaxmi 
TOY what MCQunt^Tas^'aEbrnttMee^K^^^ 
folvedtoilaj/^atiliomei and mtt bcr sodbettBd 
aaj more in &icb affii&s.' JSi^imny daysl afi 
ter, the newt> w;at ibi^ugbt him; ofi LfaaidBi^a^ 
death, who wariaid to have <tted nthtnf^ tt» 
wounds he bad htmfolf madeinihttfool^bx^s^ 
ftrojing his own reputation^ than of . tliofe, be 
bad received in the body by tl» iwtooWil 
hand, fieiides, he was informed thftt'Siq^nai 
infinitely aSided for hislofs, had kit tbo WMld^ 
becoaaing a felif^oos in the fame ^sionafkery 
where Don Diego bad feen her/ there to tlo pe« 
nance for her own offences, and for tbofe iho 
had caufed others to commit. Don Diego was 
fo ^nfibly afflii^ed at this difmal news, that te 
foil int6 a dangerous diftemper, whicfa^ faad ISie 
to have carried bim off after Leandes. 
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ADVENTURE IV. 

DbN Di£0o's ficknefs was tedious, though the 
patns and vexation of it were fomewhat abated 
bj Amazor's continual attendance. He never 
ftitred from his fide, endeavouring to divert him 
withipleafftnt difcourfe, intermixed with ferioui 
and facetious periods, and always tending to in* 
culcflte ibme wholefome advice, fuch ^as might 
beof.ufefcn our advemucer; for allAmazor't 
aita im:iosttdt]0e bim. to:reafon, and break off 
UsiU babita^ : Hia firic^da came finequentlj. tta 
feelikBi brtoging the public neirft of the courts 
andasqrjthtng elfe that happened remarkable* 
Ai? Imgtb h^ pi^rfedljr xecpvered, aixd everj 
bddxicqttfdnded be bad jefolved. upqn'a new 
Mt^ fecmgiiimdnteytab compai^r by daylight, 
wbiobfaefor^ wa« fo odious to him ; but he fooa 
rdapfed into his furoier failings. The carnival 
or Shrovetide coming on, debauched bim again ; 
he made fre(h prot^ftations of enmity againft 
the day, and by folemn oath confirmed a per^* 
l«tual allianoe with the night. On Shrove Sun^ 
day night he. was ^t a grand entertainment; 
but there being fome perfons prefent who were 
n0t ahogetber acceptable to £> on: Diego, be 
flipped away to feek fome more agreeable (q^ 
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ciety. Taking his fword and target for his 
guard, he made into a by-part of the town, 
where there was a houfe he knew to be an aca- 
demy, not of virtue but vice, where they flee- 
ced young cullies, whilft others dabbed the pu- 
reft honour to the heart. Don Diego was ex- . 
pert at this exercife, which is a thoufand times 
worfe than the other, though he made no fcru- 
ple of it, becaufe he ruined another without ha- 
zarding any thing of his own. He had not gone 
above half way to this place, when he found 
himfelf before a houfe unknown to him, the 
door whereof was open, and no light in it. He 
having a natural curiofity to pry into the ac« 
tions of others, to divulge what he thought fit 
of them, toglL his fword in his hand, without 
drawing it, and went into the houfe, paiTed 
through a long entry, at the end whereof he 
came into a fpacious large place, as dark as the 
^ft. Here he made a full flop, imagining that 
this negledl was not without fome de%n ; and 
though he thought it a ralhnefs to proceed any 
farther, yet he refolved to try his fortune. Gro- 
ping along the walls, and finding a door upoQ 
the jar, he thruft it open, and went in ; where 
he found himfelf upon a trap- door, which let 
him down ten or twelve foot, yet fo luckily, 
that he had no other hurt but the lofs of bis 
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{Word. At the fame time he heard a yoictf, 
i;vhich feemed to come from fome diftant place, 
and a(ked, " Who is there ?'* Don Diego fomc- 
what ftunned with the fall, made no anfwer the 
Srft time ; but as he was fhuffling along, in hopes 
to find his fword, the fame voice cried again, 
" Who is there ?** He fearing to be attacked 
by furprife, anfwered, " A fingle man.'* " If it 
" be a man," replied the voice, " he may come 
" in." By this time our adventurer began to 
repent his running himfelf into that intricate 
labyrinth, where he could find no way oufj but 
fatfe put him out of this confufion, to caft him 
into a greater. Being thus under a neceflity of 
going on, he advanced towards the voice he 
had heard, and entered into a fpacious room; 
where he faw four fmall lamps hanging in the 
four angles, giving fuch a dim light, that h^ 
had much ado to difcern the other things that 
were in the place. Moving on further, he per* 
ceived a glirapfe, as it were, of two men in black, 
like mourners, each fitting on a chair ; one of 
them leaning his head on his hand, in a fleeping 
pofture, and the other watching, feeming to at^ 
tend a dead body that lay at their fqet, clad 
in a Capuchin's habit, and flretched out on ^a 
lliroud. 

This difmal fpedlacle fomewhat ftartled Don 
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Diego J but when the firft furprife was over, he 
called up his courage again. In the meanwhile 
the fleeper awaked, and both he and his com«- 
panion began to examine otir adventurer. *• Are 
" not you " faid they, " the perfon they call 
" Don Diego ?'* " I am the fame," anfwered 
he, " but how came you to know vtiy name ?*^ 
"Do not you inquire into that," rejoined the 
other, in a haughty tone, " but only anfwer 
"our queftions, for thereon depend feverat 
" things we are to do this night." Don Diego 
hearing thefe words, knew not what courfe to 
take ; he blamed his impertinent curiofity, biit 
at lad refolving to meet all that could happen 
with an undaunted courage, he fpoke up again, 
and faid to his examiners, " Well then, what is 
" to be done ? I am Don Diego, and yoii are 
" devils." '• He feems to know us," faid one 
of the two to the other. " You itiuft ftay there," 
added they, " to guard this body, whilft we go 
" elfewhere to attend other affairs we have in 
" charge ; and whatfoever you fee or hear, be' 
•• not frighted." No fooner bad they fpoke 
thefe words, without expefting his anfwer or 
confent, they got up, and going out at the door^ 
fliut it upon him. 

Being thus left alone with the dead body, he 
fimcied this was feme punilhment from Heaven^ 
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«nd concluded he ought to implore the Divine 
mercy upon this occafion ; which moved him 
to make the fign of the crofs on the dead body, 
and to call upon the faints and angels to affid 
him ; for the advice thofe twb fpedres had gi* 
yen him not to be frighted brought a thoufand 
dreadful thoughts into his head. 

The two phantoms had been gone but a very 
.fliort time; before .he heard fad groans, and noifc 
of irons, as if they had been dragging chains 
along the floor of the room, which was board- 
ed ; and now and then fuch hoVrid noifes, as if 
the whole houfe bad been finking. This put 
him into fuch an anguifh, that he refolved to 
make his efcape ; and going to the door, in or- 
der to open it, he heard an imperfe£l voice, as 
if it came from far off, wUcb faid, ** Whither 
*• d^you think to f y, I>on Diego; turn, turn 
" back, you cannot leave me yet ; come back, 
•' or I will follow yo^.*' Perceiving he could 
not get out, he turned back, and fa^rit was the 
dead man that fpoke to him, faying, " Know 
•' I am the perfon you fo raftily killed a few 
** days ago, without having ever done you any 
** wrong. Cruel, barbarous wretch ! do you 
" think Heaven will not revenge me on you? 
*^ and that fome dreadful difafter will not con- 
«« iume you for a punilhment of your crime? 
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•• Providence has brought you hith^f to lifttfnf 
^ to my juft complaints ; but draw nftarer; that 
*.* you may heaV me the better.'? * « 

* Thefe words ftruck a greater terror into Doir 
Diego than he had conceived before, as certain- 
ly concluding that was the ghoft of Leander, 
which came from the other world to torment 
him. However, he drew near, and the dead 
man proceeded, " I own," faid he, " you killed 
•* me fairly, and that I had my fword in my 
" hand ; but k was eafy for yoa to overcome 
" me, becaufe I had not ufcd myfelf to the art 
•* of fencing from my. youth, as you have done, 
•* and therefore now you are to do roe rights 
•* Cpme, let us wreftle, upon this condition, that 
** if you throw me, I will not oaly never ,di> 
•* fturb you myfelf, but will never fuffer any oT 
.** my comipanions to do it* But if I get the bet- 
*• tcr, you fliall be obliged to come every year, 
** on the anniverfaty of my death, to fpend the 
** whole night in the churchyard, upon the 
'** grave where 1 am buried.** Don Diego not 
believing this an equal match, anfwered, " He 
'•" did not think himfelf obliged to accept of the 
•* challenge, there being no likelihood that hu- 
" man weaknefs could prevail againft a fpiritual 
^ power." However, confideting this was a pro- 
per opportunity to give fignal proof of hk va^ 



VIS NiGST AiyfBwsuvar. C4 

■idar; he graiited the combat; aod fet hiinfelf in 
tkt be£t fHDfture he could to oppofe his advert 
fary. The dead man: got up in his capuchin ha* 
bi(^ and feeined taller than the ufual fize of man; 
and at the fame time the four lamps dropped 
»dowi>, and went out. 

Bon Diego felt a cold fweat all oyer his body; 
with a mighty trembling, and was Co aftoniflied; 
that he ftood as if he had been quite fenfelefs; 
As foon as the lamps dropped down, the dead 
man fell fo furioufly upon our adventurer, that 
he threw him full three paces from him, as if he 
bad no life left in him, for be lay in a fv¥oon a^ 
bove an hour, what with the fright and what 
with the fall. When he came to himfelf, he 
knew not whether he was in. this world or in the 
other. At length, being fomewhat better re- 
covered, he fate up, and perceived it was day. 
Looking about him, he faw nothing but the four 
walls, and getting upon bis feet,, endeavoured to 
find fome footfleps of the former apparitions, 
but found no remains, nor fo much as the fottr 
lamps he had feen fall down. The light increa^ 
^fing, and his courage with it, he had a mind to 
feaich the houfe ; which be did from top to 
bottom, yet faw nothing but what he brought 
in with him, which was his fwotd that had fail- 
ed him in time of need. He went out of that 



haunted houfe to retire to his own, before the 
day came farther on, and would willingly haver 
inquired in the neighbourhood whofe houfe that 
was/ and how tt came not to be inhabited, but 
it was fo early that he met nobody to afk oL 

" Doubtlefs " faid he, *' this houfe is haunU 
** ed, and nobody dares live in it. I wonder 
'* that in Madrid, where the king ufually refides, 
'^ fome care fliould not be taken to remedy this 
" evil, which may be of dangerous confequence 
** to the public j but who can I tell this ftrangc 
^ adventure to, that will not laugh at it, and 
" conclude it is the notion of a diftempered 
•* brain ? 1 muft never fpeak of it, for 1 (hall 
" never be believed. Yet it is a great trouble 
*• to me to bury fo wonderful an adventure in 
" perpetual filence.'* 

, Thus was he talking to himfelf, when he 
came to his houfe,' and went in without knock- 
ing, as he was wont to do, having a mafter*key^ 
and retired to bed, to reft him after his late fa- 
tigue. About four in the afternoon, Ama?Lor 
came into his chamber, and awaked him. '' Good 
•* God," faid Don Diego to him, fetching a deep 
fighj " you have brought me out of ftrange con^ 
« fufion.*' " How fo,. Sir," faid Amazor? ^* I 
" was troubled in mind," replied he, " with a 
^ difhial dream, proceeding from a dreadful ao 



«* cidtffit that befel me laft night." Having 
given Amazor this occaiion to inquire after it, 
be tdid him particularly all that bad happened 
to him. Amazor, who was always contempla* 
tive, told him, thefe were merciful warnings 
from heaven to make him know himfelf ; that 
he ought to take care how he flighted them, 
left this loving admonition fhould be changed 
into an exemplary puniftiment, and God, who 
now treated him like an indulgent Father, (hould 
become a fevere judge, to chaftife the ofiences 
he daily committed ; that the blood* of the gen« 
tlemaniie had fo lately killed, and whofe ho« 
nour he would have taken away, making him 
infamous in the eyes of the world, had cried to 
God for vengeance ; that it was time to reform 
and forfake his follies ; that he ought to open 
his eyes, and feek the light of reafon by that of 
the day, if he would not for ever be reckoned 
as blind in his foul as he was in his body, finee 
he was fuch an enemy to the light ; that he 
ought to improve the talent God had given him; 
that he wronged both himfelf and the public, 
being of birth and capacity to bear any honour- 
able employments, wh^ich might be advantage- 
ous to bpth ; that he had giv :n iufficient prooft 
of his valour, and for the future he ought to en- 
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d^avoiir to give as good teftimony of his pttf- 
dehce as he had d nc of his c urage. 

' Amd2:or having delivered himfelf to this e& 
feft, remained very well pleafed that 'he had 
been admitted to fo long an audience ; he feti- 
cied he had already overcome Don Di^'gd, and 
regJiinefd the authority he once had over hinr. 
•* My dear mafter," faid he, " whom I may bet- 
** ter call my fecond father, being no IcTs obliged 
•* to you than to him that begot me; I oWfi it 
•* is high time to lay afide my extr'aViagaYicSl^s, 
»*^dd leave the fcandalous life I haVe 'hitherto 
•' led, that I may follow th€ paths of virttie/' "I 
" am refolyed to overcome alhmy evil iiiclihiai 
" tions, and from henceforward to put irt praci 
" tice all the good advice you (hall give ine ; 
*• pardon the infolencies 1 have committed, which 
*^ your prudence has tolerated, and your affec 
•• tion excufed. It is true, I was laft night in 
" great danger, and confidering how I ran myi 
•' felf into it, there is juft caufe to fay that hea- 
" ven has fpared me, and that worfe might have 
" befelkii me. O Divine mercy ! how deeply 
•*' am I indebted to you, and what praifes ought 
** not 1 to give you, for having delivered me 
" from fuch wonderful danger, which I never 
** thought to cfcape/* Thefe moving exprefc. 
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fions were attended with tears, which made A« 
mazor believe that Don Diego was truly peni*- 
tent for his paft olTences, and hoped that h« 
would mend for the future. 

Thus were they dircourfing together, when 
they heard a knocking at the door. Don Diego 
would not have it opened, that nobody anfwer-^ 
ing, whofoever it was might go away ; by that. 
means to avoid all temptations of breaking the 
good reiblution he had newly made ; for night 
then drawing on, he believed it was fome of his 
acquaintance that came to debauch him. The 
more Don Diego kept back from fuffering the 
door to be opened, the harder he without knock- 
ed, and not fatisfied with the noife the hammer 
made, took up a great ftone to be heard the bet* 
ter. At length Don Diego, weary of that div- 
ilurbance, fent one to open the door,and in came 
a raking old companion of his, with a counter- 
feit fmile, the better to difguife his refentment 
for having been kept out fo long. They fa* 
luted one another in a more courteous manner 
than ufual, the ferious humour Don Diego was 
in obliging the other to ufe more ceremony 
than at other times. 

^ Don Antonio, for that was the man's name, 
alked him how he had fpent the Carnival, what 
coippany he had been in, and how he intended 
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to drvert himfelf the TcmairMTig days^ before Lentw 
Amaaar wasprefent, find abhorred thefe que- 
ftions^ fearing left he fhould again pat Don 
Diego into the road he had fo newly diverted 
'him. from* **^ For nay part,** continued Don An- 
tonio^ more attentive to turn up bis whHfcers, 
than regardful of what he faid, " I narrowly 
♦♦ miffisd laft night catching one; that you kno\r 
^ in a fnare L liad laid for bicn ; but I (hall have 
*^ him fooiier or later^ ^nd will make my advaa- 
^tageof thisdifiippointBieHC»** Who is that 2^ 
£nd DoaDiftgD. *^ It is a gentleman'of On« 
' ^doTa/^ repliflfttbe^ other,, ^^ wbmnwercaD 3>ait 
>' BiegoJ:the kn^bt, both becaufe he< mtkooli 
*^ himidf iifj that deg»se» and to diftmguifli bt^ 
^* twixt htm aoi ieveral: other friends > of owcsi 
^ wha bear the name of Dob Dieg0^ ts^you £kff 
^ and therefocftive caU iiim-tfae Knight;' TkH 
^ fpark giTisg.loo moch way to his vamty^ hat 
** declared himfelf a pretender to a young lady,. 
V who is very rich and beautiful, and daughter 
^ to a counfellor in the Court of Chancery, who^ 
^ by reafon he is an excellent orator, and lit 
^ great vogue, has got the name of the Gt^ea 
'^ Mouth and Purfe. And though be has neves 
*^ yet difcovered his love to this lady, he follows 
^ her whenefoever ihe goes, pretends to be jea- 
'* lous and pafiionate, and boafls in all cpmpa- 



'1 oies» thsU be has groufids for what he doe$ ; 
^* t^^ta^ liais «ncpurageiDeiit to proceed, and 
*^ih9p^'&)r'a bappy event; for £elf-conceit is. 
^ tb9 is^mmoa failing of fo^ls. 

t^ Y^ou fDuft underftand that this lady's win* 
^* dofWfl loo]e into n churchyard, which has given^ 
'^ maiky pqcafion to facy, .thart ibe lives them out 
<$ puispofe/to: bury all thoi(e in one tomb^ whom 
^! the dai4sibf her eyes fliall kilL This knight 
** faas)a rival.; jDittch more fortunate in eftate and 
** I»rta tbaa he, tod .betteir looked upon by the 
'f'bttHtg^/^trfpeak o£ Tliis gentbnma, to put 
^.la^Hc^ to the other's continutl haunting^ about 
'I bttiwftfdfs^a boufir, and be aum Bt liberty^ ta 
*Mu> ^hor 'ttt nights^ aa is allowed hixn, con^ 
^f^ tvived to put him into fome fright, bemg in« 
''jforroedthat be was Somewhat cowardly, and 
*f that beiog engaged in a quarrel, be had made 
H norr ufe of his heels than his hands. 

\* To this purpofe he told him one day in my 
^beariog, that there was a man lately buried 
V in. that churchyard, who having been a very 
*i ill liver, walked there duly about three o'clock 
'* in the morning, dragging chains, and fetching 
*^ iuch dreadful groans, that all who heard him 
" died for fear ; and that moft of the lodgers 
** and inhabitants of the neighbouring houfesi 
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" removed from thence as faft as they cmld\ be- 
•* ing no longer able to live in fuch dread; thaf 
** he had thought fit to Jet him know fo^much, 
V becaufe, though his rival, he was willing to 
•• (iiow how much he was his humble fervant at. 
" the- fame time, and ftiould be forry any mil- 
•* fortune might befal him for want of being for- 
*' warned; in (hort, that be advifedr him* to re-* 
" tire home every night in good time, as he 
" would do himfelf, promifing to take the ad* 
** vice he gave him, and for the future to live 
•* more chaftely and modeftly than he had done 
" for the time paft. 

** At the fame time I ufed all the rhetoric I 
'< could to fixthefe notions in his head; but the 
" fpark, who was no fuch fool as we took him' 
** for, made a jeft of aU we faid, and of his ri-' 
" Val's contrivance; and thereupon fell a*^telling' 
"us ftories of his imaginary, not real achieve- 
*^ ments, to let us underftand that he feared no- 
" thing, and that no ghofts were able to fright 
" him. We left him in that good humour, and 
•* went away looking upon one another much' 
" out of countenance, becaufe our projed iuc- 
" ceeded no better. The earneft defiiC: i had to 
^ meike trial of his courag;e, and to fmtifexne af- 
^ front upon that wortfay knight, madieaine Te-» 
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^^ iblve to fpeod the Carnival in finding out fome 
** ridiculous iriyention to catch and make a jeft 
" of him. 

'* The trick I bad a mind to play him was 
** eafily contrived, but it was requifite to find 
'^ ingenious perfons to put it in execution, for 
'* fear left the ill management of it Ihould turn 
'* to our fbame. I have a lioufe in the Apple 
•* Street, which is a by-part of the town, in 
^ which there are feveral apartments, and^t to 
^^ lodge 'three or four fmall families. About 
>^ eight days ago the people that lived in it run 
** away by night, and left it upon my hands, 
" cheating me of a quarter's rent that was due ; 
^ and though feveral have offered to take the 
^ houieand pay the rent beforehand, becaufe it 
** is very convenient, yet I have ftill delayed 
'* concluding a bargain with them, becaufe it 
•* was to be the theatre I provided for adting the 
** comedy I was contriving for Don Diego, the 
** knight, which was to be played this laft night. 
" I will tell you my invention. 

** About one in the morning I carried into 
*• that hoiufe, three young men newly come from 
*• the univerfity , lads of ready wit and good ma- 
^* nagemuit. I told them, that a friend of mine 
" and i had . a mind, with their help, to make 
^* trial of the courage of a fpark, who boafted 
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*' that he feared no fpirits. Hating thus ac- 
*• qiiaihted them with my defign, I furriifhed 
** them with the clothes they were to put on, 
*• and led them into the great room where the 
"force was to be aded, which was deep ib the 
" houfe. One of thefe three young men was 
** taUerthan I by the head ; by that yba may 
^* guefs !What a ftrapping fellow he was, for I am 
♦♦ none of the leaft ; he was every way propfof- 
^* tionable and well-made, and as ftrong as Samp. 
^* fon* This man was to have a Capuchin's hd* 
** bit on, and to lie along on a black cloth, re- 
^' prefenting a dead man. The other two wette 
** clad in black, like mourners, their feces co- 
** vei'ed, except their eyes; and thefe two watch- 
" ed the dead man, fitting on two chairs. At 
*• the four corners of the room hung four Kttle 
** lamps, which gave a light more dreadful than 
** darknefs itfelf. 

"Having ordered all things as I have-d^i- 
** fcribed, I told him that was to aft the dead 
" man, and his companions, that I was ^ing to 
^* fend them the perfon I had fpoken of, and 
" that a^ foon as they heard him, they ihouW 
** aik whether his name was not Don Diegb, 
" and if he anfwered, yes, the two' mourners 
" fhould go out, and fhut him up alone with the 
^* dead Aati, who ihould pretend to be a perfon 
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*' the knight bad killed foully ; that he (bould 
^' demand &tisfa(3ion for that wrong, and wreftle 
^' with hun. In fine, I told them, if they thought 
^ .fit to add any thing to the contrivance, they 
^ might do it fceely, being weU. fatisfied they 
«< would perform it very dexteroufly ; but that 
'' wJhatever came of it th^ mud be fiire to ftun, 
'* or amaze him fo, that the dead man and his 
«< companions might get away and leave him 
'^ there. Ill fate fo ordered it, that all this pre^ 
** paration came to nothing ; for as I was going 
** to feek out Don Diego to touch him in point 
** of courage, and dare him to go to my houfe, 
^ which I was to tell him was forfaken, becaufe 
^< of its being haunted, I was taken up by four 
*' officers, who carried me before a judge, to de- 
**' pofe.what I knew of a crime a friend of mine 
*' was in trouble about. I ufed all the argu- 
^* ments I could to bring myfelf oflf, alleging I 
** could give no evidence in that affair, as being 
" wholly a ftrangcr to it. The judge pofitively 
" perfifting in the contrary, and juftly provoked, 
^ (urdered me to be fecured, and that X ihould 
^* not be allowed to fpeak to any body, for feSnr 
*^ of ieiKiing advice to the party accufed ; but a 
** certain great man, my benefadlor, hearing of 
" my misfortune, has jaft got me releafed. You 
^ ai« the firft perfon 1 have feen fince i cam€ 
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*^ out of prifoQ, and I am now going to find 
^ thofe young men, who were to wd the farce 
** contriyed agaiaft my knight^ to know bow 
^ long they waited. No doubt but they will be 
^^ angry with me« for having made tfaem fpend 
'* the night in that mummery, and will believe 
'* the trick was defigned to be put upon them, 
" and not upon another.'* - 

As Don Antonio went on with his ftory, Don 
I^iego difcovered the original of his unlucky ad- 
venture, befallen him no lefs through his own 
curiofity, than the miftake of the name of Don 
Diego, and admiring the oddnefs of the acci- 
dent, told Don Antonio all that had happened 
to him, with as much plainnefs and jollity, as if 
he had been no way concerned. Don Antonio 
bleiTed himfelf, and was^ amazed, as not believing 
that what he faid was true ; till Don Diego 
fwearing to it, and calling Amazor to teftify 
what he had faid to him before, he flood mute 
for awhile, being much concerned that it had 
lighted upon a perfon he honoured as one of 
his mod particular friends. Don Diego told 
him, he did not take it ill in the leaft, and was 
feniiDle that the plot was not laid for him. Don 
Antonio, the better to fatisfy himielf.of Don 
Diego's fmcericy, invited him to fup at bis houfe, 
which he readily granted ; and being come tht- 
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ihtVf.thxfrwttc informed/that the perfon who 
aiftedlfaeidead maa was fled to an ambaiTador's 
bonfe, bofieving4;he man he had wreftled with 
was idead^ with the fright. They pveiently fent 
tOiacquauit him that he might fafely come a- 
Wfty, AQiiaf lie had a mind to laugh heartily, be 
fhooidrrii^ with them, where ha. woald hear a 
pleafant ftory. He came along with the mef- 
feoger^ .mid they ipent the reft of the night in 
difcouding'Of that ftrange accident. Don Diego 
went bone in good time, to the great fatisfac^ 
tioD or.Amazoc, believing it to be the eSed of 
hk^ good* advkei and of the refolution Don 
Diego hiadjmade, to alter his courfe of life for 
the time to<come. 



ADVENTURE V. 

Thb public rejoicings of the Carnival being 
over,- Lent.fucceeded it with a.meagre counte- 
nance,, bat efui to thofe who love good eating 
aoddrinhibg.- Don Diego thought it not fo 
dilfignreable ;. the mortifications he endured, 
wbililxtther&feafted and made merry, and the 
cefbkitioin he lately made' of reforming his life, 
had^difpofbd'him to give Aih Wednefday a fa* 
Vol, I. E 
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vourable reception, Amazor,,who never ftirrcd 
from him, Hifed all his art and experience to 
moderate the violent failles of his youth, and t6 
bani(h his houfe all thofe he thought might rob 
bim of the fruits of his labour. In fhprt there 
appeared fo great a change in* Don Diego'^ be- 
haviour within a few days, that his heft friends 
had caufe to blefs heaven for working fuch a 
miracle. During the whole Lent he employed 
himfelf in adts of piety, ix>metimes he went to 
fermoqs, fometimes to hofpitals, and fometimes 
to prifons, where lie gave plentiful alms. He 
vifited poor families, which were in great di- 
ftrefs, and afhamed to difcover their wants. In 
lliort, fuch was his courfe of life, that all men 
in him admired the virtues pf a pious Chriftian, 
and of a worthy gentleman. 

But perfeverancejn good aftions being a vir* 
tue rarely praftifed among courtiers ; when 
Eafler came, and the fpring began to draw com- 
pany together, he was again viiited by his fa- 
miliar acquaintance, to the great grief of Ama* 
zor, who perceived they, by degrees, would in- 
veigle away the bird he had fo long kept tame. 
One day, they carried him a- walking, another, 
they invited him to a collation, and pawy.and 
then to fupper, yet fo that he ftill came home 
atfeafonable hours, and made ufe.of day and 
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nigfat like other folks ; but at length, by much 
keepitig company with his aflTociates, and con- 
tioiialiy rambling about, he fell back inlenfibly 
ioito hb fbrmcr courfe. His walks continually 
gamed Ttiore and more upon the night, and at 
laft cxceeiled the bounds of decency. 

Having iraperidufly filenced Amazor, who en- 
deavoured to ftem the courfe of his pervtrl'e in- 
diiiations, he call off all manner of deference 
to him; and returned more eagerly to his for- 
mer pradices. He took his ufual guard of fword 
and target, and about ten at night went away 
to the Prado the place where thofe cheats in 
love, the ladies and courtezans of Madrid have 
fettled their academy, or rather their exchange. 
Were there ever a philofopher in this age that 
underftood the murmuring of waters, as once 
there was one who underftood the chirping of 
birds, he might, by liftening to the purling of 
the fountains in that plain, learn abundance of 
fccfet ftbrics, and find matter enough to com- 
pofe many volumes of curious romances. 

Don Diego, having walked about two hun- 
dred paces, to fee a coach pafs by, which moved 
on ks'genlly a^ if an emprefs had been in it, he 
drew rt^br to it ; and fpied a young man finging 
next th^Hoor of if, with fuch a voice, as feem- 
«d very* difa^tec^blfe. And to mend the mat- 

Ea ^ 
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ter, he at the fame time played very fcurvily 
on a guittar that was out of tune.- This coach 
flopped right againft a ring of gentlemen and* 
ladies, who were fitting by one ©f the fountains 
where this favage Orpheus, fitter to carry fools 
to hell than to bring them thence, very impu- 
dently fet himfelf a-ftnging; but as foon as ever 
he began, he was reqpaited with fo many feoffs 
and hifles, that J>e was fdon obliged to give t^ver, 
and withdraw. This wretched finger was page 
to an unfortunate lord, to whom th^ coach be- 
longed. 

The company that had Co fhamefillly put to 
flight that enemy to the fenfe of bearing, \rere 
ftill rallying on that lidiculous fubjeifl, when on 
a fudden they were diverted by the fweet found 
of an angelical voice, which feemed to proceed 
from the mouth of a woman, and made amends 
for the difagreeablentfs of the page. They all 
got up to draw near the coach Ihe was in, and 
heard thefe following words : 

& O N a 

' • I. • ■' ^ ■ 

. ^Tis not alone the force of love. 

That makes my palencfs and my grief } 
Fierce jealoufy without relief, 
Does to fflj reft more fktal prove* 
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11. 

But I myfelf alone may blame, 

Who durft prefume to aim fo high, 
My thoughts above ray fphere did flyi 

And fet mo in this quenchlefjs flame. 

IIL 
Then how ihall I be ever bkft, 

Who cannot even comprehend 

The great perfe(!:\ions that attend 
The caufe that robs me of my reft. - 

IV. 

Tlioagb yot^ dtfdaut docs pierce my fotd, 

Such cbamift appeajr ia your briglit eyei^ 
As dp my* biiatij^knie tv^ffpi^ , 

And all the p^ I feeT jQoiitrQuL . 

I'm: bound ia fuch a h^py ^!^ 

And bum in fucb.a^e^g $rc#. 
That all I dread, or can d^fire, 
* Is or to lofc or ketp my pain. 

This harmonious voice charmed all thatheard 
it ; and even thofe, whofe harlh temper made 
them before infenfible of the fweetnefs of thia 
art, were enamoured with it. The coach was 
immediately befet by feveral perfons, and among 
the reft, a certain gallant drawing near, was fo 
bold as to lean upon the coach door, where this 

E3 
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Urania was. By his behaviour he iS^eraed Ui 
have fome peculiar privilege fa to do^ for inei- 
ther the young lady nor her mother, who fat 
by her, were at aU difturbed at that familiarity. 
Perhaps the mother, who before had grumbled, 
as mod old women do, might have been greafed, 
as well as her coach wheels, that (he might meake 
the lefs noife. 

There were abundance of other young fel* 
lows, who would willingly have been no lefs fa« 
miliar, if their modefty h^d not flood in the 
way. Whilft they were walking to andti fro a- 
bout the' coach^ another gentleman not fo nice: 
came up all in a; heat, who being in iove^kln 
the young lady, had followed her from heri 
houfe to the Pradp. l>rawing near, he per- 
ceived fhe was talking^wilh the;other gende-^ 
man, who feetned to take a pride in* it befomi 
the company that flood round, which diflurbed^ 
the new comer, who looking about him fpied 
Don Diego Love-Night, who was his friertd. - 
Having falutedhim, he took him aiSde, and toldi: 
him how envious and jealous he was of .that, 
map ; that he did not like his behaviour, and' 
had a mind to pick a quarrel with him. > Doa 
DiegOi who was much better at giving advice 
to another^ than at taking itbimfelf, allayed the: 
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fierce coramotion of his hot teknpef ; and the 
other ijrielding to his reafons, contained himfelf 
for fome time. 

.At4cngth our adventurer faw three gentle- 
men pals by very leiforely, and as it were quar- 
relling among themfelves, one of which, by his 
voices he took for a friend of his ; and defiring 
to be fatisfied whether it was fo or no, that he 
might/endeavour to-ferve him if he had occa- 
fioli, be gave bis guittar to the other that had 
sidtofted him before, to hold, and went after 
himv* The other, who was wholly intent upon 
bis'rival'a behaviour, did not regard what Don 
Diego'did, but let him go without offering to 
bear him company. 

But now the lady who had charmed alt that 
beard her with the fweetnefs of her voice, was 
entreated by all there prefent to fing an air or 
two ]»6re; and fhe, to (how her breeding, took 
up ber guittar, which, as ill hick would have it, 
had two ftrings broken. Don Diego^s- friend 
having the guittar in his hand well tuned, drew 
near ta the coach, and offered it to the lady ; at 
th& fame lime, he that leaned on the Coach door, 
without any regard to the other, flood upright, 
and fcornfully thruft away the arm and the 
guittar. Our adventurer's friend, who only 
wanted fuch an opportunity, and was like fuel^ 

E4 
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prepared to take the fire of paflSon, thought this 
an infolent adion, and to revenge it, made ufe 
of the arm and the inftrument that had been 
aflfronted, laying on twice furioufly about the 
favourite's ears, who was bareheaded, and broke 
the guittar in pieces, which returned a (bund 
lefs agreeable than when Don Diego handled 
it. At the fame time he drew his fword, as did 
all the reft that were prefent, and among them 
feveral officers of juftice, who are frequently at 
•thofe hours in the Prado, becaufe of the fre, 
jqwent quarrels that happen there, in which many 
jhravc B&en arc loft. The. aggreflbr fuiding him- 
ielf alone am,o«Lg fo ipaay Grangers, wi&ly took 
the advantage of the darknefe, and winding 
Jbirafelf into the midft of the throng, for fear 
lof being known, flipped away without fpeaking 
•a; word. 

: The coacb,r' which had been the occafion of 
all this difturbahce, made off fo fwiftly by the 
help of fix horfes it was drawn by, that when 
the officers would have feized it to pay the coft 
of their difappointment, they could not find 
what was become of it. Every one made oflT a 
feveral way, when Don Diego returned from 
running after thofe three gentlemen, believing 
one of them had been his friend. He was 
much furprifed at this fudden commotion, not 
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knowing who had been the caufe of it. Seek- 
ing all about for the perfon he ha(l intrulled 
with his inilrument, and not finding hioi, he be- 
gan to fear it had not met fach ufage ^s it de- 
ferved, for it was one of the rareft pieces of the 
age. 'Whilft be was lamenting its abfence, the 
guktar was all in Ihivers in the hands of a fu^ 
preme judge in criminal affairs, who was examin- 
ing that matter, quefboning the man that ha4 
been hurt, who could not fay who (truck him, 
becaufe he knew him not. The darknefs cauled 
the confufion the officers were in, laying hold 
of the next that were in their way, without dV- 
ftinguifliing betwixt the innocent and the guilty. 

The furgeons being ordered to fearch the 
wounded man reported that the wound was 
very dangerous. They always make the worft 
of things to gain th^ greater reputation and to 
enhance their pay,^ Don Diego waited two 
days without hearing any news ot' his dear in- 
ftrument, and perceiving no likelihood of it3 
bting reftored, went to look for the perfon he 
liad intruded with it, and was told he had ab^- 
fented himfelf, and they kdew not when he 
would. come again. He qould not unriddle this 
myft^ry^ as being ignorant of the caufe of his 
departure. 

The Ipis of his guitt^r made him JQt (Up fQine 

E 5 
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nights Mvithout taking his rambles, wbich'-in^ 
dixcid Amazor ftili to live in hopes j for he ob- 
feifved all his adions, endeavourifig to difcover 
foine figns of amendment, but ftill could ma^ 
ltd found joidgment by them. If he happened 
to live three cteys within compafs, he fpem three 
^eks in his ilftial extravagancies, 
'The wounded geiltleman grew^ worfe and 
worfe, which threw hiiii intoa fever, fo that the 
Ibrgeons and phyfician^did not Kke him. The 
judge, though he ufed all his endeavours to diC- 
<;over the affender, tould make nothing of it, 
which troubled him very much, becaufe the pep- 
fon hurt belonged to a miniftet of ftate, whom 
he was defirous to obfige. - 

Every one ftriving to do femething towards 
finding the criminal, among the reft one of the 
clerks of the court, as fharp as an eld monkey, 
often viewed the rertfiains of the jguittar con». 
xnitted to his cuftody, hoping to-' find'ike own- 
er's name upon it, becaUfe abundance of young 
•men ufed to be guHty of tbftt folly. However, 
he took fo much pains in putting together the 
pieces, that he at length found the name of the 
workman that made k; and, as. if he had found 
•out the philofopher^s ftone, hafted away to that 
inftrument maker's houfe, who being (bowed 
the ruins of the guittar, fbon knew it, andfaid 
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it belonged to Bon Diego, which was confirm* 
ed by his jpurnejman and apprentice. The 
clerk not fatisfied with this verbal declarationi 
feot them all three in cuftody to the judge» w}iere 
they confirmed what they had before depofed 
under band and oath. Tim done, the judge 
forbid them, under fevere penalties, acquainting 
Don Diego with what had happened ; and 
thought he had now fufficient evidence for fe« 
curkig of the offenders, and putting them to the 
rack in cafe the wounded man mifcarried^ Search 
was immediately made for Don Diego, in order 
to fecure him the next night, but the cunning 
inftrunient maker, who had made the guittar, 
and given his depofition againft our adventurer^ 
not regarding his proteftations before the judge, 
found bim out, and acquainted him what was 
in agitation againil his perfon, and with the 
wretch^ condition of the guittar. He told 
him all the particulars concerning his unfortu- 
nate inftrument, and how it had been beaten to 
pieces about a gentleman's ears in the Frado ; 
£0 that by this account and his friend's abfence, 
he might ealily guefs at the reft. He was ex- 
tremely concerned that his guittar had fuflfered 
fiiipwreck againft the rock of the wounded per- 
ion's head^but was more troubled at his friend's 

E 6 
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abfence, concluding that if the patient died, he 
muft lofc him for ever. 

Then bringing the cafe honie to himfelf, and 
con^derin'g the advice he had juil received*, he 
eurfed the clerk that had been the caufe of his 
trouble. How durft you, felfe treacherous 
wretch, faid he, as if the man had been by 
him, pradlife againft my reputation ? Have you 
the impudence to attack my hoclour, and to 
contrive to oblige me to appear and give ail ac- 
count of my aftions before a judge ? , Muflr i be 
this day liable to the cetrfures of foch a petti* 
fogging knave as you, who give crimes what 
turn you will, and magnify them according to 
your fancy or malice? Doubtlefs, this is a mat* 
ter of fuch moment, I muft advife with fome 
perfon of difcretion and experience, who may 
put me in the way how to fliuB the fcandal I 
may otberwife undergo ; but to whom can I 
better have recourfe than to my faithful Ama- 
dor ? 

Thus was he talking to himfelf when Ama^ 
zor entered the room, to whom he communii- 
cated the perplexity he was in. Ama2or, with- 
i)ur farther delay, called leveral porters, and in 
« moment removed the nioh valuable goods iiw^ 
So an ambaflador's houfe, who hved cloie by. 
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The ambaflkdor's fecretary, who was Amazor'is 
intimate friend^ took care of thofe. goods, and 
provided a chamber for our adventurer. Thuj 
did-he fecure himfelf againft the firtl flrokes of 
juftice ; for though he was innocent, he would 
haves fufieredinuch> for the abfent- offender, be« 
ing unwilHng to accufe him, though it were to 
clear hicnfelf of all the foul, circumftances that 
appeared againil him. . . 

Having thus difpofed his afl^irs, Don Diego 
went with Amaz^or to the ambaflkdor's houfe, 
where he. was courteouily received by the iecre^ 
tary ; and having acquainted his mailer with the 
whole afiair, prevailed' with him to ufe his in- 
terefl for him. Soon after the furgeons percet^ 
Ted that tb& wounded gentleman began to mend 
apace, notice whereof was preiently given to 
the abfent gentleman, who had been the author 
d all this mifcbief, and of the trouble he had 
brought .his friend into. At length the patient 
being pretty well recovered, the other came pri^ 
yately to Madrid, where fevei^l perfons .of the 
greateft quality interpoting, an accommodation 
was {MTopoled, and the conditions were not long 
debating. The charming lady, whofe linging 
had been the caufe of all this difafter, had n 
hand in theie propojals. and reconciled all dif- 
ferences, etjgagmg.her word tooiir advemurer*8 
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friend, that flie would by degrees break oflf the 
familiarity his rival had contraded with her* 
Thus the party offended fuffered the peoak]^, 
becaufe he was not fo powerful as the other, had 
the lady been as good as her word. 

Don Diego feeing his friend. had now fuH fo^ 
tisfadtion, thought of revenging himfelf on the 
clerk who had comrived to bring htm into trou>. 
ble. Our adventurer was. very revengeful, and 
never undertook any but he endeavoured to 
make it as public as he could, , that it might be 
the greater. Ta this purpofe he made himfelf 
acquainted, by the help of feveral treats, with 
fome bullies that reibrted to the ambafTador's 
houfe, whence be would not remove until he 
bad been even with the clerk. When he thought 
it fit time to put his deiign in execution^ he funw 
moned all his inftrumeots, being feven in Bum»- 
ber, and provided them a fupper, in which he 
fpared for no cod > and they all drank plen- 
tifully, remembering all their friends, fome par^ 
ticulara whereof being remarkable^ we will here 
fet dowii. 

The firft health Was to the ambaflador's ftew^ 
ard, who gave them fandtuary in that houfe a^ 
gainft all the ferjeants and other offieep».of jo* 
ftke. The fecond to the generous Don Diego^ 
who tieated them fo often^ wiihing him increa£e 
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ofhtvitthtiyMfTZj thofe wordiy expenses. The 
thiid to folicitors »&d counfeilors, becaufe a- 
midlEtaU that have to do in crhninal caufet^ 
they, alone defend the criminab> provided they 
are able to pay for the lies and ftories they inw 
vent to di^oy truth, and make faUebood take 
place. The fourth to phyficians, as being of 
their ovm profeffion, becaufe thehr bufinefs is 
kSfing, though they do it with lefs danger to 
Ihemfetves, s» Tenturing nothings and never 
failing to murder a man when they hare » mind 
to it. The.fiftb to. the brokers, who fo cunning* 
ly diigmfe the hats and cloaks they ileal at 
night. The fixth to vintners and il^lkeeper9, 
who treat aad entettainr thtni os the road, and 
affift them ii^all their frauds, kvihort, tfaej 
drank more forts of healths than can be here 
inferted ; and to conclude with Don Diego's 
preje<^ it was rcfolved that they would the 
next night torment the wretched clerk; and 
thus they performed it. 

¥our oi the re(<^teft c^ the gang drefled 
themfelves up as we reprefent devib, in the 
moft frightful n^nner they could, and about 
midnight came to the houfe o£ the poor con- 
demned cBim'maly which was in a lane; They 
got into the houfe, the door being open, by rea.- 
£m that ieveral families limd in it ; and a great 
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^6g bearing theiti, fell a barking, and wakedf 
the clerk, who made his man rife to fee what 
ViAs the occaiion of the dillurbance. The man 
comiri.:; out, met thofe four frightful figilres ort 
the flairs, each' off them holding a lighted link 
in his hand, which filled the place with a thick 
Sinking imoke. Thclad was in fuch a fright^ 
that without being able to return to his mafler^ 
he dropped down in a fwoon. The devils prci 
fcntly rufhed in at the door he had left open, 
tnd went diredly to the clerk's bed, where he 
lay with his wife, who being both juft waked 
^ut of their firft fleep, believed them to be real^ 
Jy what they reprefented, which put them inta 
iuch a fright, that they lay fcnl'elefs as if they 
bad been deid, 1 hen the devils, without lo* 
fiftg any time, took hold of the damned clerk, 
every one takmg an arm or a leg, and fenfeleie 
lU he Was, laid him down upon the floor; where 
they brought him to himfelf by virtue of a good 
whipping with knotted ropes, laid on fo thicTc 
and iharply, that before he could fpeak a word 
he was half fleaed! The firfl word be uttered 
^as the name of Jefus, at which the devils left 
-him and "fled, making a moft hideous lioife at 
the doors, to c6nfirm the opinion he had coii. 
ceiled of them ; fo that when the .torm was 
iiver, he ablblutely concluded they were devils, 
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iTnce they, vaniOied at his calling upon that holj 
name. He lay flretched out on the ground half 
dead, what with the cruel flogging, and what 
with the fright, flis poor wife lay quaking, all 
bathed in a cold fweat, and had ftirunk down 
into the bed, not daring to put out her head ; 
fo that the wretched fellow lay all night as the 
devils left him. When day appeared, and diffi- 
pated all terrors, the body was found in the midft 
of the floor in a high fever, and his wife in the 
fame condition. They were long in the hands 
-of the ableft phyficians, and very narrowly 
cfcapied death. 

"^ The news of tt»s accident was foon fpread 9XL 
^ver the towto, and even from the mouths of 
4bme who had the fiory from the clerk himfelf. 
Every one talked of it according to his own 
fanty» aAd fome faid, he was certainly guilty of 
^ome heinous crimes, unknown to men, iinde 
^aven had punifhed him by the hands of helliih 
1 executioners. Don Diego hearing this difcourfcd 
-about the town, after the account he had re- 
ceived from thofe that did the execution, thought 
himfelf fufficiently revenged. Our adventurer 
only pitied the poor wife ; but a good bulband 
and wife are fo clofely allied and linked toge- 
ther, that there is no doing the one a kindnefs 
without the participation of the others Alter 
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this noble exploit, Don Diego kept at home finr 
fome time, liying in a very decent manner;:'bttt 
this humour lafted not long ; for before voukj 
days were paft, he fell again to his aighc 
rambles. > : . 



ADVENTURE VI. 

The fun ha^d now arun his courfe, and day fhut 
in, when our noble Don Diego, whom experi^. 
ence made never the wifer, refolved to feek n«w 
dangers, or rather : to meet them, for . they itoo 
often prefeDted themfelyes to. him; but beloie 
we enter too far upon this adventure, it will be 
requifite to make a^ihort digrefllon* 

There was at this time 9t Seville, ainan-of .b 
genteel preffnce enough, who kept himfelf tO: 
decent apparel, and pa0cd for a gentleman i Intf: 
might be properly enough compared to ao ea^, 
for by day he. looked the fun in the face, and 
by night he followed his prey, ftealisig whatfo.- 
ever came in his way. At the Beginning of his 
reign he took the name of Don Diego, . wltU 
time having difcovered what profelfion he foU 
lowed, he had the furname given him of Love- 
Night; io that there were two men of the 
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ftme name at once; for, as has been £iid, our 
adveimiier uras fometimes called Fly- Light, and^ 
IbiBetiincs Love-Night, thefe two additional 
names figni^ng almofl the feme thing, though 
proceeding from different caufes, fome more 
fcandalous than the other. 

It feemed to be fatal to our Don Diego, to 
be brought into trouble by the miftaking of 
names; but that which he -met with among the 
pretended fprttes wad no^more than a flea-bite 
i6 comparifon c^what he endured in this new 
adventure j for as much as among perfons 6f a 
gener^ras difpofition, thdhr honour i» xnuch dear* 
erthaa their li&i. This Don Diegaat Sevillev' 
perceiying that his practices were -difcovered, 
and that there was a talk of calling him to an 
account, gave out that he was going away to 
Madrid, the Theatre of Wonders; and the load* 
ilone that attrndl^ both the good and the bad; 
\M: the day be left Seville, inftead of making to« 
wa^ the Court of Spain, he went away to Gra- 
nada, boping^ he might play his cards tbere^ and 
live a confiderable time before he was difcover^ 
cd, that city being very kind to ftrangers. 
" The news- of his journey to Madrid being 
fpread abroad among all that knew him, the* 
fon of a jeweller of Seville had notice of it, who 
bemg deceived by common &me, a wonder that 
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a tradeQpan (houLd bie ioipofed upoo, rQfoIye4 
to follow him igiinediat^ly, and wkh aj^ ppi9S^I>]^ 
fpeed, to the gre$^t; detrimeot of talis. battQi(?kj|, 
which were miferaibly gallied ; and of hisi -fto^ 
machy that often neturned moi;e thaa it had Fe<> 
ceived, being grievoufly (li^ken by the bir^d 
mules that ai« on that road. The caiif<? of hia 
eoduriog all thefe hardlhips was, that this ibarp. 
iflg Don Dtego had taken away fome jewels and 
diamond rings of hi3> of vahiQ, whijcb he ha4 
trufted him with« As foon as h^ came tp ]\lar 
drid, he delivered printed bills in ^U Xhfi^ gpldr 
fmiibs fbopSf . defcribing thofe jewels, aodin the 
2Sieaii\7hile inSauated himfelf izito aU coa^^. 
mcs, in hopes, to meet with his man. - 

The fecond night after this jeweller came to 
Madrid, our primitive and legitimate Don Difr» 
go Love-Nighty takii^g no warning by hia paft 
misfortunes, fat oat again, expofing himfelf in 
defiance of fortune. The occafion of this Tally 
was to divert himfelf with a young beautiful 
townfwoman, wife to a folicitor, who was rec- 
koned a (harp witty woman, and very good 
dancer, ready to. receive any thing that was of* 
fered her, and oonfequendy eafy to be bribed. 
In order to gain admittance to her, Don Diego 
made ufe of a fly old woman, well verfed in car- 
rying on amorous intrigues, and vvha^ under coi* 



T£IE NrOHT ADVENTURER. 93 

lo\ir of promoting chaftity, only contrived to 
deilfoy it. The bargain was ftruck up, and 
Don Diego had leave to go vifit the folicitor's 
wife that night betwixt twelve and one, upon 
c6nditk>n that he flioiild give her two diamond 
rkigs (he had feen on his fingers, and which he 
had a great value for, becaufe they had been 
his mother's ; but what is there that lull will 
riot facrifice when its infolence is not checked? 
Befides, he was to lay afide the habit of a gen- 
tleman, and difguife hinrfdif like a fervant, to 
the end, that if her hufband fhould happen to 
meet him going in or coming out, (he might 
tell him it was a man her mother had fent to 
inquire after her health. For the better carry- 
ing oti this plot, the folicitor's wife fent him by 
the old woman, a letter (he had received that 
very day from her mother, which (he bad feal- 
6d up again, and wrapt in another paper, that 
it might ferve a fecond time, as occa(ion might 
offer : Furthermore, that he (hould come in the 
back way, going along under an old mud wall, 
and open the garden door with a mafter-key 
(he fent With the letter : Thence he was to go 
into a parlour, where he (hould find his millrefs 
ready to receive him, 

■ Don Diego fubmitted to all thefe conditions, 
left his houfc about the appointed hour, dre(red 
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as was ordered him, with the rings; tli6 letMrV 
and the mafter-key. Being come into the fttect 
where the folicitor*8 wife lived, he heard b ndife 
in a houfe, as if people were in a paiBon, which 
his curious temper obliged him to inquire into. 
He went in, and prefently fpied a man ih a 
court writing upon the end of a caik, and ftno« 
ther lighting him with a candle in a lanthom, 
for fear the wind (hould blow it out/ About 
thefe two ftood many more, fome half-drefled, 
and fome halC-naked ; fome without dockings, 
and ilipfhod ; others in their fhirts, with only 
their cloaks wrapped about them, muffling up 
their nofes, and mod of them with their fwords 
under their arms. Our adventurer ftood ftiU 
behind them, liftening to their difcourfe, with- 
out being difcovered by them, and by that 
means underftood that there had been a rob- 
bery juft then committed in the houfe ; that he 
who writ was a notary, and the other that light- 
ed, a ferjeant, who were taking the depofitions 
of the neighbours, fome of whom had fuffered 
their ihare in the robbery. 

Don Diego having thus fatisfied his curiofity, 
was for making off fair and foftly, to go on with 
his intrigue ; but, as ill fortune would have it« 
the damp of the night bad given him a cold in 
his head| which n^ade him fneeze three timesi 
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Mid £;> alaim «U tfaofe people, who cried out, 
^* WliQ i< there?'* Don Diego unwilling to be 
kiiiowo, dpubled his pace, without fpcaking a 
wordy which taifed a jealoufy in the others, and 
made them purfue him as they did, crying out* 
** Stop thief/' He finding himfelf purfued, and 
fb foully affronted, faced about, drawing his 
fword, ceplied, *' You lie, ye fcoundrels ^" then 
letting them come on, gave the boldeft of them 
a great cut oy^r the bead; but whatever he 
COul4 do to get out of their hands, they fequred 
and carried him before the notary, who had 
ilaid m the houfe. 

There was nothing about him but what Teem- 
ed to teftify be had been concerned in the rob« 
bei^ committed there ; his mien and his habit 
did not agree ; it was eafy to guefs he was dif- 
guifed. Being fearched, they found in his poc- 
ket a little cafket, in which the rings were, as 
alfo the mafter-key, all dangerous circumftances 
againd him. The notary divided the booty ve- 
ry -equally, taking the rings for himfelf, and gi- 
ving the key to the ferjeants for their good fer- 
vice ; .which done, they led him away to gaol. 

Fiiiding hinifeilf fo roughly handled, he began 
to declare he was a gentleman ; that they were 
axiil^en in him, defiring to be carried before 
ti^e Lor4 Mayor, whom he would acquaint with 



fore. UiiL . JSut whfktfwwr bt - couU; iajr^ liMgr 
.made lOo acxpoat' o^ itij iiq was .put ^iata aiimu 
geon in tbe.pci£bn, 4|s afsoight-rohbec, lA' fliap« 
lifi£r,.>and:a UrMker of cfae peace. Heiwa&im- 
mediately copfroated with two Jeal thkvw^hat 
hiid coaimitted the cri»ia ; .tfae|r^'faear](^(: him 
fay that he was a gentleman, and bad :% Jfuffi- 
cient eftate-'toUiv^e 4kccsDrding to.^ hitzqaality,. 
without robbing: anptber, »£>lwd to own faim 
for one'of:theirigangy not doubting^ but that, tf 
he was of tb^ jpaak he pcetended, their* caiiTe 
would be long depending, and, in the' meaft*. 
while their friends making ceftitution, ^romld 
procure their liberty ; ' be(kk$' that, tbej|r<migllr 
happen to get off by bis intereft/and, iSitnntut 
to the woril, they would be xrondefiuiedirtoXdine 
eafy .punifhment. Pon Diego pefocmng that 
theCe menjdepofed quite ■ contrary: tOh>vwfaat het 
expected, haAung. thought himfelf i«i|iertbat thejr 
would cle^rbim, and that confequently helhouldi 
be fet at liberty, and difcharged of. aU: Irbat ^woi 
alleged ^gainil.him, began .to rave^ and faiebavr- . 
himlelf like a. madman. Let ^us ka¥e •^itti;« 
while in that frenz^y to make.him th$ fpberei.. '' 
A-s foon as it was day., the j[iews ff Yii^i^p&j^jiM 
fonmenr fl.fw all about, the.. towja^ i;iis^»£4ttids 
wereacquaintedwith.it, iji^hot cam&^..vwmdiiatc« 
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ly^ offiHring t» bt bMnd body fbr body Cot him, 
jgrraing he had no haod \m the crime laid to 
hit chsfge.; bat they were not tliowed fo much 
at to^iee him, and went their ways aftoni(hed, 
and out of countenance, to hear it affirmed^ 
that m omn of hit qut^ty (hould be taken in a 
lobbcqri difgttifed, and with a [Mcklock in his 
pocket. 

Thii mmottr being handed about, it came to • 
the ears of the jeweller at Seville, who, overjoy- 
ed with the conceit that he had found his jeW- 
elt» and that our adventurer was the fame Don 
Diego he was in fearch of, went haftily to the 
prifen to enter hit aftion againft him, and to 
^ke notary^ to feiie the rings he had taken, as 
belonging to him. The many examinations 
and depofitions, on account of this laft accufa- 
tion, helped to fwell the bulk of the writings in 
this pwceft, in which the folicitor, huiband to 
our adventiHer's defigned miftrefs, who had been 
the caufe of all this confufioo, was employed by 
the jeweller of Seville, to manage his caufe. Hb 
eomtng to inquire into the fad, knew the ma- 
Oer-kcy to all the locks in his houfe, and under- 
ftood that the party accufed had been taken in 
hitftieet. This made him fufpedl his defign 
had been to rob him as well as his neighbours^ 
and thtnfiMEe finding faimiblf particularly con« 
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ceroed in this matteci, be declared himf^ a par- 
ty, and folbwed the bufine& fo hotly, that iie 
had Don Diega examined again upon frefh ck» 
cumftances and articles, which he alleged againft 
him ; but our adventurer being difcreet and in- 
genious, anfwered fo cautioufly, that he no way 
difhonoured the party who provoked him, fpa* 
ring him for her fake. 

This was the pofture of affairs, whcQ, through 
the folicitation of his^ friends, Don Diego was 
taken out of the hands of the criminal judge, 
as not fubjeft to his jurifdhflion, and turned 
over to his own proper court, where the feUci- 
toe declared himfelf the principal -profecutor. 
'Don Diego finding himfelf fo hard prefled, fent 
the old woman, that had been meflenger of Ibve 
40 the folicitor's wife, to advife her ingenioufly 
to perfuade her hufband to defift from his vio- 
lent profecution, or elfe he fliould be obliged, 
in his own defence, to expofe them both, and 
divulge that which would make them infamous. 
The jilt, who thought of nothing but her plea- 
sure, and how (he might fecure the rings rather 
•than her honour, took no notice (^ this admo- 
nition. ' ' 
I The judges and parties were ftrangcly pct- 
.plexed about the circumftances of this proceis, 
becaufe none of them knew the ieeret j tlH at 
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lengdu Don Diego findiog he was daily drove 
to greater diftrefs, by tbe.obftinacy o£ the fali- 
citor, refolved to clear himfelf of what he : laid 
to his charge, to his own fhame and confufion; 
He gave a full account of the whole intrigue to 
a gentleman of his acquaintance, who was very 
intimate with the judge, and expounded the 
riddle to him ; and having diligently weighed 
all the circumitances, he refolved to expofe the 
whole naked truth in public, to fave the ho- 
nour of Don Diego, at the expence of the im- 
pertinent folicitor's reputation. The old wo- 
man privately depofed what fhe knew of the 
affair ; the letter from the folicitof s wife's . mo- 
ther was produced, which Ihe had fent to Don 
Diego. The jeweller of Seville was fummoned, 
and being brought face to face with our adven- 
turer, flood amazed, as if he had been thunder- 
ftruck, and frankly owned that was not the 
man he fought after. Hereupon the judge dif- 
charged the proce£s, ordering the rings t^ be 
reilpred to Don Diego, as being his proper 
goods ; the mafter-key to be put into the hands 
of th^ folicitor for the fame reafon; and the 
lettjsr to be delivered to his wife, as a token of 
her mother's affedtion. 

This jud judgment being pronounced, the 
jeweller and folicitor flood gazing upon on^ 
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aqother like two fta,tuc9^ not^kpowipg wh^ pf 
f^ffOr bom to look, and at Jail .went awaj mot* 
tftifig ; the jeweller vexed 4bat he had tiayel. 
]e4 fofiir, and been at fugb expei^ to fo litde 
purpofe ; and the iblicitor in ^ irage, \ &r liaviog 
been the inftrument of his own difgrace^, . J)qn 
Diego, whofe courage was fCQoled by the rail- 
leiy of his friendsi got off with his rings faff, 
valuing them much more than the j^rthe was 
going to lofe them at, had he not beep prevent- 
ed by the misfortune he met with* Thus we 
conclude this adventurei oUeipying the trut{[i of 
the proverb, which fays, ** Itis anill wind which 
•* blows nobody goo4.'' 



ADVENTURE VII. 

X ouGH the unaccountable Don Diego was 
4iicbarged out of prifQn, and cleared of. the 
Climes laid to his charge, yet was be refolved 
totmpofe a penalty on himfelf. He had been 
fo much put out of countenance by his firiends 
tipping up all the extravagant adlions o£ his 
life, that it went to his very heart, and there- 
fore ho lefQlved to banifli himfelf &r,a time 
; from Ma^d, and endeavour to reform, rather 
^ia compiliaace to thoie who wiihed him wel^ 



tliaTffei^lntf b^b filtH&Aioto.' He fet- out' for 
that city m Spain ^hfcb is reckoni^ t(>aboutid 
ill lairnfrig above anj other in Europe ; vAAia 
rotfity, fcieiices are fo common there, that they 
atisilOft only taught by day in the fchoob, but 
at night ih the cellars. This is the city of Sa- 
latnan^a, fifsittd 'on the river the Spaniards call 
Tormesy which they reckon niore fruitful than 
the Nile^ becanfe its banks are covered Airith in^ 
finite plenty of fbveraV forts of delicious fruitg 
fit to pleafe the 'moil dainiy palates* 

TI^ voluntary 'bani(hment was the more ac« 
cepitifble to Don DiegOy becaufe the principal 
motive of it was to recover two thoufand du* 
cat^ become due to him as the only heir of his 
family, by the courtefy of liis brothersi who 
were pleafed ."Go die put of ]ur)dne(s to him. He 
bad fubftantial creditors to deal with, who 
brought him the funs in laVrfuI money, as fobn 
as they heard of his arrival. This made hkn 
fldt'^urn the fooner^ the wonders* he bad 
he^^^^oiTS^lamanca prevailing with hiih to 
ms^ (bme ftay there. Having fatisfied hid ctr- 
rioOTy, he fet out from thence doubly etiiiQhed, 
car^yingkway abundance of books, though fcr-- 
haps priiicipally out of oftentation, fike many 
others' in this age, who have great i^timbers of 
valuatds books^ finely bound,- but without ms^ 
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king any other ufe of them than as hangings or 

pi&UTCS. 

Being come back to Madrid, he locked up 
his ducats in a curious cabinet, with his rings 
and jewels, refolving they Ihould not fee the 
fun, but lie buried, till he had fome fufEcient 
occafion to fliow them the world again. The 
two firfl: nights after his return home were de- 
dicated to repofe, and he diverted himfelf in 
turnirg over his new books ; but when that 
fliort term was expired, growing weary of this 
confinement, and fancying he forfeited the li- 
berties and franchifes of his natural inclination^ 
be refolved to go to take the air next night, and 
that earlier than ufual, that he might have more 
leifure to walk the ftreets of Madrid, 

HowevAr, he* could not put bis defign in ex- 
ecution, on account of the vifits he received 
from his friends, who, being informed of his re- 
turn, came to welcome him. The forwardeft 
in this point of civility was a gentleman called 
the Miraculous Knight, becaufe, though he had 
no eftate or income, he made a very good figure 
at court, keeping a handfome retinue, and dref- 
ling as well as any man, which made many fu- 
fpeft he had fome underhand way of cheating j 
but they did him wrong, as will appear in the 
fcquel of this ftory, Don Diego gave him «ri 



THE NIGHT ADVENTURER. I03 

account of the fuccefs of his journey, and to 
confirm what he faid, opened his cabinet before 
him, and fhowed him his ducats and jewels; for 
be was fo full that his fatisfadion overflowed. 
After much common' difcourfe of what had hap- 
pened at Madrid during Don Diego's abfence, 
the Miraculous Knight took leave of him ; and 
though he would fain have ftayed him to fup- 
per,' the Knight excufed himfelf with much ce- 
remony. 

When he was gone, our adventarer received 
two or three vifite more, which kept him at 
home till near midnight, much againft his will, 
becaufe they were people of no confequence; 
but (uch things mud be often borne with in this 
world. At length they departed ; Don Diego 
took a light fupper, as if he had been upon ear* 
neft bufinefs ; and about one in the morning fet 
out from his houfe, yet fomewhat uneafy in his 
mind, for having been fo open*hearted with the 
Miraculous Knight, fearing left he, or feme 
other by his inftigation, (hould plot againft his 
ducats. Being difturbed with thefe thoughts, 
he turned back to go home again, defigning to 
remove his cabinet out of the lower room up 
flairs, as believing it fafer there ; and pafling by 
a churchyard which was near his ho^ufe, he heard 
a doleful voice, intermixed with many groansj 
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which Teemad to come Sxom the chMoel-hoofei 
where the bones of the dead were laid :iip, 
which made his hair ftaad i||i an end| bh. eyes 
to ftare, and his e^n to give more than 'ecdi- 
nary attention. He flopped (hort, and h^ard 
the groans redouble i whereopcm he began to 
coofider that it was mie of the moft heroic adi- 
ventures that could befal a walking kiright er- 
rant, and that if he did not attempt to fee the 
end of it, he (hould eyer aft«^. have a woisfe con- 
ceit of his courage^. 

Hie called to mind tl^s fidv*eilture » ike. Ap- 
ple Street, whiph w^ only jtiiepccfeotatiaft by 
perfons d^guifed^ but^ coacludied^ that thia be- 
ing the. real babit^tipn of tbe.dead, there covid 
be no deceit. £(ejdr9w 9Q«f» wd. perceiv^ a 
faiallgliipxi^ring4)lr9iigh.4<:raA07 ifl a board, 
and going round it^ found adoof, oat $if which 
there came more light. Being abotat to go in 
boldly, he trod on,adead.iQ»9*«.4ry.nb« that 
fnapped im^er his foot, at Which ftOife a manly 
voice aiked himi 'VWhq is : these iVv At the 
fame time out caune ^a hafldfoBBe man, with, a 
fword in ,one hand, and adark.^ntboni in the 
other, fo that there was ap feeiog him that. held 
it. Don Diego perceiTing* the glittering.of the 
fword, drew his, and immediately the man UiaC 
made towards him cried out« ** Don. Diego, my 
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!^.dur fiaeod;" HeAkrKftw trim by his YOice, but 
qot b5» his perfolh by reafon cy^ the (hade of the 
lorahonv and pcr^ived it was the Mimcalous 
KBigbty^ who had bten to vifit Inrx^ that eyeiN 

: : 1109 Diego ainfiseid to meet him in that marN 
Her, Mfkod ^hiSt he did there? '* Alas, Don. Dteu 
*^.:gafifwai ^f' you^come ata time when I am 
'^ fua:of ^cmUd ; but, in (hort, I mud tell you, 
^MhaisebeeoHianied ahnoft thde two years to 
** a young lady of quality, and yet iio creature 
/Vkoom «f iu bttC only two friends, and the 
^vfiiadttbttiiiarfiad U9^ This young lady has 
*^<iveei.fidtt. continued at hes father'a boufe, 
.^.3fulihout-be»£ Che leaft fuipeded by any bo-^ 
*i Afs;* dkhar at home or abroadv Immediately 
'* after I leftyxMS, ihe (cut fi)v me, and told me,. 
i'. that hes time was upi the palm began to come- 
!*.faft upon her; that feanng her father's feve- 
". tity, wbo^ottld certainly murdep her, if he* 
^idilcovered Jier offence, (he defired me to take 
.*!^:faeraway fsom his houfe, and convey her to* 
^ fome- place where (he might be delivered with' 
H.teis dxead. Being altogether furprifed at this 
^ ieocidentr aadconfidenng your houfe^was clear, 
,*t.yotLxiot bdng married, I was^ going to put 
9 ntfyfislf into your protection, and to- commit 
^Mj fccret and thia youngs lady's honour to^ 



2C6 THE NIGHT ADVENTURED* 

•* your difcretion. But as wc were paffing by 
'^ this churchyard, I condading her with this 
" lanthorn, the throws came fo faft upon her, 
^' that (he could go no farther, and I wa& for- 
*' ced, as faft as I could, to bring her into this 
" charnel-houfe, which, by good luck, I found 
" open." 

The knight was juft come to thefe laft words^ 
when the woman gave notice of her being there,^ 
crying out, Jefus, Jcfus, and then fetching up a 
long iigh, God be praifed, faid ilie, it is over» 
The knight ran haftily to her, and fo did Don 
Diego, and found fhe was delivered of a beau* 
tiful child, born under moft iaaufpicious cir- 
cumftances, had they been fuperftitbus, as en- 
tering into life in the very maniion of death* 
It was a ftrange fpedlacle to fee the poor lady 
ftrctched out upon fo many dry bones, and the 
infant born amidft the dead. The father took 
up the little babe, and wrapping it up in hia 
cloak, recommended the mother to Don Diego, 
and went away with the child to a midwife*s he 
had in fee feveral days before for that purpofe^ 
and ordered her to provide a nurfe. 

Don Diego was left there by himfelf, with the. 
lanthorn in his hand, comforting and encou- 
raging the poor lying-in lady. There was (a 
little candle in the lantborQi that as foon as th^ 
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Icnight was gnne it went out, leaving them in 
that dreadful darknefs. I am in the wrong to 
call it dreadful, at leaft to our adventurer, who 
moft delight^ in it. Whilft he was taken up 
about this work of charity, one of the notablefl: 
thieves in Madrid had got intelligence of his 
ducats, and underftanding he had left them de- 
folate that night, he made to his houfe with a 
good pick-lock that opened all the doors. Ha- 
ving fearched all the rooms, he met with the ca- 
binet the treafure was committed to, broke it 
open very dexteroufly, and feized the bag with 
all the jewels. Not fo fatisfied, he opened a 
trunk,' whence he took two fuits of clothc'5, and 
making all up into a bundle, with the gold in 
the middle, arid the jewels tied up in a napkin, 
he laid it on his back, and made away with all 
poliible expedition. . "" 

He was not gone far from J)on Diego's houfe', 
when he fpied the watch going the rounds, and 
before they could difcover him, he fled towards 
the churchyard we laft fpoke of.. The \vatclv 
hearing him run, fufpefted he mufl: be fome ma- 
lefadlor, and made after him j but he being light 
of heeb, got to the charnel-Iioufe, where he 
droppedi the bundle- at the lying-in' woman*? 
feet, which (iruck fuch a terror into her, not 
knowing what it might be, • that Ibe forgot all 
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her pains. D6n Diego little thirikihg tbat te 
was put into pofleflion of hiii own goods, ftepped 
oat with his fword in his hand, to know whftt 
was the occaffon of the noife he had h Ard. The 
thief hearing him walkover the dry bones of 
the dead, which crackled under his feet, tbouglit 
it had been fome «vil fpirit fent by provtdende 
to puni& him for his crime; for a wicked man 
&ars every thing ; and coilfidering they could 
not find the theft upon him, cfaofe rather to 
fall into the hands oi human devils^-thtta^of cbe 
infernaL ^ 

Coming out of tbe cburchyatd ht meeta tbe 
watcby wh6 had purfued him fufl butt, they luu 
vxng laid in ambulh^ ta cateh hiM; bat the 
thief being ftibng and ikilfid at his weaposv 
drawing a gbbd hack^fword, laid-ttbout him lb 
fuccefsfully, that he made way thitHigh theoi^ 
andgotfafee£ -: 

In the meanwhile Den Diego eoimngout ta 
the entrance of the churchyard, without mect^- 
ing any thing, and hearing no more notfei 
thought it arafhnefs to go any fiuthet, and aa 
indifcretion to forfake the poov weak woman be 
was intrufte4 with, and therefore «VwneAto 
her, whom he found full of grief, and comflain.- 
ing heavily againfi the Miraculous Knight} 
blaming his ftay with fuch wolds aii4€X|>6cC> 
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'fibm^^aa^ teftifi^thej eamefrom a womjan of 
AmAy. \ Don 3>tego perceiviog fl&a was foiM- 
triiat.reccxvered, o0€red to conduit her to a iqw- 
flod mack's hoofc^ who had been his iervant, and 
.hvticW^hy there. She cpnfented to the pro- 
ik^faV: lie helped her up, gropphig^ and letting 
imr ttlt on his arm, led her gently to that houfe, 
ivhefe.ihe was co .rteoufly received* as well out 
' itf* nfptSk tp:khn that brought her, as for the 
ngard^^uo to her beauty, which charmed all 
jifaatiieheld at. Had not Don Diego^s thoughts 
been then wholly taken up with the cax^ of hiis 
4«c«tSi trcanoot %tU but be might eafily have 
givcn.ifajf to be in love with tb^ lady, for when 
he &W her by the lights he perceived beauty 
enm^ tOf enamour him* A spdwift was fent 
&Bnt6 affift her in aU that remaina to be done 
iftierdetiTei^, and in the meai^while ihe was 
put into fuch a delicate neat bed, aa might have 
citilkd theL^thou^ts o£^ jealous xna^, and lulled 
i>i0Siafleep4:r I^, ua leave than both there in 
'4bift c<ntditiop, and go fee how the Miraculous 
;. Kiii^^t wtts^ ipeodiDg bis time» ibr he vtiy well 
> jfl^fei??^ that namci fortuQe having in him given 
vtQnd^fM^ ipftances of her unaccountable &- 

>i::He^ being very fofieitous to. have the child 
'Akf B care of, beeaufe it waa indi^^o&d, and 
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confidcring the mother would be in trouble for 
his (lay, defired the nurfe's hufband to take a 
lanthorn, and go make his excufe to Don Diego 
and the lady he would find with him, and to 
beg he would make provifion for the unfortu- 
nate woman, putting her into fome fafe place^ 
where fhe might be furniflied with what was 
neceflkry in her condition. When the man 
came to the churchyard, Don Diego was al- 
ready gone to fulfil his requeft, though he had 
not heard it. The nurfe's hulband coming into 
the charnel-houfe, where the knight had told 
him he fliould find Don Diego and the mother 
of the child, and feeing nothing hut the horrors 
of death, was going out backwards, not daring 
to turn his back upon all thofe dreadful fpeAa* 
cles, for fear they fhould rife and fall upon him 
unawares. When he was near the door of the 
charnel-houfe, he happened to fet his foot on 
the bundle the thief had dropped there, as he 
fled from the watch, and finding it fink undet 
him, cried out, fancying he had trod on fome 
corpfe newly brought in, till drawing near it 
with his lanthorn, he found his mifl:ake, and 
perceived it was only a bundle of clothes. He 
confidered with himfelf whether he (hould carry 
it away or no ; but concluding that the dead 
could lay no claim, he refoWed to lay it on his 
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back, thinking it very ftrange that he ihoold be 
fo well clad, where all people are left naked. 

Don Diego having left the lady in fafety, 
and being anxious for his treafure, haded home 
to fee if all were fafe, and coining to his houfe, 
went diredly up flairs to the room where he 
had left his cabinet, and found it broke open, 
which touched him fo to the quick, that he had 
like to have dropped down j but recovering 
himfelf, he perceived the mifchief had been done, 
hi& cabinet rifled, . and his trunk open. Not 
knowing who to charge this upon, he conclud* 
edit was the Miraculous Knight had played 
him this game, wbilfl be flaid to guard his lady ; 
for his long flay gave occaGon to fufpedl he 
might be guilty of this foul adlion. To lofe 
no time, he returned to the churchyard with 
more hafle than he came, fancying that the 
knight would not fail to be there to look for 
his wife, the better to counterfeit innocence. 
By good luck Don Diego came to the charnel 
houfe, jufl as the man fent by the knight was 
going out. Our adventurer in a rage for the 
robbery, and fully concluding that was the 
knight, as he had before conceited, fell upon 
the man fo furioufly, that he dropped the bundle, 
calling him thief, and threatening to make an 
example of him. At the fame time an officer 
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fif >t]is unrtek Imppkeoed txy psg 'byy^goiiig: ktfmt 
difcmteotedlor having fpent the whxAd iiigllt 
patroiing about' wkb bis companraas; withoot 
lighcing on aagr bpoty. ' He bid them both. to 
kee^ the poace^ and anfwer his ^ueftions^ jovkick 
thtj iasmediatefy obejed; .for iti Spaia.4lke 
meaneft bfficer of juftiee is much f efpedted. 

The day then began to break, and the heaC 
of Don Diego'^B paffion being Somewhat oref^ he 
had leifure to obferrc, that the man ke had 
taken was not the knighft, and the ijnkiiefvs 
perfon finding himielf at liberty /and vis&fy co^ 
fideriag, tkati though innocent; keingi found 
with the bundle upon him, he might bebro^gfat 
into trouble, he thought fit ta make Aff beft 
of his way, and truft to bis heels to btiag faw 
off. In fhort, he iranifbed ina mon^^,^ leaving 
Don Diego lo asifwer for botlu Whilft. the^ 
fioer was puttinghimielf isto^the poftureitf:an 
examiner^ up4:omes'.thefealthic^*~wba'htt?iflg 
made his efcape from.the watch, had Jtratted^tiU 
it was day to come and carry .off the handle Ikt 
had ftoleirom^4uaoQ^ tbeiiead, tiwitk^wliom ke 
had left it in truft. He difcovered, at ibmbidi^ 
ftance,-twd men, whick wm^i0ur lulventtuer 
and the officer .cpntending.toge^tber^ohoweMiv 
he by degsees dsew near them: very, iopuflentlg^ 
with hat in. hand» liltening ;o .tbeii; .difcnurfei 
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andat^bke &]niS3tittQ %Dbitiagiqpon the bundle. 
At iaft thcofficcr touching BonDicgo vrith hit 
rod^: Gommandecl .him, in the lung'si name, to 
fbliovJiiin. The thief feeing them in motion, 
toolt up. the bundk, by fiknt conient of Boa 
J>iegi>.And the officer* and foUowed then, each 
of tbem thinking. he had been the othdr^a &t* 
^ant. 

. Whilft all thefe things were in agitation, the 
IVItracolQus Knight was fretting with impatienee* 
exptfSdng At return of the man he bad fent to 
IkM DiegOi., Being tined with waiting, he went 
oat to &ek hiiPr and coaun^ to tl^c. churchyard, 
fioi^ neither the mei&nger, nor thofe he. had 
font him to. Thence he went on to. Son Die* 
ga*a};oaio, where ihe hcatd the difipal news of 
the inbbery^. hut nobody, could; tell whelre be 
was^ .. This was a mjjghty trouble to btm^ being 
at once concerned farther misfbrtuoc befelleii 
1^ fidend, and hecaufe he knew npt where the 
Iidy wae that he bad committed, to bisiChargnt 
though be did not queftioa but flie. wae in good 
handa, and that he bad too much courage to 
btbkj^btx. . 

lAthe meanwhile Don Diego going aloog; 
Wtk the .officer, came to the juft ice's door» and 
boking about for the man that bad taken up 
^bundle, wbom, a^ has been (aid, be took to 



X 14 TBL NIGHT ADV£NTUR£ll. 

be the officer's man, and the officer concluded 
to be his, and not feeing him, he aiked the o£- 
£cer where he was, threatening to make him 
accountable for it. The officer refenting his 
words, anfwered him boldly, That he was not 
now in a place where he could play his knaviib 
pranks. This expreffion put Don Diego into 
fuch a heat, that he laid on the officer feveral 

ftrokes with the fiat of his fword about his 

» 

head, at whofe cries the juftice came out, and 
having heard both parties, and underllanding 
Don Diego's quality, he ordered him to be con- 
fined to his houfe, and two officers to guard 
him. 

The Miraculous Knight being tired with ruQw 
ning up and down, without hearing any news 
of thofe he fought after, returned to his child's 
nurfe, whom he found unfit to fuckle it. Her 
hufband flying from juftice, had called there ii> 
a mighty fright, telling her, he was obliged to 
be gone, and abfcond for fome time, becaufe 
fome ftolen goods had been found upon him, 
and therefore he muft get out of the way for 
fear of being thrown into gaol ; and, without 
explaining himfelf any farther, he fcampered off, 
leaving his wife in fuch a confternation, that 
her milk immediately went away. This new 
accident put the Miraculous Knight into fuch 
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confufibn, that had he not been a man of great 
temper, it would have gone near to diftraft him. 
He had the charge of a child, and was deprived 
of the means of giving it neceflary fuftenance 
to fupport life. In this perplexity, heaven put 
it into his thoughts to fend for a hackney coach, 
into which he went with the infant, carrying it 
to a village near Madrid, called Xetafe, defign- 
ing to have it bred there very privately. The 
thief, who had again fo boldly poflefled himfelf 
of the bundle before Don Diego and the of- 
ficer, and feemed to follow, had dropped them 
at the firll turning of a (Ireet ; and to prevent 
being followed by the trad, thought it beft to 
depart Madrid, to enjoy the fruit of his wicked 
fnccefs with more fafety, difguifing the clothes 
and jewels, with the afiiftance of fome knavifli 
brokers and goldfmiths, who made it their bu-* 
fincfs to metamorphofe ftolen goods. The lying- 
in woman was infinitely affi£led, being in a 
manner forfaken by her lover, and by him who 
had brought her into that houfe among people 
that were altogether ftrangers to her, who never- 
thelefs attended her with all poffible care, in pur- 
fuance of the orders given by Don Diego. 

Her father and mother miffing her, left no 
ftone unturned to hear what was become of her, 
but all in vain. In fliort, there was nothing 
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but trouble and confufioh among alt the pa4ife8 
concerned, each had their afflidion and Ibrrbw^ 
as well as the other. 

The Miraculous Knight came to Xetafe in 
the evening, where he found all he had occadom 
for to his heart's content ; he had put the in* 
fimt into a good nurfe's hands in k& than an 
hour, and was preparing to return to Madrid, 
As he was getting into the coach, he heard a 
mighty noife in the inn ; he turned in again, 
and fpied a man, who held another bj the col* 
lar, and tugged him about, as if he would have 
throttled him. " Have I got yoti," faid he, 
^ thou villain, thou thief; you are the maa 
** that robbed me about a year ago at itay fioui^ 
•• in Toledo ; I am refolved I will cut ^qur 
'* throat, that your blood may make fatiisfac* 
" tion for my goods you ftole. This bundle 
" you bring is certainly fome frelh robbery you 
^* have committed at Madrid, for which it is 
" likely feveral as unfortunate people as myfelf 
•• are now at their wits end." 

The houfe was immediately filled with people 
at the cries of this paffionate man. The Mira- 
culous Knight broke through the throng, came 
up to the perfon impeached, examined him^ and 
by his anfwers perceived he was the thief that 
had robbed Don Diego, who, as providence 



1ia4^ordere4it,. took up bis lodging in that inn 
^jm W i^erchant of Toledo, whom he had rob« 
bed Tome time tefbre. ITie mayor of the town 
was^,^a]led, the bundle opened in his prefence, 
an4 an inventory taken of all there was in it^ 
wliicb w^s left in the cuftody of the mailer of 
tne hojufe, The criminal was put into gaol, and 
the .knight returned to Madrid, to carry Don 
Diego the good news, which was very accept- 
able to him; and in return, he carried the 
l«iighito fee tus lying>in lady, who was no lefs 
overjoyed at this vifit. 

Don Diego was niuch troubled in his con* 
(cience, for having fufpedled the Miraculoi^ 
Knight to be guilty of fo foul an adion, yet he 
was infome meafure excufable, having ground* 
jed tliis conceit on the common received opi^ 
nion, that the knight could not live at fo high 
a rate without being concerned in fome bafe 
employ ; but now Don Diego underftood th^it 
lie. was maintained by the lady that fed his a- 
morous flame, (he being the onjy daughter of 
very rich parents ; and having for four years 
laft pafi: fupplied him plentifully with as much 
as kept him handfomely at court. Don Diego 
being eafed of the care of the young lady, ap« 
plied himfelf in the next place to recover what 
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had been ftolen from him. lie got an order 
from court to fetch up the thief, to have him 
tried at Madrid ; where, as foon as he came^ 
he confefled aU his crimes, and for his ingenui* 
ty was rewarded with a halter. JDon Diego 
was again put in poflefiion of his goods, not 
but that his purfe paid for it, becaufe juftice b 
a precious thing, and mud be purchafed at a 
dear rate. The firfl: nurfe's hufband was recalled 
from his voluntary banifhment. 

In the meanwhile the Miraculous Knight be« 
ing deiirous to deliver the lady's father and mo- 
ther from the great pain and trouble they were 
in, applied himfelf to feveral perfons of note, 
as prelates, religious men of known piety, mi- 
niders of ilate, who being prevailed upon by 
the continual fubmiffive entreaties of that beau- 
tiful creature the knight's miftrefs, or rather 
bride, took the matter in hand with fudh zeal 
and difcretion, that in a few days they prevail- 
ed on the father and mother, and perfuaded 
them not only to forgive the daughter and her 
lover, but to approve of their marriage, as if 
they had been really confcnting to it. Love, 
which had been the caufe of the offence, was 
now the chief pleader in this caufe, and fo en- 
tirely gained the hearts of both father and 
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motber, that upon making the reconciliation, 
thej demanded the infant to entail their eftate 
upon-faim. 

All their relations were invited to the cele- 
bradon of the nuptials ; for all the ceremonies 
of the church had been performed before. Don 
Diego took particular fatisfadion in his friend's 
good fortune, and contraded a more intimate 
friendfhip with him than before. On the other 
hand, the knight ftudied nothing more than 
hoW' t€v find opportunities of expreffing how 
fenfible he was of his obligation to him, for his 
care, and the iignal fervices he had done his 
beloved, who owned herfelf no lefs indebted to 
him for his kindnefs. 

Moft people thought that Don Drego having 
had fo much experience of the many troubles 
Bud misfortunes the life of man is fubjed to, 
his own having been fo often in danger, would 
for the future have lived within fome bounds, 
and endeavoured to employ his time better, but 
tht world was much deceived in him. He was 
fo highly pleafed with the fuccefs of his adven- 
tures, that it emboldened him to look out for 
others ftill more dangerous. Befides, he fancied 
that the night adventures, befallen to other 
men, which parents tell their children by the 
firefide, as wonderful and prodigious accidents. 
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were nothing but mere cheats and fMu to 
icare fook ; becaufe tbofe men being firighted 
at the firft (how of danger, and wanting counge 
to fee the utmoft of it^ have implafed their wild 
notions upon others £» wonders. lo flM>rt, 
they are generaUy weak. people that tell us 
fiories of fpirits and hobgoblins ; £br these is 
no churchyard fo fiightfiilas a timonHU man's 
heart. 



ADVENTURE VIIL 

The vanity which had filled Don Diego*s heart, 
for having come off fo advantageoufly in fo 
many perilous adventnvest made lum deipife 
all ibrto ai cktngers. He thought himfelf now 
proof againft any accidents, and believed that 
fortune could not control bis refolution. Up- 
on this conceit he ftiil fought new perils, to give 
the greater proo& of his valour, and gain the 
repuution of a hero, but inftead of puschafiog 
that good name, he was reckoned a rafli maa 
of an extravagant temper ; for wboibever alpires 
to be fingular, draws upon himfelf either the 
envy or the {corn of others. 
Don Diego was informed, that the tnTdliog 
3 
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Wft^rts/' Which pafs through the fea of duft 
In flimnifer,*lana of dirt in winter, that is, be- 
twixt T^)lcd6 and Madrid, performed their jour- 
ney' by night. For this reafon, and that he 
ittighttiave the opportunity of contcfrfihg with 
datkAefs^tiot to delight his eyes with feeing 
Tcrtedo 6nfce more, though a place the fun it- 
felf beholds with plieafure, he refolved to un- 
dertake that great progrefs, which is juft twelve 
leagues. He was alfo moved to it by an eameil 
deiif9 be had to Ijpar the railing and ribaldry 
there is betwixt the mean fort of people who 
travel that way. For this purpofe, he put on 
the fervant*s habit the folicitor's wife had before 
perfuaded him to wear for hei* fake, left being 
clad according to his quality, he (houM happen 
to give a check to the freedom of thofe fort of 
pedple, and be difappointed of the fatisfadlion 
he expefted to receive in their Billingfgate and 
nonfenfe. Having armed hirafelf with fword 
and dagger, he left Madrid about eight at night. 

The cotnpany he had in the waggon confift- 
ed of fome country fellows/ fuch as contratft 
firiendfliip over apot of wine; for in Spain they 
drinkno ale.. Don Diego took his place as it 
fell tO'his^iot,.for no compliments are ufed there. 
As foon as the wheeU were got off tht ftones, 
every. cHie began to let his clack loofe^ making 

Vol. I. G 



122 THE NIGHT ADVENTUMJl. 

a bideous noife, like a clock when the fpring 
breaks, and all the wheels run off in cfoaftrfioQ 
out of their ordinary courfe. Our adventurer 
was aaiazed at this Babylonian confufion cf 
tongues, andnolefs at the barbarous expnef*- 
£oons he heard ; but was pleafed, that though 
the difcourfe was not rhetorical, yet to him it 
was new. One told how be had paid hisiby 
at taking leave; another, haw be had been treats 
ed by his friends on that account; another, that 
he had picked his father's lock to get money ; 
a fourth, that he bid nobody farewell, for fear 
of being flopped by his creditors. In ihort, it 
was a mad medley of open confcffion of all 
their exploits, and fcarce three words of fenfe 
to be made out of it. 

With this plea&nt difcourfe they came to 
Illefcas, where being at the inn door, before any 
of them alighted out of the waggon, they fieU 
a brawling about a leather bag, which ferved 
one of the company for a cloak-bag and port* 
manteau, and being now miffing, the owner 
would have the waggoner to be accountable 
for it. They all fet up the cry againft him, and 
from foul words came to blows, fo that the 
poor waggoner was knocked down before the 
inn, much hurt, where the maid of the inn then 
waS| who Ihed fait tears upon the body of her 
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tio&rtunate driver ; but he was foon revengfld» 
for he th^t ilruck hioii hading to get out of tbe 
waggon, to make his efcape, hung his foot in a 
rope, and fell headlong upon the ftones, wheie 
he lay for dead. The officers of juftice, who 
are much of the temper of furgeons, that wifli 
for nothing fo much as wounds and broken 
bones, came in readily to keep the peac6, being 
as nimble with their feet as with their hands, 
when they fee they have their prey in their ae^. 
They prefently examined, took depoiitions, and 
fent fome to gaol ; and for the moi?e fecurity, 
they feized the waggon and mules ; all whidh 
they rather do, to ferve their own turn than the 
public good. 

Don Diego, who flood aiide, as not concerned 
in the quarrel, was neverthelefs taken up for be- 
ing one of the company ; and had been infallibly 
committed to prifon, but that he happened to 
, be known by fome of the country inferior gen« 
try, who prevailed with tbe mayor of the town 
to difch^ge him. His difgjuife was the occa« 
fion of^Jtiis being put to that trouble; and there- 
fo» lyhep a man goes wber^ he is not known, 
it h njecei^ry..his habh ihould i^ecommend htm, 
becaufe by that moll people guefs at hb quality, 
and fom^times at his humour. He ftaid feven 
or eight days at lllefcas, diverting himfelf with 
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the agreeable franknefs of a travelling damfel, 
that was going from Toledo to Madrid, to pre- 
fent the courtiers with a frefh treat. She lay in 
the fame ion With Don Diego, who falling into 
alove-fick fit, (he endeavoured to apply the 
.cure, not by adminiilering potions or cordials, 
tut by bleeding his purfe, whence 'ftie drew 
^fome ounces of gold. But this metal bein^g the 
. Tcry blood and fpirit that fupportslife, a few of 
the firft evacuations put him into fuqh a. condi- 
tion, that he refolved to make ufe of no more 
of that phyfician's prefcriptions, but to difmifs 
her, or rather difcard himfelf; To this purpofe, 
he hired a mule, as unlucky a jade as the other 
he had quitted ; only that being ufed to the 
pranks of the former, he thought the latter more 
tolerable. 

This mule having been hard wrought, and ill 

fed, had much ado to move, though the rider 

did not forget to put her in mind with his fpurs. 

She (tumbled every ftep (he went, which feem- 

• ed to forbode that he would not go far without 

< a fall, akid fo it happened; this might have been 

> more fatal to him than it was, had he not been 

fo frequently forewarned of what he was to ex- 

ped. It was a bleiSng he was fo well upon his 

guard againft his fall, for he mnft have broke 

his neck, or not much fhort of it, being like to 
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tumble into a quarry, had. he not thrown him- 
felf off on the other fide. Getting up, like a 
good Chriftian, he ufed charity with his neigh- 
bour, helping his fteed upon her legs, but re- 
nounced riding any more. He led her for a 
good league to an inn, to -which he came juft 
with the dawn of the day, having fet out of II- 
lefcas about midnight, and travelling all the reft 
of the night, in compliance with his old humour. 
Here he made a plentiful breakfaft, or rather a 
fupper, for he inverted times and feafons, break- 
fafting when others fupped, and went to bed. 

About four in the afternoon he was waked 
out of his fleep, by a poft-boy*s horn, who came 
along with a meflfenger, fent by order of coun- 
cil, and reckoned a mod fharp-fighted fellow at 
knowing a thief, though it is likely he was not 
fo well ikilled as. imagined, fince he knew not 
himfelf ; but it is the furefl way to fet a thief 
to catch; a thief. This man was come poft from 
Madrid, in purfuit of a parcel of cunming knaves, 
well ikiiled at making other men's goods their 
own; who had now given a fufficient proof of 
their abilities, at the coft of one of the richeft 
perfohs of quality about the court. He alight- 
ed at this inn, fearched it narrowly, and then 
examined the hoil and all his guefts-very fevere- 
ly.. Don Diego was raifed to be prefent at this 
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examination, and being in difguife, had paid 
for all, but that the meflenger happened to 
kaow him. 

Having made a thorough fearch and inquirj 
in the inn, he was very much concerned that he 
could hear no news of the criminals, nor fo much 
as find any body to bring into trouble; for thofe 
men defire no more than to find a fubjedl fitly 
difpofed, and they know how to give it a form. 
Not knowing whether he had better go on, or 
turn back, he Rood at the iftn gate, inqumng 
of all comers and goers ; Don Diego beiaring 
him company, and treating him With much com« 
][dai&nce, in requital f6r the ftvour h^ had fliow- 
ed him. }o(l as the day was (hutting in, they 
difcovered at a diftance, a funeral coming to« 
wards them, attended by four religious and four 
laymen in mourners habits. Thefe came about 
a bier, carried by two lufty mules, on which 
WHS a coffin covered with rich black baize. 
Tho font religious men who came foremoft, 
ftof^d ad foon as they came into the hamlet, 
t«Uing Che otfeeri, they muff reft a little, and 
fiiy there a^ fliorr prayer for the dead; that they 
mrghl pucferve the living. The officer bleffing 
himfclf whenthey came up to him, afked. Whe- 
ther they had not met fuch and ftich people, 
fd and fo habited, who had committed a notable 
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lobbery at Madrid ? " We have fecn nobody " 
replied one of the religious men, " but here is 
" a robbery committed by a famous femak 
«• thief, Ibe alone was concerned in it/' "Where 
•* is that robbery/* anfwered the officer full of 
concern, " and who is that female robber?" 
" Abs ! Sir " faid the religious man, " the rob- 
" bcry is in the coffin, uncovering the bier, 
^ and Ihe that has committed it is death. This 
" is a noble body, and as precious as gold.*' 
Then taking the (^cer by the hand, and drag* 
ging him roughly towards the coffin, for he was 
vcry'ftrong, " Come, Sir,** £iid he, ** come and 
'* fee this unaccountable robbery; come and 
•• fee what mortals are fubje<a to.** The officer, 
who was not ufed to converfe with the inhabit 
tants of the other world, not liking that ibrt of 
invitation, anfwered him in a very angry tone : 
•* Pray let me go, fether; I am not come hither 
** to call in queftion the adions of death ; be- 
'* fides I have no ftomach to look into a coffin; 
•• the fined creature in the world ftinks within 
" .. four-and-twenty hours after it is dead ; and 
" though you compare that body to gold, I do 
" not think it as incorruptible as that precious 
" metal, which alone has that pciTilege by na- 
^ ture.** This faid, he mounted a-horfeback, 
and went his way. 
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Don Diego contmued m the inn'wkb .this 
funeral rerinue. The drivers unloaded their 
mules under a great portal, they were carried 
into the (table, and a table covered near the cof- 
fin, which they watched very carefully, and there 
they fupped, inviting our adventurer to keep 
them company^ becaufe they faw he was alone. 
He fat down among them without any cere- 
mony, and they foon fell to downright drinking 
of healths upon healths, which muft have proved 
everlafting, had they received any addition by 
their frequent hearty draughts. 

The hoftefs fomewhat furprifed, as well as 
Don Diego, to fee thofe mourning companions, 
fo little mortified, whilft they were attending 
death, very innocently faid to them, "Cheer 
" up, gentlemen, cheer up, make much of your- 
*■* felves, and be merry, for I dare fay, there are 
V others that lament for that ,poor body you 
" bring, God giv^e it reft." He that fat at the 
upper end of the table, and dealt about the cups- 
as he thought fit, anfwered her, *• You have 
" fpokc fuch a fentence, fweet heart, as I little 
" exped:ed would drop from that barren mouth. 
" It is very certain, the houfe from which this 
" rich body came^ for it is no poor one, as you 
" call it, is now under very extrordinary affic- 
•• tion J and what grieves them the more, is, to 
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'" confider that thte perfon was taken away fud- 
" dcnly, to their eternal forrow : He died in my 
" arms, and my hands buried him. Pray t&> 
" God that we may carry him fafe to the placc^ 
''appointed, and be not fcandalized to feeui* 
*• take a little refrelhment ; the trouble oi »t- 
'* tending him a*foot, re<)uires good nourUh« 
" mcnt/' This faid, he drank to the hoftefs^s 
health, and clapping a great glafo of wine into 
her band, deiired fhe would pledge him; for. 
meft'Call the complying with their extrava- 
gancies doing them honour. Amidft this mul* 
titude of healths, one of the mourners found' 
his indifpofition, his head proving too weak for' 
the fumcsof the wine he had drunk. He be«* 
gan to ftammer, and talk an unknown tongue/ 
and at lafl dropt down in a trance, that ma6t\ 
him look like the departed perfon, for he ftill< 
into profound fleepj the perfeft image of death.. 
It was about ten at night, when fuch of the» 
company, as were mod in their ftnfes, thinking 
i( .time: to depart, bccaufe they would not'Jie^ 
there: Sill night, laid the bier upon the mule^, 
whicl^. had: been as well fed as their mafters, 
andipaidthe hoftefs very' generouily, who gave* 
them a thoufand bleffings, and made as many ^ 
prayers for the departed. They defired her to' 
take care of the man that was afleep, who would^ 
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follow them when he awaked ; and coofideriog 
that the mourner's habit he had on was of no 
uie for him td ftiy there, they (tripped him of 
it( feemtfig defirous to hire another man in his 
flead to complete their number. 

D(Hi Diego prompted by his hellifh curiofity, 
for we may well give fuch a name to that which 
pretends to dive into thofe things it is no way 
concerned with, and being very defirous to be 
particularly informed whither that funeral was 
going, and who the dead perfon was, offered 
them to iUl up that vacant place, and put on 
the ncrouming robe. They having found him 
tf> be a good companion at the fupper, took 
axiotfaer view of him, obferving that he had the 
looks of a man of coutage, and a good guard, 
and therefore received him with open arms, m^- 
ftead of the other that lay entranced under the 
power of Bacchus, and fo they fet out of the 
inn merrily. 

« No Iboner were they out of the village, but 
they left the highway, ftriking acrofs the coun« 
try, at which our new mourner was not a little 
furprifed, not knowing whether they did it 
through inadvertency or deiignedly, biit diirft, 
not aik. They travelled in this manner about 
two hours, till they came to a very uncouth 
JDountain, all rocks and woods, the habitation 



of wolres^ wild boars, and oth^i &Tage crea« 
tiuev. Whea tlN^ were got &r into the moun* 
taio^ tbe^ halted, and one of the gang, a very 
ill looked fellow, in a very haughty -tone, faid, 
fo far good, brethren, it is now time to diride 
tbis body. Well iaid, anfwered the reft, you 
are in the right, this it a convenient place to 
divide it. . Our adventurer was never fo ftartled 
in hit life^ ^,at the hearing of this propolal, not 
able to imagine to what purpofe they would ufe 
that, body fo barbaroufly. He drew a little 
afid<!, and prefently perceived they were all fal« 
iipg at variance about (baring the limbs of the 
dead body. From wordia they came to blows, 
drawing out (hort hangers and piftols they had 
under their long robes, as well the religious as 
the. feculars, which Don Diego had not di£- 
covered before. They grew to fuch a heat, 
that after much clattering of their f(vords, and 
many wounds given, they fired their pift<£s, 
which puf the mules into fuch a fright, that 
they fell a fnorting, braying, and running as faft 
a$ thieir legs could carry them. Don Diego run . 
after to ftop them, but they were fo fwift, that 
before he could overtake them they were got 
into a hollow way, and fo narrow, that it was 
impoiffible to pafs by, and come before Uiem;\ 
fo that he was forced to follow them with much 
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trouble ; for bdides that it was dark, there %as 
fcarce any fign of a road, fo th^t he ftnmbled at - 
evf'-v ftep, and very often fell down ujion tiifta 
of briars and brambles, which would have torn 
his legs, but that he had boots on. Howeif^r, 
flill hoping to get out from among thofe bufhes, 
he travelled about a league, with the hofrors of 
death always before his eyes, and thinking on 
the flrange and fudden converfion of thofe re« 
ligious men into foldiers, wearing fwords and 
piftols about them inftead of beads and brevi- 
aries. He was amazed at their wickednefs and 
barbarity, in dcfigning to cut in pieces a body, 
which, if of the quality they reprefented it^ 
deferved to be preferved entire ; for. this he 
thought was a practice altogether unufual among 
Chriftians, who allow of the opening of bodies 
to embalm them, but not of quartering them 
like cattle, 

Whilft he was taken up with thefe thoughts, 
he found himfelf near a fliepherd*s cottage, 
where providence ordered it, that the mules 
flopped of themfelves, which if they had not, 
they would have fallen into a precipice with the 
dead body. The (hepherds alarmed by the 
barking of the dogs, came out of their cottage 
with light, and were fomewhat ftartled, feemg 
. this difmal funeral pomp. Then Don Diego 
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muffled up in his mourning Aireed,' in as few 
words as he could, informed them that he bad 
loft his way in the dark, and was carrying a 
dead body, inquiring whether there was not- 
fome village hard by where he might reft him 
till day. Thofe good people being willing cha*-' 
ritably to aflift that wandering mourner, con- 
duced him to the village, where he found a re* 
verend curate, who had formerly had his fwing 
in the world, and was now by the frowns, ot 
rather the kiiidnefs of fortune, brought to this 
place, where he ipent his days happily in his 
ftudies and peace. He lodged the living in his 
own houfe, and the dead body in the church ; 
and it was very good luck to meet with fuch 
an hoft, as had lodging both for the living and 
the dead. The fexton and others belonging to 
the church were called, who carried the coffin 
and the trarvelling corpfe into the chapel belong, 
ing to the patron of the church, who was lord 
of the village. Don Diego took leave of the 
fliepherds that had conduced him, and content- 
ed them both with good words and bounty, a 
fort of payment not common. Being left alone 
with the good curate, he gave him a relation of 
his ilrauge adventure ; aud his holt havmg gi- 
ven him a glafs of'wme, and Ibme pref ived 
quinces, condu<^led him to a bed fo neat, that it 
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added much to the inclination he had before to- 
Ifeep ; fo that though he had thought to have 
lain there oniy the remaining part of the night, 
he ftuck by it fo long, that when he got up he 
could go no farther a journey than from the 
bed to the table, living that day like a true 
courtier. The good prieft was very well in- 
clined to make much of Don Diego^ who was a 
very pleafant companion, and therefore defired 
him to ftay there till next day, to fee whether 
anybody would come to inquire after the coffee. 
Don Diego liked his propofal, and confented to 
it. After dinner, the curate, to divert our ad- 
venturer, carried him out awalking about the 
village, which was agreeably feated ; and fit- 
ting by a pleafant fpring, they fell into difcourfe 
of news, by which Don Diego perceived that 
the curate . had not been bred among peafants« 
This obfervation, together with his own natural 
curiofity to inquire after every thing, moved him 
to deiire the prieft to tell him how he caioe to 
fettle his abode in that country dwelling. The 
other being of a complaifant temper, to comply 
with his guefPs requeft, addrefled himfelf to him 
as follows : 

** I was born at Seville ; the only kindnefs 
'* fortune would have me indebted to her for, 
''.that I might not call myfelf altogether unfor* 
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^ tunate; but fioce k 13 below the charadec of 
** a brave foul to blame the ftarii let us proceed. 
*' M7 father was of noble extrai^on, and more 
**.&mou9 for his victae than for wealth. He 
^\ caufed me to be inftmaed in bumaa and di- 
** vine learnings that he mi^ leave me a never 
*' failing inheritance ; and my genuis fuicing 
'* with the emploj^meat ray &ther had choien 
*^fbr me, I outAripped moft of my fellow ftn«* 
** dents, and foon took my degree of do<Sor of 
** the civil law. The fame of this being fpread 
** abroad throughout the dty, made many am- 
** bitious to marry me into their families. I 
'* had fome beautiful maids, with good fortunes, 
" propo&d to me, fufGcient baits to allure fen- 
" fuality and covetoufnefs ; but having as yet 
'^ no inclination to confine myfelf to the bonds 
*^ of matrimony, I could not approve of any of 
'' the propofals ; fo that having rejeded fb much 
*' wealth and fo many beauties, as might have 
^* moved the mod infenfible to pleafure and 
*' avarice ; and having £3 oftea withilood the 
*' perfuafions of all thofe that endeavoured to 
** engage me in matrimony, it was generally 
*' concluded that I had fome fecret averfion fea 
" women ; but the charms and perfections of a 
** certain lady bapiihed the notion conceived of 
«« my being a womaa-hater. Her perfunaL 
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•* beauty, and excellent wit, #eit 'iitififtible 
^'. weapons, and indiflbluble fpells, that ct>nc}uer- ' 
*' ed and enflaved all fuch as could gainaidmit- ' 
" tance to her. Among- the many that afpii^d' 
•• to this honour, fhe admitted of my addrefies, * 
" and not many days after, with ther joint con*" 
" fent of her friends and mine, the kndt'of per-* 
*' fed union betwixt us was tied in'th^ ch^irtA. ' 
*' I lived with her two years, in a -teppy <S^ndi." 
" tion ; and confidering the mut«tbility'&f wWld*- ' 
** ly affairs, I may fay that was a lorig tinfte; but?£ 
" muft not dwell upon thofe'thoaghts,theremen4- ' 
" brance of them would but refefh the wounds' 
" which the lofs of her has made in my heart. 

** This dear better half of me had a brother, ' 
" whofe youthful gallantries grew into- fucfr 
" fcandalous extravagancies, that he became' 
" odious to all the inhabitants of Seville. He 
" often fell into the hand^ of juftice, and went* 
" through the difgrace of a gaol, whence my^ 
".care, or rather my purfe, ftill delivered him f 
** for it is certain money h the fureft friend upon" 
•' all occafions* A fcandalous diforderly cdurfe' 
" of life was become fo habitual to hitn, that 
" inftead of being reftrained by the confidcSra- 
" tion of fuch Ihameful punifhments undiergonie, 
" fince virtue had no power over him, heftill 
"gave himfclf up inordinately ,td vioc.^ Ecr- 
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^* c«iyiiig that whatfoeyer coutfe of mildnefs or 
" feverity I toQk, it was irapoffible for mQto 
** oyercome his vicious, inclinations; I forbid 
^' him my hQufe^ . and ordered all my fervants' 
" to keep. him out if he came; but my orders 
** were in- vain, A lawgiver muft proportion 
•* the power the ■ fubjefts have to obey, to the 
" laws he enads ; for if they cannot be obfer- 
•* ved, they make the lawgiver contemptible, 
" and are fometimes the caufe of difturbing~the 
" public peace, and the fource of many troubles. 
" This was my cafe j and when I call to mind 
*' thefe things, I cannot forbear fhedding tears. 
** I (hould be afliamed to expofe my weaknefs 
" before you, were I not convinced that you 
^* will think me excufable, when you have heard 
'* the caufe. 

** My wife loved this young man, as nature 
** obliged her, and as her only brother, fo that 
" his debauchery and lewd life no way dimi- • 
" niflied her affedlion, and therefore (he counte- 
*' nanced his coming into my hgufe, and fuffer* 
'* ed . him to vifit her in my abfence. He had 
*' fpies that followed me continually, and care- 
" fully gave him notice of my return, ^hat he 
" might be gone, or at leafthide himfelf before 
'^ I eame home. But when ill fate purfues us, 
'• it overtakes us in thofe very way^ lye take to 
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" avoid it. They tried to hide hitn ill my 
** chamber, in a corner befaand the bed where 
^ my wife and 1 lay ; and this cohtriTance ha- 
^ ving often proved fuccefsful, f hey ftill made 
*^ ufe of it whenfoever they had occafioiu'^ It 
*' happened that going home one di^ening, and 
'^entering that chamber without thinkmg any 
** thing, the young man having been £i£(ed by 
'* his fpies, was furprifed, and thinkingto hide 
*^ himielf haftily, his foot hitched in a tabk» and 
V he fell flat on the ground. I hearing the &U, 
^* without feeing who it was, for day wiirifai^in, 
'^ ran in fwiftly and laid hold- of bimy ay hi^ Wa» 
'* rifing to get into hie hidh)g place. VnSba^py 
^* hafte ! I ckpt my hand unfortunately on a 
*' dagger be wore by his fide, and thinking he 
'* had been a thief, dabbed him three times with 
*' it, and he dropt down. At the fame time I 
" was fenfiWe of my miftake by his voice ; land 
** being ftruck with hotror at this misfortune, 
" let him go, atid drew back. He having ftill 
''. ftttngtl;! enough, got up with his fword in his 
" hand to revenge himfelf, and pufhing at ran- 
" dom ha the dark, thruft my wife, Who Was 
**^^conie running in upon the noife, through the 
" body, and then dropt down dead. If he de- 
*^ figned that thruft to kill me, he well knew 
*' where to give me my mortal wound, fince I 
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'^ lived mare in his filler's life than in my own. 
** By this time mj fervants came all in with 
^* lights* to incifeafe the grief and horror of fee- 
*' ing one that held me fo dear^ die in my arms. 
'< As foon as flie was dead, my forrow prerailed 
** fo far upon me, that to make fome amends 
** for my inconfiderate offence, I went to deliver 
** rayfelf up into the hands of juilice, like one 
'* in defpair, accufing myfelf of the murder of 
•* my brother-in-law and wife; I was call into 
'^prifon till the bufinefs came to a trial; but 
** my '^fi^<5lion fwelkd to fuch an unlimited e:^- 
*\Cft& that it diftra^d aie; fo that from tbb 
'^commoa gaol I was removed t^ the mad- 
" houfe ; where^ for a long time, I was the ridi- 
<«^ culoua diverfion of my enemies, who came to 
** fee me, for the fatisfadion of making me their 
" fcom. However, through God's mercy, I re- 
'* covered of that diftemper, though' it feemed 
^* incurable. I was then fet at liberty, having 
" fuftaincd a confiderablc lofs in my eflate, 
" which had been confumed both in fuing out 
** my pardon, and defraying the charges of Che 
*^ law, amounting to a confidemble funi. 

'* At that time an uncle of mine, threefcore 
** and ten years of age, who was curate here, 
'' fell fick of a hedic fever, and being willing I 
'< ibould fucceed him in this place, as knowing 
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*^ I was well enough difpofed for this profeffion, 
** be obtained of bis holinefs to take off* the ir- 
". regularity I had incorred ; dfter which I re- 
** ceived holy ordei^s, and fo became capable of 
*' holding this benefice, which he refigned up 
" to me. This is the occafion of my coming 
*' to fettle in fuch a folitary country manfion, fo 
". agreeable to my temper, where my only care 
" is to fulfil the duty of my fundion to the beft 
" of my power. What fpare hours I have are 
" fpent in reading good books, the better to 
" enable myfelf to infl:ru6l ^thofe fouls commit^ 
" ted to my charge. Thus do I fpend my days, 
*' expelling till it (hall pleafe God to call me to 
•• give an account of my adlions." 

Don Diego admiring that reverend curate's 
ftrange fortune, commended his refolution of 
fpending the red of his days in that folitaiy 
place. Thus difcourfing together of the hap- 
pinefs of a country life, they came to the cu- 
rate's church, which they found open j and that 
being unufual at fuch a time of day; the curate 
went in, and found fevefal perfons there in 
mourning, who had juft brought the body, of 
the patron of the church, and lord of the vil- 
lage, lately dead, and were in deep, conteft with 
the vicar and fexfon, becaufe they had laid a 
coffin and ilrange corpfe in the chapjel, which 
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was referved only for that family. The curate 
diicreetly pacified thofe people, and Don Diego 
coming. in at the fame time, concerned that his 
dead body could find reft nowhere, and that 
they were for turning it out, dcfired thofe gen- 
tlemen to allow him the term of eight days, in 
which .time he. offered to make out that his 
coipfe belonged' to the perfon they had then 
brought, land in cafe of failure, he promifed to 
remove it. His requeft was granted, upon the 
condition by him propofed, I know not whe- 
the^ it was; an cnthufiaftic fit of prophecy or 
madoift.that made him talk fo, for they fay that 
madmen fpeak prophetically fometimes ; the 
event will decide it. The truth is, he told the 
curate he had made ufe of that ftratagera, be- 
licTing that thofe people would be gone the 
next day, . and then they two might confult 
where to bury that ftray corpfe that was left 
-Upon his hands, and on which he would beftow 
that laft charitable ad of Chriftian piety. = 
*' All the people of the village were concern- 
ed at their lard's death, which they faid was 
through tort much grief, conceived on account 
■6f a robbery committed upon him, to the va- 
- lue of twenty-five thoufand ducats in ready 
♦ ■money and jewels. This being a robbery in 
which feveral perfons muft have a hand, all that 
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were any ways concerned, in liopes of being 
heirs to the family » took fpecial care, for their 
own ends, to have all poflible fearch made af- 
ter the robbers ; fo that having fent oiit officers 
and other people feveral ways, fome of tbem at 
the entrance of a wood found a man whom 
they took upon fufpicion, as well on account 
of his ill look, as becaufe upon examination he 
gave no good account of himfelf. They prc- 
(ently fearched him upon the fpot, and found 
about him fufficient circumftantial proofs for a 
farther trial; for in his pockets they found 
hooks, picklocks, &^c. They that took him 
carried him to the next village, which happen- 
ed to be the fame where Don Diego was, and 
being put to the rack, he foon owned as much 
as they defired, and difcovered ftrange fecrets. 

He confefled he was the eighth perfon con- 
cerned in the mighty robbery committed at 
Madrid, of a cabinet full of jewels and gold, of 
a very great value. That for the better remo- 
ving it out of Madrid without danger, they had 
contrived to difguife themfelves, fome in the 
habit of religious men, and others in the appa« 
rel of mourners that attend at funerals; then to 
put their booty into a coflSn, upon a bier car- 
ried by two mules, all covered with black baize, 
and to pieiend it was a dcctd corpfe they were 

2 
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attending to the place of burial. That this 
contrivance had fucceeded well enough, carry- 
ing them off at their es^e, and even in fight of 
fuch as might be concerned in the lofs. That 
he the deponent falling alleep through wean- 
fiefs at Xetafe, where the whole gang refireihed 
themfelves, they had left him behind, and ta- 
ken off his mourner*s garb ; but that when he 
awaked he run after them, knowing whither 
they were to go, to get his part of the booty. 
That before he could come up with them, his 
companions had fallen out about dividing the 
robbery, and had fought fo furioufly at fword 
and piftol, which they had under their habits, 
that he found two dead upon the fpot, and the 
reft mortally wounded. One had loft an arm, 
another was ham-ftrung, a third had his head 
cloven, a fourth half his face diced off. In 
fiiort, they were all fo mortified, that every one 
had left fome of his flefli and much blood on 
the field of battle. That befides, he left them 
half mad, and curfing one another bitterly, be- 
caufe, whilft they were in their fury, murdering 
one another, a ftxanger taken inftead of the de- 
ponent had drove away the mules with the 
theft, fo that they knew not what was become 
of it, and he was then going to hear fome news 
of thenu 



1 44 . THE NIGHT ADVENTURER. 

By this ample confefiion, the examiner plain- 
ly perceived this was the robbery committed on 
the lord of the village, for grief whereof he was 
dead. He run immediately to the cnirate, and 
told him all this wonderful news in the prefence 
of Don Diego, at which both he and his gueft 
were lb furprifed and aftonifhed, that for fonm 
time they could move nothing but their eyes 
and hands, fo much were they overjoyed at this 
Arange adventure. Being recovered from this 
tranfport, they went together to the church, 
and to the chapel where the two coffins were, 
the one of the lord, and the other of his trea- 
fure, which Providence had ordered he (hould 
follow when dead, as well as living, iince his 
heart was in it. They prefently opened it in 
prefence of feveral witneflcs, every one admiw 
ring how ingenioufly thofe thieves had diftri- 
buted their prize, con lifting in three forts of 
things of value, filver, gold, and precious (tones. 

Then Don Diego plainly Underftood the rid- 
dle of the falfe religious man, when h,e told the 
officer, who met them at Xetafe, that it was a 
precious body,, as noble as gold and filver from 
head to foot, &c. He might alfo boaft that he, 
once in his life, had the gift of prophecy, when 
he faid before, that his dead corpfe was near 
akin to the patron of the church, which he 
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finfficiently made out; and might have added, 
it was the rebtion he loved befl, fince he died 
for love of it. The news was immediately fent 
to the gentleman that was heir to the party de« 
ceafed, who came with the meflenger to take 
pofleffion of that treafure. He being willing to 
fliow mercy to the thief that was taken, as the 
caufe of his recovering fo much wealth, ordered 
the gaoler to contrive that the malefadlor might 
cfcape, as if it had been by want of care in fe« 
curing him, which was accordingly put in exe« 
cution. 

All the gentleman now wanted was to &tisfy 
die earned defire he had of being acquainted 
with our adventurer, that he might make him 
a preTent, or at lead to return him thanks, for 
that through his means, and the good fortune 
that attended him, the robbery was condud^ed 
to fuqb a place of fafety ; but Don Diego, who 
had a getierous ibul, defiring no acknowledge 
ment of this fort, fhunned all oiccafions of meet- 
ing that gentleman, who paid all the charges 
very nobly, and gave the two mules to the cu* 
rate, who durft not refufe the preient coming 
from his lord, though they were none of his. 
This done, he returned to Madrid, taking along 
with him the precious corpfe, to be buried in 
another tomb* 
Vol. I. H 
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Don Diego was.fatisfied with his intentioh of 
feoxng to Toledo, without proceeding any fer» 
ther, and, at the requeft of thai good man,, the 
curate, ftaid a week longer with hiaa^.^paffing 
the time in difcourfe of man's forereiga Igood, 
and the peace and tranquillity . of fuch as^'ar^ 
free from worldly paflSohs, and the; true bleii 
Rngs of this life.. When our adventurer took 
hisleave^ he was forced to admit of half the 
pref^nt the lord hiad made the curate;: tb^t isv 
of one of the tpiiles, in regard he^h^d be^n the 
caufe of that bounty. Don Diego, whole heart 
xlra'sf.fiaughty,ri»)aki'fcarce. be prevju^ on. to 
iikt^ it;ibat was ?ioMrained at ^length tdifubm&X, 
cviher:but df JpomplalfaiicQ thane covetOdlHefsf. 
fl^heyfemfcaced, and partfed with' fincereaflfec 
tton,-£)on Diego promifing to writd<.to him of. 
^j^Latkt to^fevidto him the news of th€ court, 
6&t4i^m6QL diverting pi^fenttio^ tba£i^'tiiatfhav^ 
teteww 'the/ \\Wld'.i • "Ilie hopfes^^rff'thfe «dbei- 
-f^Metict' ail6viated ^'thb cUraWs ^ t^dUble^ fbr 
4^^'j^at^tion'} ftndrthe de&e of- returning.:, |io 
•BftitftAi frtad^^cftir^iat^ttturei tiy wJiethfer, his 
»?6fe*ad'Jmy'€ii»4Jo^htd^^^ ;!-.:jbo/.' ,'...;i: 
.6:1 lu 11. .,i: t.vn 'i'-Ab f'^i'-:'- ,;r- ' e':t : :o . 
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ADVENTURE IX. 

It had been happy for Don Diego to. have 
ma(de^ longer ftay with that reverend chiuch^- 
man, -whofe pleafing Jinj virtuous converCatioa 
might have in time produced Ibme. change iij 
hia- extravagant manners. The company of 
good perfons often excites, us tg foUovy thei): 
example; but- Don Diego's libertine temper 
was nor to be contained within the bounds of 
fociety, though- he behaved himfelf well enough 
when he was in it j for^ befides fome little learry- 
ing he had, his excellent memory and goo4 feofe 
made his converfation agrecubk. Ho\?v'ever, he 
only loved to keep company with wild yqung 
fellows like himfelf, who had no other employ> 
ment but ranging the flreets at i^iidnight, . . A-s 
foon as he returned to Madrid, he.fent Jto ac- 
quaint all his gang, deftiing tl]?m to megt.at a 
certain iifual place of rendezvous, to renege, th^ir 
acquaintance, a:nd drink a glafs togetl\er. Eight 
of this mad^gang-; who lof ed to grppQ.puJ their 
fort-une intiie dark; met at tj?^. place appgiptg^J, 
where they lapped together, by :Way,..9f clij^), 
, that .every TTian mightbe at his fuUliberty, ncft 
obliged to one another, and have np. occafion 
to make an^ complioient at parting, 

H 2 y 



148 THE NIGHT ADVSNttfRBll. 

When they had performed the folemhity of 
his welcome home, and offered facrifice to Bac« 
chus and Comus, the two deities they particu- 
larly honoured, they all fallied out in a body 
with their guittars, to ferenade their millrefles, 
and found a reveille to fome, that had rather 
have devoted their eyes to Morpheus, than theit 
ears to Orpheus. Among thefe was an apothe* 
cary, whom they made their fport, only becaufe 
they unexpededly found themfelves by his (hop, 
and Don Diego remembered he owed him a 
good turn. He had lived very near our adven- 
turer when he fell fick, after the death of Lean^ 
der, and Sirena's becoming a religious ; and be- 
caufe he made ufe of another apothecary, this 
man, out of envy to his brother tradefman, or 
to be revenged on Don Diego, never ceafed 
rattling his mortar, and made more noife with 
flourifliing his pellle, and chiming on the fides 
of the mortar, than with pounding his powders ; 
and the fhrillnefs of the found gave fufficient 
caufe to fufpedl that there was nothing, or but 
very little in it ; fo that fick Don Diego being 
very much difturbed with this ringing, fent fe- 
yeral times to entreat him to make lefs noife; 
but he anfwered, that he might do what he 
pleafed in his own houfe, fince he paid for it ; 
that he muft work for his living; that if he 
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waote4 a dinner^ Don Diego would not give it 
him ; and much more to this purpofe ; fo that 
Don. Diego was fain to make ufe of all his in- 
tereftf friendsi and money, to make him remove 
from thence, as he did at laft, hecaufe he was 
but a quarterly tenant, and yet he had not this 
fatisfadion till towards the end of his ficknels, 
after he had endured very much by him. So 
that not thinking himfelf fitfficiently revenged 
of ium for his impertinency, being then acci« 
dentally upon the fpot, he had a fancy to play 
him a prank. 

Our brave adventurer being at this time higb-i 
ly infpired by the fumes of Bacchus, whence 
moll of thofe wonderful conceits proceed, which 
we commonly attribute to Apollo, defired bit 
companions to halt. Then advancing eight or 
ten paces, he fell a knocking fucioufly at the 
apothecary's door, who was going to bed, and 
held the following dialogue with him : 

jipotbecary. Who is there ? Who is it that 
knocks at my gate fo late ? Sure they are fome 
lunatics, or night magiftrates, for no others durft 
do fo at fuch an unfeafonable hour. How now ! 

Don Diego. VidLy, Sir, do me the favour to 
tell me whereabouts lives a certain apothecary 
and halfdodor, whofe name is Matter Robert f 

Apothecary. Matter Robert ? He is certainly 

r 
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a whole dodor ; and as for you, Sir, he lives 
here, in this very place, and is the fame that is 
talking to you in p2rfon ; fpeak what you would 
have with me, for I have more mind to fleep 
than to talk. 

Don Diego. Sir, I beg your pardon with all 
my heart. Is it poffible you are the very mao? 
P^ay, jgood Sir, let me entreat you, do not de- 
ceive me, I am in more haile than you imagine, 
and I mud needs fpeak with bimfelf. Alas 1 
jAiox gentleman, he'll die this bout, if he lias 
not help immediately. Fray, good Sir, open 
tf(e door, ifor God's fake. 

=^ Apothecary. I know you not ; I will not open 
my i^oor at unfeafonable hours, but tell me what 
it is you want ; fpeak in plainer terms, for I do 
Dot 'underftand half what you fay. 

' Don Diego. O good Lord I Why muft he die 
Aeii without help ? I perceive you have not 
prepared that ihedicine the phyiician faid he 
had prefcribed, and left the bill here. 

Apothecary. God-a- mercy, thanks to my ftars, 
now I begin to comprehend. Is it for the Nea- 
politan gentleman, that is troubled with the 
pain at his ftomach ? 

Don Diego. The very fame, 

* Apothecary. Why, is he in fuch danger ? My 
fcrvant told me the phyiician had not ordered 
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it tiH Thurfdrfjr, ;whfch is not tUl aftet to.mbri» 
rotr.;: - . ' ' . . . / :• 'j v,:- :. '• 

D6nBk^. For Thurfdfey^! Lord;' Sir, whar 
d<}!sy(m lftlk'Of?lTMir:iiian is miflslken/aitdith^' 
pocdr gratleman "will pzy for it/ at the expence* 
Q£3)ia lif9[find.he&ith. '^ o / .'"^"* 

Apothecary. My friend, be ntibimpatieiit, dtf 
abtlfret; I ^11 put oh-mytslotbes dbre&ly, luid 
^ffiite yourfelfithe compofitioik mil be teady in 
lefrtban a quarter of an hour; wfafeb- will: be 
time enough to. cafe the'diftemper^ if God fo 
pteafetA-n --•■ ••■ ": ''i"" •"■ <^. •' i-::-:- . .^ ^ ^■. :i 
onUbnDifig^^ Makeha&ertfaen in tfae'toame of 
€k)df .but sobtc^itfar for mdch -pricqiitatipn as: td 
Builake^ ifmd^pror.yuo ; ^90 tlino^l'the, ^gentJeman 
iaa^pe^QNi.thatwill'requite.jroiir troubles 1 :A<* 
dieu^6rr.;^:0[ anrrgoing^tolell thAnjour ar^ co^ 
imng^dftermd..'"' i'f^- ' '•'.•. j r v'^ /": •'• * ■" 
iApotbetary. 60^ go ; nb mad : queftiohs my 
ijbility befides yourfelf ; but I paf don your ig« 
norapce;^ *: • ;•• '. '.-'':■•■'. ^- ' • '•' 

Don Diego making as if hei^ere going borne 
very' haftily^ aind trampling; hard on the ftohcs 
to be heard, went off five or fix paces, atad then 
returning fofUy, drew iiear thb fhojp;' and heard 
the apothecary calling* his mafr, and faying, 
^^.Hey boy, ^here is that laxative potion! made 
^ ihe'^day before ^yefterdey^ .for the: patient that 

H4 
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^ died 08 1 yms cvLttying of it; f llkt ffune IMJ 
^ be good for this man, the difeafe is almoft die 
^fame, 700 need only poor it 6at intdtf little 
^ mortar, and there make a«i infufion 6f fli KMe 
^ granus fimfik^gmus^ and a dram of ^^^fftrv* 
"^Jwn, then Jb/ mfte^i?, &c. Quick^ q«£6k,^tet 
•• us have done." ' \'i»ri .•; 

Don Diego hearing this dtfcMitfe, #a«'i^a 
to quit the place for fear of fpoiliifg' hk defigii^ 
fiir he could no longer forbear burfting dU into 
laughter. He returned to his cofflfpanictaai wlK> 
had been liftening to his dialogue, admiring^hat 
fudden fancy it. was 'that took hkn; Whhiaut 
fpeaking a word to them, to go b»it A>' the 
apothecary, and banterhim ; wonderhig at ' his 
leadinefs to lay hold of the apetbeoary*s own 
words to put the trick upon him. Don Diego 
told tbem, what orders the apothecaiy had gi- 
ven his man, about the compofition of the me* 
dicine, and the terms of art he ufed, at which 
theyblefled themfelves a thoufand times, and 
befiowed as many curfes on him. 

To fee the event of the jeft, they lefolved to 
watch his coming out at the comer of the ftreet, 
that they might follow him, and know tbd un«. 
fortunate perfon the. potion -was defigiDed for, 
to be facrificed to their frolic. They faad^m>t 
watched above half a quarter of an bo^r^beforo 



tknt ^w tlifit executboer come out of hik 
l^^nfilt. with the viol of the poifonons potion in 
ttt^T' hand, And a difli to ^rink out of, charging 
^pifiQto take care of the faoufe. They fol- 
lowft4 him clofoat his heels for a confiderabte 
}«a7».=ai^ iawhim go into the NeapoUtan gen- 
tleman's houfe he had fpoke of, after knocking 
lllong^time before they heard him. That gen- 
tJ^mHD .was of a r^ty weakly difpofition, above 
&(tyjy^di^ of age, and wholly in the hands of 
tj^49^qrs aod apothecaries ; but though ficlu 
l^fiJbi); was worfe in conceit than in reality, 
whiah was a great trouble to thofe that had him 
in cure. He was of a melancholy temper, which 
had fo far the predominancy over him, that it 
led him into fuperftition, fo that he did not ftick 
to feek eafe by charms and fpells. His friends 
defiring to divert him from fo great a crime, 
prevailed with him to have one more conful* 
tation of two able phyficians befides his own, 
where: it was refolved that he fliould take a 
purge three days after, whidi was on the Thuif- 
.day^ ^bllowmg. : The patient was fo eager to be 
cured, that he followed all their prefcriptiont^; 
and t)ie implicit &ith be had in the medicines, 
hoping in. them to find cafe from his mifisry, 
nifide him. relilh the mofl; loathfome and un- 
<ftimil7' i^^^ had been iiea*r 
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and ambroiia. And being extreitiely nicfc itk 
obferving all rules prefcribed by the pbyfician^ 
aird in taking the medicine j exiadtl^M: tlUe houts 
appointed, he kejMra valet ddcb^tnbre; m whole 
care and fideUty he confided, and whb hkdno 
otb?r bufinefs butto take thfe dbftdr'fc bUlir; 
and carry them to the -apothecary j fo that 
the other fervants had nothing to do tt cdncerft 
themfelves in it. This man perceivitijg ihat 
the lafl: confultation of phyficians gat6 his ma-^ 
flcr foroe fmall refpite, and that be Was to take 
nothing in three days, made ufe of that time 
tO' go viiit a young maid he was in l6ie li^ith^ 
and it fell out unluckily, that the apothecary 
brought his^choice medicine, juft after thi6 nur- 
fing-fervant was gone abroad ; fo that the other 
fervants, and the patient himfelf, believed the 
phyfician had thought fit to give hiiii fome 
potion beforehand, to prepai-e* his btody for 
purging, and that the fervant 'had gone to ac- 
quaint the apothecary with it. So the cour- 
teous Neapolitan, without inquiring any far- 
ther, took* the cup, and poured down the 
drench. • : 

, .All.this while our adrenturer and his ^ang 
,weae in the ftreet, full ^f different thoi!igfal8. 
Some laughed at the adion, whikt otb^r^ were 
unieh Gonceiinedi aa-fociefeisiogt'rhis'xn. cOflfc* 
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qoenees that might happen ; infomuch, that the 
wifeft of them prevailed upbn the fcft^o withdraw, 
andTreft fadsfied for that time, referring it to the 
next day, to inquiife after the fudcefs of that 
hellifh purge, which vented Bon Diego'd revenge 
Bpon the life of an innocent perfon. As they 
went out of the ftreet, they obferVed their num- 
hex' was not complete, there bding but feven left 
of eight that' were at the apothecary'^s houfe, 
which' fbmewhat pefprexed them ; but one of 
them, who was better acquainted with the ab« 
fent patty's fecrets, told them they need not be 
coneemed, for he- was gone td a place where 
there wa^ no need of' a guard; ' 

The reader, for his better information, is to 
dbferve tliat Mailer Robert, our famous aipothe- 
eanry; ha'd a daughter fo beautiful, that ihe 
might vie with the mod celebilated ladies in 
Madrid. The knowledge of thefe favours hea- 
.ven had bellowed on her^ made liei^ fo vain and 
conceited, that ihe valued "^^hcrfelf much above 
hei quality ; f6v though but of mean parentage, . 
yet flie had a haughty fpirit, and afpired to feme 
great fortune. She fcorned the addrefles. of . 
iuchtts were riot above her rank, though ttiiey 
were very rich, and only delighted in being 
xotirted by gentlemen, iliir retaining fuch an. 
^aKolute command over heir paffions"^ that wuH- 
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out wronging h^r/none of all ber adimrefs could 
boaft, that he had gained the leaft upon her in* 
clination. She maintained herfelf in this free- 
dom a long time ; but at laft Riodan, that com^ 
panion of Don Diego's, who had flipped away 
from the reft of the company, being overcome 
by her perfeAions, was fo dexterous, or rather 
fo fortunate, that he gained admittance to Do** 
rothy, fo this beauty was called, by the means 
of Mafter Robert's maid, whom he had gained, 
by the prefents he continually made her. The 
truth is, he was fo well qualified, fpeaking after 
the manner of the world, as might ezcufe the 
amorous frolics a maid might be guilty of for 
his fake. 

This man being one of the perfons invited to 
the meeting made to welcome our adventurer, 
was in complaifance obliged to go a- walking 
with them after fupper, as he did, but with a 
refolution to leave that infipid diverfion, and 
flip away from the company, to repair to that 
which was much more delightful to him. This 
was the beautiful Dorothy, whom that maid he 
fo bountifully rewarded, had put him in hopes 
of enjoying that very night; fo that feeing them 
make towards that quarter of the town, white 
his bufinefs lay, he followed them with the bet- 
ter will.^ He was overjoyed when Doa Diego 
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feU upon tlitt frolic agaioft his miftre&'s father, 
and accordingly gave the greateft commendaf 
tioQs of any in the gang to our adventurer, for 
his wit and contrivance. In ihort, it looked as 
if that whimfy had been put into his head, on 
purpofe to favour his good fortune, and the me« 
dicine he aiked for fo eameftly, defigned to cool 
his amorous flame. 

. . Heieeing the apothecary go abroad, let his 
companions follow him, and (laid behind upon 
the watch, expecting the fignal the maid was to 
give } for to add to his good fortune, the aflig- 
nation made him was juft at the very time the 
mailer went out, as if he had contributed to- 
wards completing of Riodan's felicity. He was 
fcarce got to the corner of the flreet, before the 
confident, by the confent of the amorous Do- 
rothy, came to the door, and taking Riodan by 
the hand, led him, as if he had been blind and 
dumb, into her miflrefs's chamber, obferving 
ilridl filence, for fear of awakiog her mother. 
.There Riodan found a candle burning, and Do- 
rothy fitting at the foot of her bed, half un- 
drefled, . At his firil coming in, fhe pretended 
.to.be furprifed, fella railing at her maid, and 
ftarting up defignedly, let fall her night-rai}« 
which covered her breafl, and fhowed her lover 
woodera of beauty, though fhe pretended to clap 
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httr hands beiTore her, to hide them.* Riodan im 
not fo much a ftranger to thefe afioir^^ but be 
ieould fee through her artifice,- but '(h6'^^idf>it 
mth fo good iH grade that it chviftmd faitD. Bfe 
drew-near in fhe mod refpeAful miUViiei; tifideAL 
Touring to excufe his boldnefs, and&blige^ter 
to grant him fome favour; bat Ihe^W&rng inucli 
coynefs and refer vednefs, deiked hia»^o<b6gdne 
the fame way he came^ttUing hir]fir:her honour 
was too dear to hev to .pact «wkh a€ fo'Aiy ft 
rate, and that wHatevei^hetbdugti't^ (if-'her,'^^^ 
mull expeA nothing' of her but in •» lawful 
way, - ;• "' • "■ i- ■^''' -■ ^ ' 

Riodan^ faeming to approve, of her virtuous 
wfolution, made her all the moft obli^g edm- 
pliments that could be imagined; f&r he bad a 
nady wit, offering to give hetiwhdt alfnranoeB^ 
fhecould defire of the fincerity* of his afieiflionr; 
and if promife of marriage would fatisfy, he was 
xeady to make it. Borothy, being well di^fed 
toUrards him, and wanting only ai good pretencb 
to give, way to- her inclination, took bimatfafs 
word, and laid' paper before- him, to perform 
what he had faid. The maid, at the fametirabt 
let a great, heavy, leaden flandiih ontbe Mbte^ 
which (eemed to pf^ognoAicate the ^ heavy. buiA- 
den he was^goiog^ to layion his Ihouldersf.^ He 
;(ea;dily tocdc thQ penv.iitid^wUhidii^^owQ^>hdad 
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writ the fentence of his condemnation, and be« 
ingjufl: ready to fign it, he looked upon Do- 
rothy, who fmiled for joy to fee him fo forward; 
but as he turned his head towards her, he laid 
his hand on the ftandifh, which unluckily fell 
down on a great brafs mortar, that (tood by the 
leg of the table. 

This was a ftab that pierced Dorothy's heart, 
giving a found like the clapper of a great bell, 
which waked her mother, and made her fit up 
in her bed, to obferve whence it came. Seeing 
a light in her daughter's chamber, fhe called to 
her, and at the fame time got out of her bed 
with much difficulty, for (he was difabled with 
age. Dorothy fearing fhe ffaould fee Riodan, 
was thrufling him out of the room jufl as her 
mother was coming in, which put the old wo- 
man into fuch a fright, that (he dropped down, 
crying. Help, Help! Her daughrer diliurbed at 
this accident, and fearing her father's retuni, 
-whom (he dreaded more than death, immediate- 
ly refolved to quit the houfe, and relying on 
Riodan's fidelity and diflcretion, to put herfelf 
into his cuflody, and run all hazards with him. 

' The maid, who had carried on .he intrigue 
between them, fled in their company, leaving 
her miflrefi on the ground, crying out, till fhe 
^was hoaile, for help, whii:h was ail ifio eould'^ 
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At length (he awaked all the neighbiNixy, imq^l 
among the reft, a crony of her huibaQd>, wbp^ 
was the firfl that came in, reprefentiog Adam 
and Mars, quite naked, with his iwoid. ifi opo 
hand, and his target in the other. He fe^^fd^ 
ed and peeped into all the corners, .h^le^ . a^ 
crannies of the houfe ; but all the pains he took, 
only ferved to fright the cats, and tear the ciq})-* 
webs. 

Dorothy's father having drenched the Nejyip^ 
litan gentleman with his curfed pptioo, caoH^ 
home and found all in confufion^ his wife « half 
dead, and his friends (landing about, endeavour- 
ing to comfort her. Being told the caufe of 
thefe ftrange alarms, it touched him fo near, that 
he flood a while as if he had been fenfelefs, and 
void of motion. Let us leave them a while to 
recover themfelves in the arms of their kindred 
and friends, and go fee what was the effedl of 
the extravagant purge, compofed by the mali- 
cious ingenuity of Don Diego, and fo innocent- 
ly taken by the poor NeapoUtan gentleman. 

It happened that the medicine being flalei 
made up of decayed drugs, and admini(lere4 
before the body was any way prepared for it, 
befides that the patient's ftomach was loaded 
with the fupper he had eaten at night, it put 
the poor gentleman into fuch anguiihy Mjfbfi 
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Iwdlive^dogs withih him, tefaring his bowels. 
He cried out inceflantly ibr mercy, and feme* 
tiider'ftdded, "* O my God, this falfe dog has 
^'^ murdered me !** He continued all the remain- 
ing^jmit of the night in that grievous aiiguifh, 
and abdut eight in the morning in came his va- 
let de chambre, who was to look to him in hit 
ficktrefi; He found his mafter groaning in a 
moft difmal manner, and all the fervants con- 
doling hiiki ; and inquiring into the cauTe of it, 
the whole blame was laid at his door, for having 
fent the apothecary, who put him into that con- 
dition. He fwore and protefted he knew not 
what they faid ; that certainly this misfortune 
had happened either through the malice or ig- 
norance of the apothecary, who always con- 
demned the phyiicians, faying, they did not pre- 
fcribe proper medicines for the patient, and that 
it was likely he had prepared this medicine of 
his owrt head, without the advice of the phy-' 
fician ; fiincying he might work fome wonder, 
in hopes of a confiderable reward. This notion 
was thought to be well grounded, and whilft 
they were difcourfing of it, in came the phy^ 
fician; who often vifited this patient, becaufe he 
gave better fees than others. They aiked, whe- 
ther he had given any new prefcriptidn for the 
fickman? he anfwered, He bad not^ felt his 
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pulfe, and betiig told what had happined;^ inrf 
ia a ftrange conftcrnatioQ; He prefently gafe 
the gentlethan fomethikig to carry off tbb/poifbh 
he had in Juaboidy^ and by degtfinrietifedfbhxi-of 
^ pains. Thisjdone^ he wept with.ihe Ta^elr 
de chanibre» and acquainted the cdllege ofipby* 
ficians wjth the apothecary!^ ofT^oce^ wboiCDxni 
plained to the. magiftcates» ibpreftniibg fad thcnit 
how much the public was co^icomed.iwheraupDiT 
they infitantly ifibcd out a warrant £6x ^pptel; 
bending of the unfortunate apothecary; Let.us 
now. go back and fee what conditioa he .is ia.; 
. When the fitft violent 'pangs of i bib affliAicMi 
were, over, he began to take lieaxt^ ata4:J^cAEid 
to ufe the utxnoft means ft}r4nstrieViQgt^|hifc ho^ 
nour, and revengingtbo affront be had> received; 
After ferioufly re%£ling on the whole affaiiv:be 
concluded that Agrimont had done him tbii 
wrong ; this was the name of the Neapolitan 
gentleman's valet de chambre; ^nd. that thd 
better to compafs his deGgn, he bad, feot lum 
word to make hade and carry the medicine, to 
get him out of his houfe ; whereas it ought not 
to have been adminiftered that day. He called 
to mind that he had often heard him' commend 
his daughter, declaring he had a great mind Co 
offer her his fervice; befides that he was not at 
his maftefs .when he gave him the .medicine;, 
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contrary to* the duty of liis place, and the care 
he abvay^ had at other times, fo that upon all 
concurring circunoftances, he could no longer 
doubt but k wa& Agrimont who had done hini^ 

tbi».wffong. • n '.:l 

. UfKnthis conceit he' went away to a lawyer, 

to whom he told the whole 'matter, and what 

ftrDnffprefumptions he had agaihft Agrimont^ 

and k being natural for thofe people to make a- 

migtaDycrime'of afmail conjedhire, and to con« 

cludetfaofe guilty agamft whom there is but w 

flight fufpicioa; ttais lawyer reprefented the ftory 

fo.limly.'Wiih hia^bioodypeh^ and interfperfed 

with fo much Ihow of Scandal, that upon view 

ofili thejttdge-iflued'out his warrant for appte- 

heading of tliei ^rty accufedv'to ahfwei^ the 

aiime laid to his charge. Mafter Robert folloWr^ 

ed his buinefs To clofe;.and bellowed his money 

fo freely in the purfuit, that before many hours 

wes^ paftr he had ferved his warrant. He em« 

ployed federal officers after Agrimont, and had 

him iiei^^d with a' great deal of noife and di* 

fturbance, though he could not imagine the 

€auf0.x>f this hard ufage. However, he had his 

revengip at the fame time ; for the 'phyiician, 

who had informed againft Uim, took noleis care 

to fee his warrant ierved, and he knowing as 

little as Agrimont why Jie was fecured, imagined 
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fhey took him for another; he made his pro- 
teftations, and threatened to fue dl that W6re 
concerned againft him ; but all availed notfaing» 
for he was clapped into gaoL His friends camtf 
to fee him, and told him the caufe of his con- 
finement, and at whofe fuit he was impriftfn^; 
Whence he concluded it was only a piece of re-^ 
v^nge of the Neapolitan's, to iclear hit valeir de 
chambre, and get him out of prifon. The poor 
glifterpipe broken with fo many dtfafters in his 
old age, and having fuch a powerful adveriary 
to contend with, was caft down, and fell into a 
burning fever, which had like to have turned hi* 
brain, as it wafted his body. 

In the meanwhile Agrimont finding himfelf 
accufed of houfebreaking, and ravilhing a vir» 
gin of reputation, was in as fair a way to run 
mad as his adverfary. His mailer was much 
concerned at his troubles, which went the near« 
er to his heart, becaufe he knew not how to live 
without him. He fpared no money to get him 
at liberty, and to punifh the apothecary at the 
fame time. In fhort, for four days they were 
in ftrange confufion and trouble, during which 
time, madnefs and death were ftrugg&ig whe* 
ther (hotdd lay hold of their perfons ; but at 
laft all thefe riddles were expounded by one of 
thofe that were the contrivers of them. 
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Xhe mMjpgm Paris, nviflier of the beautiful 
I>ow^J» waa vith her at Toledo, wheie he had 
gcflp^etouflgr^pecformed the promife he left he- 
luadohin^ uofigned, when the unfortunate £iU 
of ;Ae- ilandiih happened; he had given hit 
hand and heart to Dorothj as her huiband; and 
haying notice £uit him hy a friend he confided 
in at Madrid^ how many were in trouble upoa 
his account, he writ to Mr. Robert, calling hiai 
£ither-in«hiw, and gave him an account of the 
happy Cdccels of his rape, and how great a valua 
he had for his daughter, whofe beauty and dif« 
cretion made him love her more than himfelfi 
and honour her as if (he. had been a princefs ; 
and to conclude, that in a very few days he 
hoped to bring her to his prefence, to beg hii 
pardon, and, at the fame time, his approbation 
of what ihe had done. 

The apothecary was {6 overjoyed with this 
letter, that as the grief for the lofs of his daugh- 
ter, had like to have been the death of him, fb 
was he now in no lels danger of lofing his life, 
through excefs of pleafure for having found her. 
He prefently difcharged Agrimont, flopped all 
prooe^dixigs againft him, offering to pay all cofU 
and QJI^arges, and to make him fuch amends for 
his reputation as he fhould require. This done, 
... a 
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ttU «tf itfinUed tjt>. b^ 'rqfpoofiblfl^aaia fa^cwk, 
£9t tjielddAg«nro«'J9|ie& ke-.di&ed thcr.NeipelU 
X^ gcfttlemwui Sfet, after min^icixaimnafcHni, 

Jb»Yiiig becA too'maRT* wituiefles tObfibhiSiego's 
ft^iit>^t i^e-. li^^.dJKaaYejTi^d. to! be iiie. corsiijmv^Df 
/lU^tJiat di£or(ter. : .Riodao ; camd Cboii: vte( town 
ki 4he iQtesip:^«;aA^^a7lilg:bQenva ipaitjricoiuBefnt. 
^ in .ali.thfi:ofiencQ^n»de uft^f ^ttliis intctefi; 
jUftd^^kid .ouf[ mu£h.moi!iq)R to £IMrtrlks^&th!tI^iIl^ 
Jaw, and ^itJshc fame timo.pgt aiihip to/the pro^ 
,ccedmgSiagainftLBton'DirgDL u>.i . • >i^^ '. . "^ 
: iHciJQpii gotoffiXhe:^pothecai7^ b^.^irlrtudiof 
it IUiIq ^oiptmeut ofi;Per u; ..wherewith^ >be gveukd 
4ihe |iby.&ci^lJiaJ:.grckfecutedJbi9;.buthe ibuad 
fOko^er diiS^cfultgrliq.dclivexiDg our adventurer fix>m 
the hands of juflice, for ijbiKas a. hand matter <te 
^jtcufe Wmv ai^tr7& iaaDg;?ibllie8L-.air4'ex4H:ava- 
.g^npifts, :a^~Jbe::Md:ibefiit a^^fed. o^ .td.the di- 
rftu):^.aAc^;Qf f^j£ml:peffQii9.. .Sa.that aliithq &- 
vour ]^e CQbld qbt9.i()».Xbraagbrtlie wediatioaof 
,ppws?&l'intfjFjq^OJti,:Alid; tbe^muchj^cateoBii- 
ltbor>$ij?;'Qlin^nj,'diPwble4ii^^ 
jthe.qlfic^r^ *|^*jjft.;c{o^ftf Iwiifc .ito bcL^iMaQje 
:RJlf0y;??h.Q!ciQfi|: ia.Vittteje^ 9oiafi ^gj^in fitttt. 
,iftCii;Wttlia ftrift probibitioin QQt: tftgo abroad 
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before day, under pain of being looked upon 
and punifhed as a night-walker, common felon, 
and difturber of the public peace. 

Thus our adventurer was compelled to endea- 
vour to grow wifer, and to obey this decree for 
fear of farther fhame ; and this order being yet 
but of a frefh date, he hitherto obferves it ex- 
adly ; but it is to be feared he will not be long 
kept within bounds, but that he will be led away 
by his natural inclination, and inveterate ill ha. 
bits, which may perhaps afibrd matter for a fe- 
eond volume of his life and wonderful exploit^.. 
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BOOK L 
CHAP L. 

Giving an Account of his Birth and Country. 

1 WAS born at Segovia, my father's name was 
Clement Paul, a native of the fame town ; I 
hope his foul is in heaven. I need not fpeak of 
his virtues, for thofe are unknown, but by trade 
he was a barber, though fo high minded, that 
he took it for an affront to be called by any 
name but that of a hair-cutter. They fay he 
came of a good flock, and his adions fhowed it. 
Vol. L I . 
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He was married to Aldonza Saturna de Rebillo, 
daughter to Odlavio de Rebillo Codillo, and 
grandchild to Lepido Ziuracontt. The town 
foully fufpedted that fhe was of a Jewifti race, 
though flie ftrongly urged the names of her 
progenitors, to prove herfelf defcended from 
thofe great men that formed the triumvirate at 
Rome. She was very handfome, and fo famous, 
that all the ballad rhymers of her time made 
verfes of her, which were fung about the ftreets. 
She run through many troubles, when firft mar- 
ried, and long after, for there were fcandalous 
tongues in the neighbourhood that did not ftick 
to fay my father was willing to wear the horns, 
provided they were tipped with gold. It was 
proved upon him, that whilft he was lathering 
the beards of thofe he was to trim, a fmall bro- 
ther of mine, about feven years of age, rifled 
their pockets. The poor child died of a whip- 
ping he had in the gaol ; and my father was 
much concerned at the lofs, becaufe he was 
fuch a hopeful forward boy. He was himfelf 
a while in prifon for fame fmall trifles of this 
jiatpre ; but 1 am told he came oflf fo honour- 
ably, that at his firft walking abroad one went 
behind flapping the flies off* his back j all the 
mob of the town f Jlowed, huzzaing and fain- 
ting him with turnip- tops and rotten orapges, 
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and the ladies ftood at their windows to fee him 
pafs by ; for my father always made a good 
figure, either a-foot or a-horfeback. I no not 
fpeak it out of vanity, for every body knows I 
am not guilty of it. 

My mother, good woman, had her fliare of 
troubles. An old woman that bred me, com- 
mending her one day, faid, (he was of fuch a 
taking behaviour, that fhe bewitched all Ihe 
had to do with j but they fay, fhe talked fome- 
thing concerning her being too familiar with a 
great he-goat, which had like to have brought 
her to the flake, to try whether fhe had any 
thing of the nature of the falanyander, and could 
live in fire. It was reported that fhe had an 
excellent hand at foldering cracked maiden- 
heads, and difguifing of grey hairs. Some gave 
her the name of a pleafure- broker, others of a 
reconciler ; but the ruder fort, in coarfe lan- 
guage, called, her downright bawd, and univer- 
fal money-catcher. It would make any body 
in love with her fo fee with what a pleafant 
countenance fhe took this from all perfons. I 
fhall not fpend much time in relating what a 
penitential life fhe led ; but fhe had a room, 
into which nobody went befides herfelf, and 
,fometimes I was admitted on account of my 
tender y^ars j it was all befet with degd men's 

It, 
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ikulls, which fhe faid were to put her in ramd of 
mortality, though others in fpite to her pretend--, 
ed they were to put tricks upon the livingk 
Her bed was corded with halters malefaftors 
had been hanged in ; and (he ufed to fay to 
me, D'ye fee thefe things ? I fliow then/as re- 
membrances to thofe I have a kindnefs for, 
that they may take heed how they live, and 
avoid coming to fuch an end. 

My parents had much bickering about me, 
each of them contending to have me brought 
up to their trade ; but I, who from my infancy 
had more gentleman -like thoughts, applied oiy- 
fclf to neither. My father ufed to fay to me, 
" My child, this trade of ftealing is no mecha- 
" nic trade, but a liberal art." Then paufing 
and^ fetching a figh, he went on, " There- is no 
" living in this wodd without ftealing. W.hy 
" do you think the conftables and other officers 
" hate us as they do ? why do they fometimes 
" baniih, fometimes whip us at the cart's tail, 
** and at laft hang us up like flitches of bacon?'* 
(I cannot refrain from tears when I think of it, 
for the good old man wept hke a child, remem- 
bering how often they had flogged him.) " The 
" reafon is, becaufe they would have no other 
" thieves among them but themfelves and their 
*' gangi but a fliarp wit brings us out of all 



THE SPANISH sSaRPER. 1 73 

•* dangers. In my younger days I plied alto- 
" gether in the churches, not out of any religi- 
" ous zeal, and had been long ago carted, but 
" that I never told tales, though they put nae 
" to the rack ; for I never confefled but when 
" our holy mother the church commands us. 
" With this bufinefs, and my trade, I have made* 
" a fhift to maintain your mother as decently as 
** I could." *' You maintain me !" anfwered my 
mother, in a great ^rage (for Ihe was vexed I 
could not learn to be a wizzard), *• it was I that 
** maintained you ; I brought you out of prifon 
•* by my art, and kept you there with my mo- 
•' ney. You may thank the potions I gave 
" you for not confeflSng, and not your own 
•* courage. My good pots did the feat ; and 
•* were it not for fear I fhould be heard in the 
** ftreets, I woixld tell all the ftery^ how I got in 
" at the chimney, and brought you out at the 
" top of the houfe." Her paffion was fo high, 
that Ihe would not have given over here, had 
not the ftring of a pair of beads broke, which 
were all dead men's teeth fiie kept for private 
ufes. I told them very pofirivcly I would ap- 
ply myfelf to virtue, and go on in the good way 
I had propofed, and therefore defired them to 
put me to fchool, tor nothmg was to be done 
without reading and writing. They approved 

13 
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of what I faid, though they both muttered at it 
a while betwixt them. My mother fell to 
ftringing her dead meo's teeth, and my father 
went away, as he faid, to trim one, I know not 
whether he meant his beard or his purfe. I was 
left alone, praiting God that he had given me 
fuch ingenious parents, and fo zealous for my 
advancement. 



CHAP. II. 

How I went to School, and what happened to me there. 

The next day my primmer was bought, and 
my fchoolmafter befpoke; I went to fchool, 
and he received me with a pleafant counte- 
nance, telling me 1 had the looks of a Iharp 
■lad, and witty. That he might not feem to be 
miftaken in his judgment, I took care to learn 
my leflbn well that morning. My mafter made 
me fit next to him, and appointed me a monitor 
every day, becaufe I came firft, and went away 
laft, flaying behind to run on fome errands for 
my miftrefs, and thus I gained all their affec- 
tions. They favoured me fo much, that all the 
other boys were envious. I made it my bufi- 
nefs to keep company with gentlemen's fons, 
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abore all others, but particularly with a fon of 
Don Alonfo Coronel de Zunniga : I ufedto 
eat my afternoon's luncheon with him, went to 
his houfe every hohday, and waited on him 
upon other days. The other boys, either be- 
caufe I took no notice of them, or that they 
thought I aimed too high, were continually gi- 
ving of me nicknames relating to my father's 
trade. Some called me Mr. Scrape, others Mr. 
Tickle-Beard. One to cxcufe his envy would 
fay he hated me, becaufe my mother had fuck- 
led two little lifters of his in the night ; another, 
that my father had been fent for to his houfe* 
to frighten away the vermine, for nothing was 
fafe where he came. Some, as I pa ffed by, ^ 
cj;ied_QUt^Cat J. others, Pufs, Pufs, to fignify my 
clawjng_iefcent. Another would fay, 1 threw 
rotten oranges at his mother when £he was cart- 
ed. Yet for all their backbiting, I praife God 
my fhoulders were broad enough to bear it ; 
and though I was out of countenance, yet I 
took no notice, but put all up, till one day a 
boy had the impudence to call me, fon of a 
whore and a witch ; he fpoke it fo plain, that 
though I had been glad it had been bettei? 
wrapped up, I took up a ftone, ^nd broke his 
head. Away I went, running as faft as I could 
to my mother to hide me, telling her all ttw 
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ilory. She faid, " It was very well done of 
" you, and like yourfelf ; but yoa were in the 
" wrong that you did not afk him who told 
" him fo." Hearing what (he faid, and having 
always had afpiring thoughts, I turned to her, 
and faid, '* Mother, all that troubles me is, that 
" fome of the ftanders by told me I had no caufe 
" to be difturbed at it ; and I did not a(k them 
" what they meant, becaufe he was fo young 
" that faid it/' I prayed her to tell me^ whe* 
ther I could have given him the lie with a fafe 
confcience, or whether I was begot in a huddle, 
by a great many, or was the true fon of my 
father. She fmiled, and anfwered, " God a^ 
" mercy, lad ! are you fo cunning already, 
" you'll be no fool, you have fenfe enough ; 
" you did very well in breaking his head, for 
" fuch things are not to be faid, though never 
" fo true." This ftruck me to the heart, and I 
was fo very much out of countenance, that 1 
refolved, as foon as poflible, to lay hold of all I 
. could, and leave my father's houlej However; 
I diifembled ; my father went and cured the 
boy, all was made up, and I went to fchool 
again. My mafter received me in an angry 
manner, till being told the occafion of the 
quarrel, his paffion was affuaged, confidering 
the provocation given me. Don Alonfo de 
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Zunniga*8 fon anJ I were very great all this 
while, becaufe he h.td a natnral afFedion for 
me ; and befides, I ufed to chai)ge tops and gigs 
with him, if mine were better t han his ; I gave 
him any thing I had to eat, and never alked for 
what he had ; I bought him pictures, I taught 
him to wreftle, played at leap frog with him, 
and was fo obliging in all refpeds, that the 
young gentleman's parents obferving how fond 
he- was of my company, would fend for me al- 
moft every day to dine and fup, and fometimes 
to ftay alllnight with him. 

It happened one day about Chriftmas, as we 
were going to fchool, that a counfellor, called 
Pontio de Auguirre, paffed by ; little Don Di- 
ego feeing him, bid me call him Pontius Pilate^ 
and run away when I had done. To pleafe my 
friend, I did fo, and the man was fo affronted at 
it, that he fcoured after me as hard as he could, 
with a knife in his hand to ftab me, fo that I 
was forced to take fanftuary in my mailer's 
houfe, crying out with might and main. The 
man was in as foon as I ; my mafter faved me 
from his doing me any mifchief, promifing to 
whip me, and was as good as his word, though 
my miftrefs, in confideration of the great fer- 
vice 1 did her, interceded for me. He bid me 
untruis, and everv lalh he gave me, cried, " Wili 
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" you ever call Pontius Pilate again ?" I an- 
fwered, *' No, Sir," every time he put the que- 
llion ; and it was fuch a warning to me, that 
dreading the name of Pontius Pilate, the next 
day, when we were ordered to fay our prayers, 
according to cullom, coming to the belief (pray 
obferve the innocent cunning) inftead of faying 
he fuffered under Pontius Pilate, believing I was 
never more to name Pilate, I faid. He fuffered 
under Pontio de Auguirre. .My matter burft 
out a laughing at my fimplicity, and to fee how 
I dreaded the lafhing ; and embracing me, pro- 
inifed to forgive the two firft whippings I (hould 
deferve ; which I took as a great favour of for- 
tune, and kindnefs in him. 

To be brief, twelfthtide came, and our matter, 
to divert the boys, and make fport, ordered that 
there fliould be a king among us, and we caft 
lots for that honour among twelve he had ap- 
pointed for it. 1 was the lucky perfon it fell 
upon, and fpoke to my father and mother to 
provide me fine clothes. When the day came, 
abroad I went upon a ftarved poor jade of a 
horfe, that fell down upon his knees at every 
flep, his back looked like a faw, his neck like a 
camel's, but fomewhat longer ; his head like a 
pig, only it had but one eye, and that moon- 
blind i all this plainly fhowed the knavery of 
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liis keeper, who made bim do penance, and faft, 
cheating him of his provender. Thus I went, 
fwinging from fide to fide, likea jointed baby, 
with all the reft of the boys after me, tricked 
up as fine as fo many puppets, till we came into 
the market-place, the very naming of it fcares 
me; and coming to the herb- women's ftalls, the 
Lord deliver us from them, my horfe being half 
ftarved, fnapped up a fmall cabbage, which no 
fooncr touched bis teeth, but it was down his^ 
throat, though, by reafon of the length of his 
neck, it came not into his belly in a long time . 
after. The herb-woman, like the reft of them^ 
was an impudent jade, fet up the cry, the others 
of the trade flocked about her, and among them 
abundance of the fcoundrels of the market ; all 
thefe fell a pelting the poor king with carrot 
and turnip tops, rotten oranges, and all the offak 
of the market. Ck)nfidering the enemies forces 
were all foot, and therefore I ought not to charge 
them a-horfeback, 1 would have alighted ; but 
my horfe received fuch a fliot in the head, that 
as he went to rear, his ftrength failing him, we 
both came down into the kenneL You may 
imagine what a condition I was in. By this 
time my fubjefts, the boys, had armed them- 
felves with ftones, and charging the herb-wo- 
xaqp, broke two of their heads. For my part,.. ^^ 
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after my fall into the kennel, I was good for 
little, unlefs it were to dnvt all from me with 
Aink and naftinefs. The officers coming up, 
feized two of the herb- women and fome of the 
boys, fearching them for their weapons, which 
they took away, for fome had drawn daggers 
they wore for the greater (how, and Ihort fwords. 
They came to me, and feeing no weapon about 
me, becaufe I had taken them off, and put them 
into a houfe to be cleaned, with my hat and 
cloak, one of them afked me for my arms; I' 
. anfwered, that in that filthy condition, I had 
none but what were offenfive to the nofe alone. 
I cannot but acquaint you, good reader, by the 
by, that when they began to pelt me with the 
rotten oranges, turnip-tops, &c. my hat being 
fluck with feathers, as they do the bawds in 
Spain when they cart them, 1 fancied they mif- 
took me for my mother, and thought they threw 
at her, as they had done feveral times before. 
This foolilh notion being got into my young 
head, I began to cry out, •• Good women, 
•• though I wear feathers in my cap, I am none 
** of Aldonxa Satimo de Rebillo, Ihe b my 
^ mother ;" as if they could not perceive that 
by my fhape and face: However, the fright L 
was in may excufe my ignorance, efpecially con- 
fidering the misfortune came fojfuddenly upon 
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me. rXo return to the officer ; he would wil- \ 
lingly have carried me to prifon, but did not, j 
becaufe he could not find a clean plac e to layy 
hold of me, for I was all over mirejSome went 
one way, and fome another, and I went dircdly 
home from the market place, giving all I met 
by the way a mod hellifti perfume. As foon as 
1 got home I told my father and mother all the 
(lory, who were in fuch a paffion to fee me in 
that nafty pickle, that they would have beat me. 
I cxcufed myfelf the beft I could, laying all the 
blame on the fkeletonjade they had provided 
for me to ride ; and hnding nothing would ap- 
peafe them, left the houfe, and went away to 
fee my friend Don Diego, whom I found at 
home with a broken head, and his parents fully 
'icefolved, for this reafon, that he fhould go to ^ 
fchool no more. There was I informed, that 
my fteed, finding himfelf in diftrefs, fummoned 
up all the ilrength he had to falute his enemies 
with his heels, but was fo weak, that be put out 
his hips with the effort, and lay in the dirt ex- 
piring. Confideripg that all the fport was fpoil- 
cd, the mob alarmed, my parents in a rage, tny 
friend's head broken, and my horfe dead, I re- 
folved to go no more to fchool, nor to my fa- 
ther's houfe, but to ftay and wait upon Don 
Diego, or rather to bear him company, which 
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his parents were well pleafed with, becaufe thek 
fon was fo taken with mc. I wrote to my father 
and mother, telling them, I had no need to go 
to fchool any longer, for though I could not 
write a good hand, that was no fault, becaufe it 
was more becoming me, who defigned to be a 
gentleman, to write an ill one ; and therefore^ 
from that time, I renounced the fchool, to fave 
them charges, and their houfe, that they might 
have no trouble with me. I acquainted them 
where, and what poft I was in, and that I (hoUld 
fee them no more, till they gave me leave. r- 



CHAP. III. 

How I went to a Boarding-School, to wait upon Dott 
Diego Coronel. 

Don Alonso refolved to fend his fon to a board- 
ing- fchool ; both to wean hini from his tender 
keeping at home, and at the fame time to eafe 
himfelf of that care. He was informed there 
was a matter of arts in Segovia, whofe name was 
Cabra, that made it his bufincfs to breed up 
gentlemen's fons j thither he fent his, and me 
to wait on him. The firft Sunday after Lent 
we were brought into the houfe of faminei for 
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it is impoffible to ex^refs the penury of the 
place. The mafter was a fkeleton, a mere fliot- 
teh herring, or like a long flender cane, with a 
little head upon it, and red haired ; fo that 
there needs no more to be faid to fuch as know^ 
the proverb, " That neither cat nor dog of that 
" colour are good." His eyes alraoft funk into 
his head, as if he had looked through a perfpec- 
tive glafs, or the deep windows in a linen-dra- 
per's (hop ; his nofe turning up, and fomewhat 
flat, for the bridge was alraoll carried away with 
an inundation of a cold rheum, for he never had 
the pox, becaufe it cofts money ; his beard had 
loft its colour for fear of his mouth, which be- 
ing fo near, feemed to threaten to eat it for 
mere hunger ; his teeth had many of them for- 
faken him for want of employment, or elfe 
were banifhed for being idle livers ; his neck as 
long as a crane's, with the gullet flicking out fo 
far, as if it had been compelled by neceffity to 
ftart out for fuftenance j his arms withered ; his 
hands like a bundle of twigs, each of them, 
taken downwards, looking like a fork or a pair 
of compaffes; with long fleuder legs. He walk- 
ed leifurely, and whenioever he happened to 
move any thing fafter, his bones rattled like a 
pair of fnappers. His voice was weak and hol- 
low ; his beard bulhy and long, for^ he never 
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trimmed to fave charges, though he pretended 
it was fo odious to him to feel the barber's hands 
all over his face, tliat he could rather die than 
endure it. One of the boys cut his hair. In 
fair weather he wore a thread- bare cap, an inch 
thick in greafe and dirt,, made of a thing that 
was once cloth, and lined in fcurf and dandruff. 
His callbck, fome faid, was miraculous, for no 
man knew what colour it was of; Tome feeing 
no figrt of hair on it, concluded it was made of 
frogs flcins ; others faid it was a mere (hadow, 
or a phantom ; near at hand it looked fome- 
what black, and at a diftance bluifh. He wore 
no girdle, cuffs nor band ; fo that his long hair 
and fcanty fhort caflbck made him look like the 
jneflenger of death. Each (hoe might have 
ferved for an ordinary coffin. As for his cham* 
ber, there was not fo much as a cobweb in it, 
the fpiders being all ftarved to death. He put 
fpells upon the mice, for fear they (hould gnaw 
fome fcraps of bread he kept. His bed was on 
the floor, and he always lay upon one fide, for 
fear of wearing out the Iheets ; in Ihort, he was 
the fuperlative degree of avarice, and the very 
ne plus of want. Into this prodigy's hands I fell, 
and Uved under him with Don Diego. The 
night we came, he ^fhowed us our room, and 
made us a Ibort fpeech, which was no longer, 
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out of mere good hufbandry. He told us how 
We were to behave ourfelvcs, and the ncjct mom,, 
ing we were employed till dinner time ; thi- 
ther we went, the mafters dined firft, and the 
fervants waited. The dining-room was as big 
as a half peck, five gentlemen eat in it at one 
table : I looked about for the cat, and feeing 
none, aflked a fervant, who was an old ftander, 
and in his leannefs bore the mark of the board- 
ing-fchool, how it came they had none ? Th€ 
tears ftood in his eyes, and he faid, " What do 
" you talk of cats? Pray who told you that 
" cats loved penance and mortification ? Your 
•• fat fides fhow you are a new comer.** Thi»^ 
to mei was the beginning of forroWi but 1 was 
worfe feared, when I obfervfd that all thofe 
who were before us in the houfe^ looked like fo 
many pictures of death. Mailer Cabra faid grace, 
and fat down, and they eat a meal, which had 
neither beginning nor end. They brought the 
broth in wooden diOies, but it was fo clear, that 
. a man might hav^ feen to the bottom had it 
been ten fathom to it. I obferved how eagerly 
they all dived down after a poor fingle pea that 
was in every difti. •.Every fip he gave, Cabra 
cried, " By my troth there is no dainty like the 
" olla, or boiled meat and broth. Let the world 
** fay what it will, all tBe reft is mere gluttony 



1 86 THE HISTORY OF PAUL 

" and extravagancy.'* As foon as the words 
were out of his mouth, he farted out all the 
porrenger of broth, faying, " This is" good for 
" the health, and ftiarpens the wit." A curfc 
on thee and thy wit, thought I, and at the fame 
time faw a fervant like a walking ghoft, and no 
more fubftantial, bring in a difh of meat, which 
looked as if he had picked it off his bones. A- 
mong it was one poor ftray turnip, at whofe fight 
the matter faid, " What, have we turnips to- 
" day, no partridge is, in my opinion, to com* 
••• pare to them. Eat heartily for I love to fee 
•• you eat." He gave every one fuch a wretch- 
ed bit of mutton, that 1 believe it all ftuck to 
their nails, and between their teeth, fo that no 
part of it ever went into their bellies. Cabra 
looked on, and faid, '* Eat heartily, for it is a 
" pleafure to me, to fee what good ftomachs you 
" have." Pray do but. think what a comfort 
this was for them, that were pining with hunger. 
When dinner was over, there remained fome 
fcraps of bread on the table, and a few bits of 
Ikin and bones in the dilh, and the matter faid, 
•* Let this be left for the fervants ; they mutt 
** dine too ; it is not for us to gormandize all." 
A vengeance on thee, and may what thou haft 
eaten choke thee, thou wretched mifer, thought 
I ; what a confternation have you put my guts 
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into. He gave thanks, and faid, " Now let us 
" give way to the fervants, and do you go ufe 
•• fome exercife until two of the clock, left your 
" dinner do you harm.*' 1 could no longer 
forbear laughing for my life, but burft out into 
a loud fit. He was very angry, and bid me learn 
to behave rayfelf modeftly, ripping up two or 
three old mouldy fentences, and fo went his way. 
We fat down, and I feeing fuch fhort copiimons, 
and hearing my guns roar for provender, being 
cunning and ftronger than the reft, clapped both 
hands in the difli, as others did, and whipped 
down two fcraps of bread out of three there 
were left, and one (kin. The others began to 
mutter, and making a noife, in came Cabra, 
faying, " Eat lovingly together like brethren, 
•* fince God provides for you, d6 not fall out, 
•' for there is enough for you all." This faid, 
he returned to fun himfelf, and left us to ouo- 
felves. 1 declare it, there was one of thefe fer- 
vants, his name Surre, a Bifcayner, who had fo 
abfolutely forgot the way and method of eating, 
^that he put a fmall bit of cruft, which fell to his 
fh'dYQ^to his eyes twice, and knew not the third 
time how to carry it to his mouth. I ^fked for 
drink ; the reft, who had fcarce broke their faft, 
never thinking of it, and they gave me a difh 
with fome water, whicff I had no fooner laid to 
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my lips, but the (harp- gutted lad I fpoke of, 
fnatched it away, as if 1 had been Tantalus, and 
that the flitting river be ftands in up to the 
chin. I got up from the table in mod forrowful 
manner, perceiving 1 was in a houfe, where they 
drank to the guts, but yt'ould not permit them 
to pledge. I had occafion to untrufs, though I 
had not dined, and afked an old (lander, for the 
neceflary- houfe ; he anfwered he knew not 
where any was, " There is no fuch thing," faid 
he, •' in this houfe, you may eafe yourfelf any- 
•* where this one time, for you will never have 
•' occafion again as long as you. ftay. 1 have 
** been here two months, and never did any 
^ fuch thing, after the firft day, when I parted 
•* with the fupper I had earen at home." It is 
smpoflible taexprefs my trouble and concern ; 
and confidering how little was like to go into 
my belly, I durft not, though hard prefled, let 
gor what was there already. 

Thus we pafled on till night. Don Diego 
afked rtle how he (hould do to perfuade his guts 
that they had dined, for they would not believe 
it. That hotrfe was an hofpital of dizzy heads, 
proceeding from empty ftomachs, as others are 
offurfeits. Supper-time came, for afternoon- 
ings were never heard of there ; it was much 
ihorter than the dinner^ and not mutton, but a 
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little roafted goat, fare the devil could never 
have contrived worfe. Our ftarveling Mailer 
Cabra faid, " It is very wholefome and benefi- 
" cial to eat light fuppers, that the ftomach may 
" not be overburdened ;" land then he quoted 
fome curred phyfician, that was long fince iti'^ 
hell. ^He extolled fpare diet, alleging that it 
prevented uneafy dream3, though he knew that 
in his houfe it was impoffible to dream of an^' 
thing but eating.^Our matters and we fupped, 
but in reality none of us fupped. We went to 
bed, and neither Don Diego nor I could fleep 
one wink all that night, for he lay contriving 
how to complain to his father, that he might 
remove him, and I advifing him fo to do ; and 
at lad I faid to him, ^* Pray, Sir, are you fure~\ 
" we are alive, for, to tell you the^ troth, I hayp ) 
" a ftrong fancy that we were flain in the battle I 
" with the herb- women, and are now fouls fuf- / 
t *' fering in purgatory, in which cafe it will be 
" to no purpofe to talk of your father's fetching 
** us away, without he has our fouls prayed out I 
** of this place of punifhment// Having fpent 
the whole night in this difcourfe, we got a little 
nap towards morning, till it was tune to rife; 
fix o'clock ftruck, Cabra called, and we all went 
to fchool ; but when I went to drefs me, my 
doublet was two haAdful« too bigj and my 



IpO THE HISTORY OF PAUL 

breeches, which, before were clofe, now hung fo 
Joofe as if they had been none of my own. My 
very teeth were already all furred, and looked 
as yellow as amber ; fuch a wonderful change 
had one day wrought. When we came to 
fchool, I was ordered to decline fome nouns, 
and was fo wonderful hungry, that I eat half 
my words, for want of more fubftantial diet. 
Any man will eafily believe this, who does but 
hear what Cabra's man told me, which was, that 
at his firft coming he faw two great Flanders 
geldings brought into the houfe, and two days 
after they went out perfed racers, fo light, that 
the very wind would carry them away ; that he 
faw maftiff dogs come in, and in lefs than three 
hours they went out converted into greyhounds: 
That one Lent, he faw abundance of men, fome 
thrufting their heads, fome their feet, and fome 
their whofe body, into the porch ; and this con-> 
tinned a long time, very many people flocking • 
from all parts to do fo ; and that he afking one 
day, what could be the meaning of it, Cabra 
was very angry, but one in the crowd anfwer- 
ed, Some of thofe people are troubled with chil- 
blains, others with the itch, and others with lice, 
all which diftempers and vermine died as foon as 
they came into that houfe, fo that they never 
felt them more. He afliired me this waa very 
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true, and I, who was acquainted with the 
houfe, believe it, which I am fain to take no- 
tice of, left what I fay ftiould be looked upon 
as an hyperbole. 

To return to the fchool, he fet us our leflbn, 
and we conned it, and fo we went on in the 
fame courfe of Hfe I have here delivered, only 
that our matter added bacon in the boiling of 
his pot, becaufe going abroad one day, he was 
told, that, to boil meat without bacon, beto- 
kened a fcandalous race defcended either from 
Moors or Jews. For this reafon he provided a 
fraall, tin cafe, all full of holes, like a nutmeg- 
grater, which he opened, and put in a bit of ba- 
con that filled it ; then ftiutting the box clofe, 
hung it with a ftring in. the pot, that fome re- 
liQi of it might come through the holes, and 
the bacon remain for the next day. Afterwards 
he thought this too great an^expence, and there- 
fore for the future only dipped the bacon into 
the pot. It is eafy to guefs what a life we led 
with this fort of diet and ufage. Don Diego 
and I were in fuch a miferable condition, that 
fince we could find, no relief as to eating, after 
a month was expired, we contrived, at laft, not 
to rife fo early in the morning, and therefore i»- 
folved to pretend we were fick, but not fever- 
iih^ becauf(^ that cheat we thought would . be 
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cafily difcovered. The head or toothach were 
inconfiderable diftempers ; at laft we faid We 
bad the gripes, and were fick for want of going 
to ftool in three days, believing, that rather 
than be at a penny charges, our mafter would 
apply no remedy. The devil ordered worfe 
than we expefted, for Cabra had an old receipt, 

^^which defcended to him by inheritance from 
his father, who was an apothecary. As foon as 
he was told our (Jiftemper, he prepared a clyfter, 
and fending for an old aunt of his, threefcore 
and ten years of age, that ferved him for a nurfe 
upon occafion, ordered her to give each of us a 
potion backwards. She began with Don Die- 
go ; the poor wretch fhrunk up, and the old 

. jade being blind, and her hands fliaking, inftead 
of giving him it inwardly, let it fly betwixt his 
Ihirt and his back up to his very poll ; fo that 
became an outward ornament, which fliould 
have ferved for a lining within. The young 
man cried out; in came Cabra, and feeing what 
had happened, ordered I fhould be ferved next, 
and they would come again to Don Diego. I 
was drefling myfclf very haftily ; but all would 
not do, for Cabra and others held me, whilft 
the old woman gave it me ; but I, to requite 
her kindnefs, returned it all into her face. Ca* 
bra was in a rage with me, and faid he would 

3 
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turn me out of his houfe, for he plainly faw it 
was all a cheat j but I was not fo fortunate. 
We complained to Don Alonfo, and Cabra 
made him believe we did it o\;t of idlenefs, be- 
H:aufe we would not mind our book. Thus all 
our hopes and entreaties came to nothing ; our 
mailer took the old woman into the houfe, to 
drefs th^ meat, and look after the boarders, 
turning away his man, becaufe he fpied fomc 
crumbs of bread on his coat upon a Friday 
morning. Only God knows how we were 
plagued with the old woman. She was fo deaf, 
that (he heard nothing, but underftood by figns, 
though fhe was half blind ; and fuch an ever- 
feftmg prayer, that one day the ftring of her 
bead^ broke orer the pot as it was boiling, and 
our broth came to table fan<aified. Some faid 
thefe are certainly black Ethiopian peafej 
^ others cried they were in mourning, and won- 
dered what relation of theirs was dead. Our 
mafter happened to bite one of them, and it 
pleafed God he broke his teeth. 

On Fridays the old woman would drefs us 
^fome eggs, but fo full of her reverend grey hairs, 
that they appeared no lefs aged than herfelf. It 
was a common praftice with her to dip the fire- 
ftiovelioto the pot inftead of the ladle, and %o 
ferve up porrengcrs of broth ftuflfed with coals, 
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vermine, chips, and the hurds of flax fhe ufed to 
fpin, all which (he threw in to fill up and cram 
the guts. In this mifery we continued till the 
next Lent, at the beginning of which one of 
our companions fell fick. Cabra, to fave char- 
ges, delayed fending for a phyfician, till the pa- 
tient was juft giving up the ghoft, and defired 
to prepare for another world ; then he called a 
young quack, who felt his pulfe, and faid, Hun- 
ger had been beforehand with him, and pre- 
vented his killing that man. Thefe i^cre his 
laft words ; the poor lad died, and was buried 
meanly, becaufe he was a ftranger. This flruck 
a terror into all that lived in the houfe ; the dif- 
mal ftory flew all about the town, and came .at 
lad to Don Alonfo Coronel's ears, ,who having 
no other fon, began to be convinced of Cabra's 
inhumanity, and to give more credit to the 
words of two mere fhadows, for we were no 
better at that time. He came to take us from 
the boardi'ng.fchool, and aflced for us, though 
we flood before him j fo that finding us in fucb 
a deplorable coqdition, he gave our pinc}^-gut 
matter fome hard words. We wexe f arriod 
. away in two chairs, taking leave of our famifli- 
ed companions, who followed us, as far as they 
could, with their eyes and wiflies, lamenting 
ind bewailing, as thofe do who remain flavps ^t 
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Algiers, when their other aflbciates are ranfom- 
ed. 



CHAP. IV. 

Don Diego and hia Man rcfcued from the Jaws of Famind, 
and recovered, are fent to the University of Alcala ; their 
pleafant Adventure by the vray, 

AVhen we came to Don Alonfo's houfe, they 
laid us very gently into two beds, for fear of 
rattling our bones, they were fo bare with ftar- 
ving ; then with magnifying glafles, they be- 
gan to fearch all about our faces for our eyes, 
and were a long time before they could find 
out mine, becaufe I had fufiered moft, being 
treated like a fervant, and confequently mine 
was fuperlative hunger. Fhyficians were call- 
ed, who ordered the dull fhould be wiped off 
our mouths with fox- tails, as if we had been 
paintings; and indeed we looked like the pic- 
ture of death ; and that we fhould be nourifh- 
ed with good broths and light meats, for fear of 
overloading our weak ftomachs. Who can be 
able to exprefs the rejoicing there was in our 
guts, the firfl: good foup that we tailed, and af- 
terwards when we came to eat Ibme fowl ? AU 
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thefe things to them were unknown novelties^ 
The dodors gave order, that for nine days no- 
body fliould talk in our chamber, becaufe our 
ilomachs were fo empty, that the leaft word re- 
turned an echo in them. Thefe and fuch like 
precautions ufed, caufcd bur fpirits to return to 
us in fome meafure ; but our jaws were fo tan^ 
ned and ihrivelled up^ that there was no ftretch- 
ing of them, and therefore care was taken that 
they fhould be every day gently forced out, 
and, as it were, feir upon the lail with the bot- 
tom of a peftle. In a few days we ^bt up to 
try our limbs, but flill we looked like the (ha* 
dows of other men, and fo lean and pale, as if 
we were lineally defcended from the Others in 
the defert. We fpent the whole day in praiiing 
God for having delivered us out of the clutches 
of the moft inhumane Cabra, and aSered up our 
earned prayers, that no Cbriilian might ever 
fall into that miferable thraldom. If ever, when 
we were eating, we happened to think of the 
miferable boarding fchool table, it made us fo 
hungry, that we devoured twice as much as at 
any other time. We ufed to tell Don Alonfo, 
how, when Cabra fat down to table, he would 
inveigh againft gluttony, though he never knew 
any thing of it in his life ; and he laughed hear- 
tily, when we informed him, that^ in fpeaking 



THE SPANISH SHARPER. 1 97 

of the coramandoaent " Thou ftialt -not kill " 
he made it extend to partridges and capons^ 
and fuch other dainties as never came within 
his doors, and even to kUling of hunger, which 
he certainly counted a heinous (in, and there- 
fore had an averfion againft all eating. We 
were three whole months upon our recovery, 
and at the end thereof Don Alonfo began to 
think of fending his fon to Alcala, to finilh his 
Humanity. He afked me whether I would go, 
and I thinking I could never be far enough 
frimi that inhumane monfter of mifery and fa- 
mine^ offered to ferve his fbn faithfully, as ei^* 
perience Ihould (how* He provided him am)- 
ther fervant, in tlie nature of a fteward, to look 
to him, and give an account of the money he 
fent for his expences, by bill upon one Julian 
Meduzza. We put all our equipage into.a cart 
belonging to one Diego Monge ; it confided of 
a fmall bed for our mailer, and a truckle bed ta 
run under it, for me and the fteward, whofe 
name was Aranda, five quilts, four pair of (heets, 
eight pillows, four hangings, a trunk of linen, 
and other furniture for a houfe. We went our- 
felves into a coach in the evening, a little be- 
fore nightfall, and about midnight came to the 
ever accurfed lone inn of Viveros. The inn- 
keeper was of Moorifli race, and a downright 
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thief; and all my life I never faw cat and dog 
fo peaceable as that day. He received us very 
lovingly, becaufe he and the carters went fnacks, 
for we travelled fo flowly, that they were there 
before us. He came to the coach-fide, gave 
me his hand to alight, and afked me, ** Whe- 
*• ther I was going to the univerfity ?" I told 
him I was. He put me into the houfe, where 
two (harpers were with fome wenches, a curate 
praying by them, an old covetous ihopkeeper 
endeavouring to fpare his fupper, and two fcoun- 
drel fhabby fcholars, contriving bow to fill their 
bellies free coft. My mailer, as being- the laft 
comer, and but a boy, faid, ''Landlord, get 
•* what you have in the houfe for me and two 
" fervants." " We are all your fcivants, Sir," 
faid the iharpers, *' and will wait on you. Here, 
'' landlord, take notice, this gentleman will ia- 
" tisfy ; fetch out all you have in the larder.*' 
This faid, one of them ftepped up to Don Die- 
go, and taking off his cloak, laid it by, faying, 
*' Pray, Sir, fit down and reft you." This puf- 
fed me up fo full of vanity, that the inn was 
too little to hold me. One of the damfels faid, 
*• What a: curious fhaped gentleman it is j is he 
'* going to his ftudies ? Are you his fervant, 
•♦ Sir?" I fancying that every word they faid 
was fincere, anfwered, '* That I and the oUier 
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" were both his fervants.** They afked me his 
nanie, and it was fcarcc out of my mouth, be- 
fore one of the fcholars went up to him^ with 
tears in his eyes, and embracing him, as if he 
had been his brother, faid, " O my dear Don 
•* Diego, who would have thought, ten years 
" ago, to have feen you thus : Unhappy man, 
" 1 am in fuch a condition that you will not 
*• know me." My mailer and I were both- 
amazed, and fwore we had never feen him in 
our days. The fcholar's ccfnipanioh ftared Don 
Diego ih'thefeoe, and faid to his friend, "Is 
" this the gentleman of whofe father you told 
" me fo many ftories ; it is extraordinary fortu- 
** nate that we have met him, and know him;. 
" he is grown very tall ; God blefs him." With 
this he began to blefs himfelf/ and feemed fo 
overjoyed, that any man would have thought 
we had been brought up together. Don Diego 
made him many compliments j and as he was 
afking him his name, out came the innkeeper, 
and laid the cloth j and miderftanding the ban- 
ter, faid, " Let that alone, and talk of it after 
*' fupper, for the meat will be cold." One of 
the fharpers ftepped up, and fet ftools for every 
body, and an arm-chair for Don Diego; the' 
other of them brought in a difh. The fcholars* 
faid, " Do you fup, Sir, and whilft they drefr 
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" what the houfe affords for us, we will wait 
'^ on you at table." " God forbid/' anfwercd 
Don Diego, " pray, gentlemen, fit down if you 
•* pleafe." The (harpers, though he did not 
fpeak to them, readily anfwered, " Prefently^ 
" good Sir ; all is not ready yet." When I faw 
fome invited, and the others invite themfelvcs, 
my heart was in my mouth, and I dreaded what 
came to pais ; for the fcholars laying hold of 
the falad, which was a good dilhful, and look- 
ing upon my mafter, faid, *' It would be unrM- 
^ fbnable that theie ladies (hould be left fupper- 
**left, where a gentleman of fuch quality is; 
^pray^ Sir^ give them leave to take a bit." 
My mafter, like a true cuUy, invited them to 
partake. They fat down, an4 between the 
fcholars .and them there was but on« fingle let-> 
tuce of all the falad left in a trice, which laft 
bit Don Diego had ; and as the damned ftu-^ 
dent gave it him, he faid, " Sir, you bad a 
** grandfather, who was my father*8 uncle, that 
" fwoooed at the fight of a lettuce, he was a 
" man of fuch an odd difpofition." This faid, 
he tumbled down a brick of bread, and his com- 
panion did the like. The damfels had made a 
great hole in a good loaf; but yet the poor cu- 
rate eat more than all of them with his eyes and 
wiflics, the (harper bringing in a whole fide of 



THE SPANISH SHARPER* 10 T 

kidroafted, and a difh of pigeons and bacon 
boiled; took their places at the table, faying to 
the prieft, " Why father, what makes you ftand 
'* these ? draw near and reach a bit, for Don 
•* Diego treats us all/' No fooncr were the 
words fpoken, but he fat down. When my 
mafter perceived that they had all intruded up^ 
€11 him, be began to be much concerned ^ They 
divided liie fpoil, giving Don Diego fome few 
bones to pick, the xeil (he curate and the others ^ 
devoured. The fhiirpers faid, ** Pray, Sir, da* 
^ not eat too much fupper, left it does yoo - 
^ harm ;"' and the curfed fcholar anfwered, 
** Befides, Sir, you muft begin to pradlife to be 
** abftemious, confidering the life you are to 
"lead at Alcala." I and the other fervant 
prayed heartily that God would put it into their 
hearts to leave fomething ; and when they had - 
devoured every bit, and the curate was picking 
the bones over again, one of the (harper^ turn- 
ed about, and faid, " God blefs us, we have left 
** nothing for the fervants ; come hither gentle- 
"men. Here, landlord, give them all the houfe 
"''afFords ; take this piftole to pay for it,*! Up * 
flarted immediately - my mafter's confounded 
imaginary kinfman, I mean the fcholar, faying, 
'* With your leave, good Sir, I muft tell you,- 
** liear your breeding is not much ; it is a figQ)-^ 
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•* you are not acquainted with my coufin ;. he 
•* will provide for his own fervants and for ours 
•* too, if wc had any, as he has done for us.'* 
•* Be not in a paffion, Sir," replied the other, 
** we did not know fo much before." When I 
&w all this fly diffimulation, I began to curfe 
them, and thought I fhould never have done. 
The cloth was taken away, and they all defired 
Don Diego to go to bed. He would have paid 
for the fupper, and they anfweced. In the mom* 
ing will be time enough. They flayed a while 
chatting together ; my mafter aiked the fcholar 
his name, and he anfwered, Don fomething Co- 
lonel. The devil confound the deceitful dog, 
wherefocver he is. Then perceiving that the 
griping fhopkeeper was afleep, he faid, " Will 
**you have a little fport. Sir, to make you 
^ laugh? Let us put fome trick upon this feU 
•* low, who has eaten but one pear upon the 
" road, and is as rich as a Jew." The fliarpen 
cried, *♦ God-a- mercy, Mafter Licentiate, do fo, 
•' it is but reafon." With this approbation he 
drew near the poor fleeping old fellow, and 
flipped a wallet from under bis feet, untied it, 
and took out a box, all the company flocking 
about, as if it had been lawful prize taken in 
war. He opened it, and found.it full of Lo- 
zenges ; all which he took out^ and fupplied 
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th'eir place with ftones, chips, and any rubbilh 
that came next to hand. Then he eafed him- 
felf a-top of all that, and over the excrement 
hid about a dozen of little glittering ftones 
there are among fome fine lime in Spain, with 
which they platter the outfides of houfes, and it 
glitters in the fun like bits of glafs. This done; 
he Ihut up the box, and faid, I have not done* 
jret, for he has a leather bottle, out of which he 
poured all the wine, only fome little he left in* 
the bottom, and then fluffed, it up with tow' 
and wool, and flopped it. The Scholar put all* 
again into the wallet, and a great ftone into the , 
hood of his travelling coat, and then he and all 
the reft went to bed, tafleep about an hour or* 
little more. 

When it was time to fet out," all the company'' 
waked and got up, and ftill the old man fleep- • 
ed ; they called him; and he could not get up * 
for the weight- of the- ftonethat was in his hood/ 
He looked to fee what it was, and the innkeep- 
cr,pretendcd to quarrel with him, faying, " God' 
•* is my life, could you pick up nothing elfe to 
•■ catrry away, father, but this ftone.' I had been' 
" finely ferved, gentlemen, if 1 had not diico- 
"vered it ; I value it above an hundrfed crowns • 
** becaufe it is good for the pain in the fto- 
" mach.-^ The old manfworc and banned^ that- 
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he had not put it into his hood, the iharpers 
reckoned up the bill, whieh came to fix crowns*; 
but the bell arithmetician in Cbriftendom could 
never have made out that ftim. The fcholars 
afked what fervice they coi|ld do us at Alcala ; 
the reckoning was paid,, we breakfalied, and the 
old man took up his wallet ; but for fear we 
(hould fee what he bad in it, and fo he might 
be obliged to diftribute any, be untied it in the 
dark under his great coat, and laid hold of a bit 
of lime well daubed, which he clapped into hb 
jPDouth, and going to cranch it with a tooth and 
^ half he had, was like to lofe them botb^. He 
began to fpit, and make faces^ what with the 
jpain, and what with the loatbfom^ bit he had 
put into his mouth. We all went up to him, 
;ind the curate among the firft, a&ing, What 
ailed him ?r He began to curfe and fwear, drop- 
ped dp wip the wallet, and the fcholar can>e up 
to him, faying, " Go behind me^ Satan^ here 
** is the crofsJ' The other opened a breviary^ 
and wovdd peirfuade him he was poffeifed, till 
at laft he told what ailed him, and begged they 
would give him leave lo wafli his mouth with- 
foine wine he had in his leather bottle. Thty 
let him go, he openeu his bottle, and pouring* 
into a fmall difli, out came a little wine, fo 
bairyf^nd full of tow, that there waj no drink* 
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ing, or enduring the fight of it. Then the old 
man fell a raving beyond rneafure, but feeing 
s^U the company bard their fides with laughing^ 
he was £un to grow calm, and get up into the 
waggon with the (harpers and winches. Tlie 
curate and fcholars mounted on afies, and we 
went into the coach. We were fcarce gone 
from the door, before tbey all began to banter 
andrkticule us, declaring the trick they' had. 
put upon us* The innkeeper cried, ^ Good 
*^ mafter frefh- water fchofor, a few of thelfe 
*^ handfels will make you old and wife.'' The 
curfed fcholar faid, '^ Fray, coufin, the neit 
*^ time fcratch when it itches, and not after- 
^ wards.*^ In ihort, every one had his faying;, 
but we thought beft to take no notice, thou^ 
God knows, we were quite out of couBtenancei^ 
At length we got to Alcala, ^nd alighted at Ian 
inn, wlicre we fpent all that day, for we came 
in at nine in the morning, in tecfconing up the 
particulars of our laft fupper, but could never 
make out the account. 
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CHAP. V. 

Oiflr Entrance into Alcala, the Reception we had, paying 
Ibr our Freedom, and what Tricks they put upon me, as* 
being a New Comer. 

Towards the evening, before it was dark, we 
left the inn, to go to the houfe that had been 
hired for Us, which was without St. James's 
Gate, in a court full of abundance of fcholars ; 
but in our houfe there were only three families . 
of us. The owner, or landlord of it, was onev 
of thofe who believe in God out of complaifance,- 
or only in outward fhow, fuch as they vulgarly 
called Morifco's, becaufe.defcended from the 
Moors J for there are abundance of this fort of 
people, and of thofe that have great nc^es, and 
cannot endure the fcent of bacon. Yet I do 
not by this mean to refleft upon the people of 
quality, which are there very numerous, and 
uofpptted in bl6od>. The landlord received mo 
with a worfe countenance than if I had been an 
inquifitor; I know not whether he did it to 
make us refpecl him the more, or whether it was 
the nature of the beaft, for it is no wonder they 
fhould be ill natured who are of fuch bad prin- 
ciples. We brought in our goods, made the 
beds, and refted that night. When it was day. 
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all the fcholars in the houfe came in their fliirta 
to demand entrance-money of my matter. He 
being an utter llranger to that affair, aiked me^ 
What it was they would be at? whilft I at the 

' fame time, for fear of what might happen, thruft 
myfelf between two quilts, with only half my 
head out, like a tortoife. They demanded a 
couple of crowns, which were given them ; and 
they fet up a hellifh cry, ^finging, *' Long live 
** our companion, and let him be admitted into 
'' our friendfliip ; let him enjoy all the privi- 
«« leges of a freeman, and be allowed to have 
*^ the itch, to be greafy, and as hungry a3 we 
" are." This faid, pray obferve the privileges ; 
they all tumbled down the ftairs, we drefied our* 
felves, and fet out for the fchools. My mafter 
was conduced by fome collegians, his father's 
friends, and fo took his place in the fchool; but 
I being to go to another place, went aU alone, 
and began to quake for fear. I had Scarce let 
my foot into the great court, before they all 
faced me, and began to cry, " A novice*" The 
better to colour the matter, I fell a laughing, as 

* if I had not regarded it ; but it availed me not, 
for eight or nine of them (landing about me be* 
gan to grin and laugh out. I blufhed ; would 
to God 1 had not, for immediately one that waa 
next me clapped hit hand to hit nofe, and ftep* 
4 
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ping^de, laid, ^ This Lazarus is not rai£eJ 
"" £rom the dead, l>e Oinks (b/' Then they all 
fbaod oS^ ftopioDg their noCbs. i diinking to 
efcapc that way, held my nofe too, and iaid,^ 
'P You are in the right, gentlonen^ here is a 
** great ftiiik/* They all burft out a laughing, 
snd getting farther off, gathered about an hun« 
Ared ilrong. They began to haixk, and^i:iie the 
slarrs with then: thix^ats, and by their coiigh^ 
tng, and evening and fhuttrng of their roouths, 
I perceived they were preparing a voSey of 
glanders for «ie. By this time a bcawny bump- 
kin>ibholar, who had got a cold, fatofied me 
Wth a dreadful ocle, faying, " Thus 1 begin/* 
Seeing myfelf beyond all hope of redretfs, cried 

«ut, I vow to God you fliail 1 would hav^ 

i^>oke out the i^eft^ but there fell- fuch a loath- 
fbme ifinower upon me, thai! could not utter a 
word raope. I had covered my face with my 
clo^, and Aood fuch a fair mark, timt they 
alt fhot at me ; and no doubt but it was worth -■ 
while to fee how they took their aim. By this 
time I w,as daubed all over from head to foot : 
but a fly dog obferving that I was covered, and' 
had nothing ou my f^e, came running towards 
me, crying out, as if he had been in a paffion, 
♦♦Enough J do not murder him." I thinking 
by their ufage that they bad really defigned it^ 
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uncovered myfelf, to fee how the cafe ftood, and 
that very moment the villain, who made all that 
noife, fliot a glander juft betwixt my two eyes. 
Confider what an anguifh I was in ; the hell- 
hounds gave fuch a Ihout, that it quite amazed 
me ; and I concluded, from their cleaning of 
their ftomachs upon me, that, to fave the charge 
of apothecaries and dodors, they took the ad« 
vantage of new comers to purge themfelves. 
After all this, they would have necked me as. 
they do rabbits to kill them ; but there was no 
touching me, without carrying off fomepart of 
their loathfome bounty ,» which hung all about 
my wretched cloak, then turned grey with filthy 
though it came in black. They left me, look-* 
ing all over like an old man's fpitting-Iheet. I 
went home, though I fcarce knew the way ; 
and it was good luck that this happened in the 
morning, for I met but two or three boys, who, 
I believe, were good natured, for they only 
threw half a dozen dirty clouts at me, and went 
their ways, I got into the houfe, and the M6or» 
i(h landlord feeing me, fell a laughing, and made 
ftiow as if he would have fpit upon me ; which 
I dreading, cried out, " Hold, landlord, for I 
" am not the pidure of Chrift." Would to God 
I had never faid it, for he laid me on feveral 
pounds with the weights be had ia his hand. 
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Having got this good help, befides all the reft, 
though half revenged, I went up, and was a 
long time before I could find out where to take 
hold of my cloak or caflbck. At laft I took 
them off, hanged them up in a galleiy, and laid 
me down upon the bed. 
My mafter coming in found me afleep, and 
not knowing of my loathfome difafter, was in a 
paffion, and fell a tugging me by the hair fo fu- 
rioufly, that had I not waked immediately, he 
had made me bald before my time. I ftarted 
lip, crying out, and complaining, and he ftiU 
more paffionat^, faid, is this the fervice 1 am to 
expcft from you, Paul! I muft turn a new card. 
This went to my heart, and I anfwered, " You 
" are a great comfort to me, Sir, in my afflic- 
** tions ; do but fee what a condition that cloak 
•• and caflbck are in, which have ferved for 
** handkerchiefs to the filthieft nofes, and fpit- 
" ting-flieets to the fbuleft throats that ever 
" poifoned clean linen." This faid, I fell a- 
weeping; which he perceiving, believed me, 
looked for the caflbck, and feeing it, took pity 
on me, and faid, " Paul, look out fharp, and 
** take care of yourfelf, for you have no father 
" or mother to take your part here." I told 
him all that had befallen me, and he ordered 
me to ftrip, and go to my chamber, where four 
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iisrvants of the other lodgers in the houfe lay. ^ 
I went to bed and flept, and being refrefhed 
with that and a good fupper, I found myfelf as 
well as if nothing had happened to me. But 
when misfortunes begin to fall, there is fuch a 
feries of them linked together, as if they would 
never have an end. The other fervants came 
to bed, who all faluted and aiked me, Whether 
I was fick, and what made me fo foon a-bed ? 
I told them the whole ftory ; and immediately, 
as if they had been innocence itfelf, they began 
to blefs themfelves, and faid, ** Was there ever 
'^ fuch wickednefs aAed ? This would not be 
** tolerated among infidels." Another criedi 
^' The proftprs are in the fault, that they do not 
'* take care to prevent it. Shall you know 
** them again ?" I anfwered, I fliould not, and 
thanked them for the kindnefs they feemed to 
(how ipe. This difcourfe held till they ftripped, 
went to bed, put out the candle, and I fell a- 
fleep, as if I had been with my mother and bra* 
thers. It was about twelve of the clock, 1 be- 
lieve, when one of them waked me, roaring out 
in a difmal manner, '* Help, Help, they kill me, 
" thieves !*' At the fame time there was a noife 
in his bed of talking and lalhes. I held up my* 
head, and faid, '^ What is the matter there ?** 
As foon as ever I uncovered myfelf, they laid 
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me on the back with mighty cat and nine-tails. 
I cried out, and would have got Up ; the other 
<;ooQplained as much as I, but they only flogged 
Hie. I called out to God for vengeance, but 
the lalhes fell fo thick upon me, they having 
]^ulled 9II the clothes off me, that I had no 
other refuge but to creep under the bed. 1 did 
&), and immediately the other three, who feem- 
td to Heep, began all to roar out, and I hearing 
the laflies ftill, concluded that fomis ilranger 
icourged us all. In the meanwhile the hell* 
hound that was next me, ikipped into my bed. 
This done the lifl^s ceafed, and all fonr of 
iheto/got wp, crying out amain, *♦ It b a great 
" villany, and not be endured." Still I lay un- 
der my bed, whining like a dog that is pinched 
in a door, and flirinking myfdf all up, as if I 
had been drawn together by the cramp. The 
others made as if they had fhut the door ; then • 
I crept out, got into my bed again, and aflcing, 
whether any of them was hurt, they all com- 
plained bitterly. - I lay down, covered myfidf 
up warm, and fell afleep again ; and happening 
to tumble about in my fleep, when I waked, I 
found myfelf all daubed up tp my very neck. 
They all got up, and 1 pleaded the flogging for 
an excufe to lie a- bed. The devil himfelf could 
ont turn me from one fide. I was full of con-^ 
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fbiion, confidering whether the fright and difl 
order had occafioned my committmg that beaft- 
Mnefs, or whether I did it in my flfeep. In fliott 
I was innocent and guilty at the fame time, and 
knew not what excufe to make fbr myfelf. My 
chamber-fellows drew near to the, complahimg, 
and Ally afiied me how I did; I anfwered, I was 
very ill ; for I had been cruelly laflied ; and in- 
quired of them, What the meaning of it could 
be? They replied, « We w4H anfWer for it, who- 
" fi)evcr it was (hall not carry it to hearen, nor 
" hell ; for the cunning man will tell us aH ; 
" but waving that, let us fee whether you ait 
•* not hurt, for you made a piteous complaint.** 
So faying, they went about to take off the bed- 
clothes, to expofe me. By this time my mafter 
came in, faying, " Shall I never make any good 
** of you, Paul ? It is eight of the clock, and 
" you are a-bed ftill* Rife, you fhamelefs foouii- 
" drel." The knaves, the better to impofe up- 
on me, told Don Diego the whole ftory, and de- 
fired hrm to let me reft ; but one of them added, 
'" if you will not believe me, Sir, let us fee, bro- 
** ther ;" and then he laid hold of the bed- 
clothes to uncover me. I held faft with teeth 
and hands, for fear of difcovering the filthy fe- 
cret ; and when they found that way would not 
do, one of them cned, *^ Ads bcbs, what a ftitik 
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•• is here," Don Diego faid fo too, becaufe it 
was matter of fa£l ; and then they all began to 
look about the room, whether there was ever a 
clofe-ftodl| or other filth, faying, there was no 
enduring t>f the place; and one of them added, 
** We (hall have a fine time of it, to ftudy in 
•* this room." They looked into the beds, and 
removed them all, to fee under, and then faid, 
«< Boubtlefs there is fomething under Paul's bed, 
'^ let us remove him into one of ours, and look 
** there.*' I perceiving this was hke to be un- 
avoidable, and that they were juft going to lay 
hands on me, pretended I had a fit of the falling- 
ficknefs, laid about me on all hands, and made 
ftrange faces. They unflerftanding the cheat, 
took the fafter hold of me, crying, " What a 
** pity it is." Don Diego held and pulled by 
my middle finger, accounted a help in that di- 
ftemper j and fo at length, between them all 
five they raifed me up; and when they laid open 
the (heets, all fmeared and daubed from the 
head to the feet, they burfl out into fuch a loud 
laughter, that the room ecchoed. '* Poor lad," 
cried the impudent fcoundrels, whilft I pretend- 
ed to be in a fwoon, " pull him hard, Sir, by 
" that middle finger ;" and my matter thinking 
he did me fome fignal fervice, tugged till he put 
it out of joint. The others propofed cramping 



THE SPANISH SHARPS&. 2 \S 

my thighs, to fetch me to myfelf, faying, ** Alas, 
" poor lad, no doubt but he befouled himfelf 
•^ juft now when the fit came upon him." It is 
impofiible to exprefs the anguifh I was in, what 
with fhame, what with my finger that was dif- 
jointed, and what with the dread of being cramp* 
ed. At length, fearing they would really put 
'that villany in execution, for they had really 
put cords about my thighs, I made as if I came 
to myfelf; yet I was not fp quick, but that the 
rogues being knavifhly bent; had whipped the 
cords ^out my thighs, and tugged fo hard, that 
they funk them an inch into my flelh. Then 
they left me, crying, " Blefs us, what a puny 
^ " creature you. are." I cried for mere vexation, 
and they archly faid, *' Hold your peace, your 
" betraying yourfelf is the leaft concern, your 
" health is all.** This done, they wafhed me, 
l^id me in the bed again, and went their way. 
Being left alone, I lay and confidered, that what 
I had endured in ow 4ay at Alcala, was worfe 
than all my fufferings under Cabca at the board- 
ing-fchool. At noon I drefled me, ideaned my 
cloak and caflbck the bed I could, wafhi^g it 
like an old clout, and waited for my mafler, 
who, when he came, aiked me, " How I did ?*' 
All the family dined, and fo did I, though I eat 
but little, having but an indifferent ftomacb d(t 
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that time, and after dinner we all met to clmt . 
in an open gallery/ The other fenrants, when 
they had fufficiently bantered me, difcovering 
the trick they had put upon me, laughed hear- 
tily : I was worfe out of countenance than be- 
fore, and faid to myfelf, " Look to yourfelf, 
" Paul, ftand upon your guard.^* I refolved to 
begin a new courfe of life ; we were all made 
friends, and from that day forwards lired as 
lovingly in the houfe together, as if we had 
Veen all one mother's children, and no man di- 
fturbed me any more at the fchools, or public 
places. 



CHAP- VL 

Of the wicked Old Houfekeeper, and tbe firft knaviffi pranks 
I played at Alcala. 

Wmk you are at Rome, do as they do at 
Rome, fkys the proverb, and it is well faid. I 
took it fo fcrioufly into confideration^ that I fiilly 
refolved to play the knave among kmtcs, and 
to outdo them all if poffibte. I know not 
whether I fucceeded as I defigned, but I am 
fure I ufed all my endeavours. In the firft 
place, I made, a law, tlM it (hould be no lefs 

4 
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than death for any pigs to cortie into our houfe, 
or for any of pur old houfekeeper's chickens to 
run out of the yard into our room. It happen- 
ed one day, that two of the clevereft porkersi 
that cjyer my eyes beheld, flipped into our do- 
minions; I was then at play with the other 
fervants, and hearing them grunt, faid'to one of 
my companions, " Go fee who it is that grunts 
" in our houfe ;" he went and brought word they 
were two fwine. No fooner had I heard thefe 
words, but I went out in a paffion, faying,' " It 
*' was a great deal of impudence in them to 
** grunt in other people*s houfes." Then clap- 
ping the door to, in the fame heat of blood, I 
run my fword into the throats of them both', 
and then we cut off their heads. To prevent 
their cry being heard abroad, we all fet up our 
throats, roaring as loud as poflibly we could, as 
if we had been finging, and fo they gave up the 
ghoft among us. We paunched them, faved 
the blood, and by the help of our ftraw bed, 
half finged them in the yard ; fo that when .our 
maimers came home all was over, though after 
*ii indifferent manner ; only the puddings were 
not yet made, Which was not for want of expe- 
dition, for w6 had left half of the filth in the 
guts, merely to fave lofe of time. Don Diego 
and our fteward were told the ftory, find flew 
Vol. I. L 
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into fuch a paffion s^gainft me, that the othef 
lodgers, who were ready to buril with laughing, 
thought fit to take ray part. Don Diego a£||:e4 
me, what I could fay for myfelf, if the thiqg 
ihould be fbuod out, and I fhould be ta]cen ug^ 
for it ? I anfwered, I would plead hunger, whici} 
is the common fan<3uary of all fcholars ; and if 
that w^ not enough, I would urge, that feeing 
them come into the houfe without knocking, as 
if they had been at home, I thought they had 
been our own. They ail laughed at my ple^ 
and Don Diego faid, ^' By my troth, Paul« 
*' you begin to underftand your trade." It wag 
very well worth obferving the ' difierence be* 
tween my mailer and me, he fo fober and reli- 
gious, and I fo arch and knavifh, fo that the 
one was a foil to the other, and ferved to fet off 
either his virtue or vice. Our old houfekeeper 
was pleafed to the very heart, for we both play* 
ed our parts, and had confpired againfl the 
larder. I was caterer, and a mere Judas in my 
employment, and ever lince retained an inclina* 
tion to cribbing and ftealing. The meat always 
wafted in the old jade's keeping, and (he never 
dreif^d wedder-mutton when fhe could get ewe 
or goat ; befides, fhe picked the fieOi oW the 
bones before fhe boiled them, fo that the dilbes 
krrcd up lodced as if the cattle had died of a 



i 
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confumptioYi ; and the broth was fo clear, that, 
had it been confolidated, it might have pafTed for 
crjllal ; only now and then, for change, that 
the fbup might look a little fat, (he clapped in a 
jfew candles ends. When 1 was by, fhe would 
(ay to my mailer, •* In troth, Sir, Paul is the 
** bed f^rvant in Spain, bating his unluckinefs ; 
^* but that may well enough be borne with, be- 
^* caufe lie is honed. He buys the belt the 
** market affords." I gave the fame charafter 
of her, and fo we put upon the whole houfe. If 
there was any ftore of coals, bacon, or oil, laid 
in, we ftole half of it, and fome while after 
would fay. Pray, gentlemen, retrench your ex- 
pences a little, fw if you go on at this rate, you 
had need have a mint of money ; the coals or 
the oil is fpent, but no wonder at the rate that 
you ufc it J you had beft order more to be 
brought in. Sir, give Paul the money, and you 
will have a better account of it. Money was 
accordingly given me, and we fold them the 
other half we bad ftole, and half of what^we 
brought, and that was in fuU. x 

if ever I happened to buy any thing in the 
market at the real value, then the old houfe- 
keeper and I would pretend to fall ' out and 
quarrel, and ihe' feeming to be in a pai&on^ 
would iky^ ** Do not tell me, Paul, that this is 
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" a pennyworth of falad." Then I would feem 
to cry, and make a great deal of noife, went to 
-complain to my mafler, and perfuaded him to 
fend the fteward to inquire, that the old woman 
might be convinced, who ftill fcolded on defign- 
cdly. The fteward went and found as I faid, 
by which means both mafter and fteward were 
impofed upon, and had the better opinion of 
me for my honcfty, and of the houfekeepef for 
her care. Don Diego being thus fixed in his 
good opinion of me, ufed to fay to her, *• Would 
** to God Paul were otherwife as rirtuous as hi 
" is honeft ; I fee plainly he is as trufty as you 
" reprefent him.*' Thus we held them in igno- 
rance, and fucked them like horfe leeches. I 
do not at all doubt, reader, but you wonder 
how much we might cheat them of at the year's 
end ; the fum was certainly confiderable, yet I 
fuppofe we were not obliged to make reftitu- 
tion, for the old woman never miffed going to 
church daily, yet I never faw any difpofition in 
her to reftore the leaft part ; nor did I perceive 
any fcruple of confcience ftie made of it, though 
ftie was fo great a faint. She always wore a 
pair of beads about her neck, fo big, that the 
wood -of them might have ferved to roaft a fir- 
loin of beef. It was all hung with crofles, me- 
dals, pidures, and other trinkets, on all which 
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fhe faid fhe prayed every night for her beue- 
facStors. She had a catalogue of an hi^ndied 
and odd faints that were her patrons ; ^apd iij 
truth (he had need of no lefs help to bear herf 
out of all her wickednefs. Her chamber was 
over my mailer's, where (he was longer at pray- 
ers than a fanatical preacher is in bis fei^mon ;« 
and all in Latin, fuch as it was, for neither mor- 
tals on earth, nor angels in heaven, could un- 
derftand it, which (lie did to appear the more^ 
innocent and fimplej but we were ready to 
fplit our (ides -with laughing. Befides thefe ih^ 
had many other excellent qualifications,/or di^ 
was an extraordinary mefTenger of love, and 
contriver of pleafure, which is the fame as a^ 
bawd ; but her excufe to me was, that it came 
to her by defcent, as the kings of France had 
the gift of curing the king's eviU You will 
imagine perhaps that wc always lived in unity ;, 
but who does not koow that the two beft friends^ 
if they are covetous, and live together, will en- 
deavour to cheat one another, and I tpok care, 
to let flip no opportunity. 

The old woman kept hens in the yard, and 
had about a dozen or fourteen well growa 
chickens, which made my teeth water to be at 
them, for they were fit to be ferved up to any. 
gentleman's table. It happened one day, that 

La 
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file going to feed them, as the common cuftom 
is in Spain, called them together, crying^ Fio, 
Pio, Pio. This (he repeated very often, and I 
being upon the catch, cried out as loud as (he, 
" As God Ihall fave me, nurfe, I wiih I hadfeea 
** you kill a man, or clip and coin, for then I 
** might have kept your counfel, rather than do 
•• as you have done ; and now I muil be forced 
•* to difcovcr it. The Lord have mercy upon 
•' us bothJ' She feeing me aA all that concern 
and diforder, was fomewhat ftartkd, and faid^ 
" Why, what have I done, Paul ? If you arc in 
'* jeft, do not perplex me Any longer. What 
** do you mean by jelling?*' faid I ; " a curfe 
^ on it, I cannot poi&bly avoid giving informa* 
** tion to the inquifiticn, elfe I fhaU be excom- 
" municated." " The inquifition,** quoth flie^ 
trembling like a leaf on a tree, " Why, have I com- 
mitted any crime againft religion? Why, there's 
•* the cafe,** anfwered I j ** don*t you think to 
•* dally with the inqutfitors, you bad bettet 
" own you were in the wrong, that you fpoke 
" like a fool, eat your words, and not deny the 
** blafphemy and irreverence.** She replied in 
a great conftemation, " But tell me, Paul, will 
" they punifh me if I recant;" " No,** faid I, " for 
" then they will only abfolve you.** " Then I 
^ recant,** quoth fte, ** but do you tell me 
" what it is I am to recant, for I know nothing 
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•* of it as I hope for mercy." " Blels me/* re- 
plied I. *' Is it poffible you (hould be {iy dull, as 
" not to refled that, but I don*t know how to 
" exprefs it, the difrefpeft was fo great, that I 
" am afraid to repeat it. Don't you remember 
** you called the chickens Pio, Pio, and Pius is 
*• the name of federal popes, who are Chrift's 
** vicars upon earth, and heads of the church? 
•* Now, do you confider whether that be any 
<* trifling fin ?*' She ftood as if flie had been 
thunder-Aruck, and after a while cried, •* 'Ti» 
** true I faid fo, Paul, but may I be cursM if I 
* did it with any ill defign. I recant ; do yoa 
*• confider whether fome means may not bfe 
^ found to avoid informing againft me ; for 1 
•• (hall die if they get me into the inquifition.** 
" Provided you will take your oath,** anfwered 
I, ** on the holy altar, that you did it not with 
** any HI intent, I may, upon that aflurance, 
V forbear impeaching you ; but then you mull 
*♦ give me thofe two chickens that fed when 
•* you were calling them by that mofl: fandified 
** name of the popes, that I may tarry them to 
** an ofiBcer of the inquifition for Wm to bum 
^•^thcm, for they are defiled; and in the next 
*• place, you muft fwear pofikively never to be 
** guilty of the like again. This you muft do 
*• now, and to morrow VH fwear.'* For the 
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better fixing of this notion in her head, 1 went 
on, " The worft of it is, Tabitha," (for that 
was her name), " that I fhall be in danger ; 
" for the inquifitor will aflc whether I am not 
*' the perfon, and may put me to trouble. Do 
" you' e'en carry them yourfelf,forI am afraid." 
" For the Lord's fake," cried flie, " Paul, take 
*• pity on me, and do you carry them ; there is 
" no danger of your coming .to any harm." I 
made her court me a long while, and at laft, 
though it was the thing I aimed at, I fqfiered 
myfelf ' to be perfuaded. I took the chickens,* 
hid them^ in my^chamber, ^made fiiow.as if I 
wen^ abroad, .and came in again, faying, /Mt 
'*^as fallen out better tha^n I expeded; the 
^Vcunning officer would fain have come after 
\*. m^ to fee the woman, but I gave him the flip 
f^ c^rioufly;^ andjdid my bufinefs." She bugged 
an4kified me, -and §ave me another chicken 
for my pains, which I carried to his compa- 
nions, had them all drefied at the cook's, and 
cat them with my fellow- fervants. Don Diego 
and the houfekeeper c^me to liear of the trick, 
find all the family made excellent fport with it. 
The old woman had like to have fretted herfelf 
to death for mere vexation, and was a tboi;ifa^d 
times in the mind, for revenge, t;o difcover all 
my chrats,' but that flie was as d^ep^^n t^<S.4i>f^ 
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as I was in the mire. Being thus at varianoe 
with the old woman, and no way now left to 
put upon her, I contrived new ways to play my- 
pranks, and fell to that the fcholars call fnatch- 
ing.and fhoplifting, at. which fpprt I had-manjF-. 
pleafant adventures. 

One night, about nine of the clock, at which 
time there are but few people abroad, pafEng 
through the great ftreet, I fpied a confedioner's 
fhopopen, and in.it a frail of raiflns upon the^ 
counter^ I whipped in, took hold of it, and fet 
a running ; the confeftioner fcoured after me, , 
and fo did feveral neighbours and fervants. 
Being loaded, I perceived, that though I had ■ 
the ftart, they would overtake mje, and there-: 
fore turning the corner of the ftreet, I.clapt the 
frail upon the ground, fat down upon it, and^ 
wrapping: my cloak about my. leg, began to- 
cry out, holding it with both hands, ** God for- 
*' give him, he has trod, upon me, and crippled 
" meJ' They heard what I.faid,.and when 
ihey came up, I began to cry, ". For the Lord's 
'* fake^pity the lame, I pray God you may nc- 
*' ver be lame/' They came to me, panting,, 
and out of breath, ^nd faid, "Friend, did you 
" fee a man run this way ?" " He is before you," ' 
anfvvered I,, ** for he trod upon me.'' With this 
they ftar ted again, .and, vanifhed. I was left r 

■L5.. '" ' 
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alone, carried my frail honMs, and told the ftorjv 
which they would iK)t beliere, though they 
highly applauded the ingenuity ; for wlucfa rea» 
fon I invited them to fee me fteal a box of 
fweetmeats another night. They came, and. 
obferving that all the boxes were fo far withii> 
the ihop, that there was no reaching them, con- 
cluded the thing was impradicable,^ efpecialljT 
becaufe the confedioner haying heard what had 
happened to the other, was upon his guards 
However, I went on, and drawing my fwoid,. - 
which was a ftiflf tuck, about a dozen paces^ 
fhort of the fhop, run on, and when I came up 
to the door, I cried out, " You are a dead man,'*' 
and made a ftrong pafs juft before the confec- 
tioner's breaft, who dropt down, calling for help^ 
and my fword run clear through a box of fweet* 
meats, which I drew out with it, and carried it 
off. They were all amazed at the contrivance^ 
and ready to burft with laughing, to hear the 
confedioner "bid the people fearch him, for he 
was certainly wounded, and knew the other 
was a man he had a falling out with ; but when 
he turned about, the other boxes being diibrder- 
ed by the pulling out of that one, he difcovered 
the cheat, and fell a bleffing himfelf, as if he 
would never have done» The truth of it is, i 
never ate any thing that pleafed me. fa welL 
Ik. 
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M J companions ufed to fay, I could maintain 
the family with what I lifted, which is only a 
modeft term for ftealing. Being then hut a 
boy, and hearing myfelf commended for thefe 
knavifli pranks, it encouraged me to commit 
Hwre. I ufed to bring home my girdle hung 
all round with little pitchers, which I ftole from 
Buns, begging fome water to drink of them ; 
and when they turned it out in their wheel, I 
went off with the mugs, they being fhut up, and 
not able to help themfelves ; fo that it became 
a fafhion not to give out any thing without a 
pledge for the veflcl. 

After this I promifed Don Diego and his 
companions, that I would one night difarm the 
round. The night was appointed, and we fet 
out upon the exploit. 1 went foremoft witlx 
another fenrant of our family, and as foon as 1 
difcovered the watch, went up as if I had beea 
in a great fright, feying, " Is it the round ?** 
They anfwered, " It was." Then faid 1, " Is 
** the governor here?" They replied, ** He was*^ 
Then 1 kneeled down, and faid, " Sir, It is in 
** your powet to do me right, to rerenge my 
" wrong, and to do the public a great piece of 
^ fervice j be pleafed to hear a word or two I 
^ hare to communicate in priTate^ if yoo de&e 
*^ to fecture fome notorious criminals.^ Htike^ 

L6 
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ptd afide, and fpme of his officers were laying 
.hands on their fwords,' and others taking out 
.their rods of authority, wbilft I faid, " Sir, I am 
." come frpm Seville, in [Hlrfmt of fix of the moft 
^*; notorious. i»alefadors in the world ; they are 
"all thieves and murderers, and among them is 
" one that killed ray mother, and a brother of 
" mine, without any provocation, but to exer- 
V cife his barbarity. This is proved upon him, 
^\ and they all come,, as I heard them fay, with 
/• a FreiKih fpy ; and by what I can further guefe 
j* from their words, he is fent (then I lowered 
" my voice) by Antony Perez." At thefe words 
the governor gave a Ikip, and cried, '* Where are 
"'they ?" " They are, Sir," faid I, " in a bawdy- 
** houfei do not ftay, good Sir, the fouls of my 
/ mother and brother will requite you with their 
h prayers, and the king will reward you.'* He 
iaid:very eameftly, " Good God ! let us lofe no 
^ tifne, follow- me all of you, and give me a tar- 
^\ get.f* ■ :I. tpok^him afide; again, and added, 
«v* Sir, tjie whole bufinefs will be fpoiled, if you 
i^^pSPy .the. only way to do it, is, for them all 
/*fjjto gp in, without fwords, and one by one, for 
io ^h^J(;^^y^Py^ in the roomis, and have piftols, 
^',and^~fgon .as they; fee any come with fwords^ 
^"J^^ipj^rijog^jhat uf^ieff^ \v^ but officers 

*a^ ijfiioe^-|:jiey,,i,viU.be^ Jure tafire. It is bet- 
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" ter onfly to go in with your daggers, and then 
" you may fecure them behind, for we are 
" enough of us." The governor being eager to 
fecure them at any rate, approved of my con- 
.trivance. By this time we were come near the 
place, and the governor thus intruded by me, 
ordered them all to hide their fwords in a field 
there is jufl before the houfe under the grafs. 
They did fo, and went on. I had already in- 
ftrudled my companion, that as foon as ever 
they laid them down, he fhould feize them, and 
make the bed of his way home. He did fo, and 
when they were all going into the houfe, I ftayed 
out the laft ; and as foon as they were entered, 
being followed by feveral people they picked 
up by the way, 1 gave them the flip, and turn- 
ed fliort into a narrow lane that comes out near 
La Vidloria, running all the way as fwift as a 
greyhound:. When the round was aU in the 
houfe, and found none there but fcholars and 
*fcoundrels, which is all one, they began to look 
about for me, and not finding me, fufpeded it 
was fome trick put upon them. Being thus dif- 
appointed^ they j^ent to take their fwords, but 
there was no fign of them. It is i.n)pofiible to 
(sxprels what pains the -governor, attended . by 
thi^ yice-rchancellor of, thc.univerfi^^ topk;^that 
;iight;/^Tl^y^jG;arche4 ^^.th^ town to^the very 



beds, (Uttd ^UrtM ^^y catne to ouirs, I v^9 itt 
%ed, with a nightca]^ on, afid elofe coiMred, 
for fear of beitig known, a handle lighted in dile^ 
kand, and a erucifix in the other, with a ihaitt 
l^eft graying by me, and ali the reft of my 
Companions on tbeir knees about the bed. The 
Tice-cbaficellor, with all his officers, eatn^ in,, 
and feeing that fpe<^acle, went out agaif^ fup- 
pofing no fuch prank could be played by any 
there. They made no feareh, but the vice-chan*. 
eeUor prayed by me, and afked whether I was. 
i|ieechlefs ; they anfwered, I was > and fo away 
they went, in defpair of making any dtfcovery. 
The vice-chancellor fwore he would deliver u]^' 
the oSender/ if he could find him ;. and the ga- 
irernor vowed he would hang him^ though hfe 
were the fon^ of a grandee of Spain. I got vtp^ 
Und this prank makes fport at Akalato this very 
day. To avoid being tedious, I omit giving a» 
account of my «obbmg in the open market, a^ 
if it had been on a mountain ; not a box o« 
cafe efcaped me, but I had k home, and kept 
the houfe in fuel all the year ;. and ae for the 
apple-women, Bothing was ever fafe m their 
Italls or Handings, for I had declared perpetual 
war agaiali them, on account of the affront piit 
upon me When I was king at Segovia. I pafi 
by the contributions I raifed on the fieids of 



beans, vineyards, and orchards^ all about that 
part of the couutrj. Thefe and the like prac- 
tices gained me the reputation of a fharpr un- 
lackj felibw among all people. The younj^ 
gentlemen were fo fond of me, that I had fttorce- 
leifure to wait upon Don I>iego^ whom I ho<s 
noured as he deferred, for the great kindnefs h^ 
bore me. 



CHAP. VII. 

How r received News o£ my Father's DeatH, partl^d froim 
Don Diego, and what Courfe o£ Life I relblved on for 
the fixture; 

At length Don Ifiego received a Tetter froni^ 
his father, and with it one for me, from an uncI/& 
of mine, whofie name wa» Albnfo Ramplon, ^ 
man of a viftuous diTpofitioa^ and very well 
known in SegOTia^ as being the finiiher of the- 
law, and for four yeafs laft paft, tlie esecutioA 
of all its determinatfons went through his hands* 
In Ihort, to Ipeak plain, he waa the executioner 
or hangman ; but fuch a clever fellow at his 
bufinefs, that it would not vex a mBXt to b^ 
hanged by faim» he did it to neatly. Thia wor- 
thy perfon wrote to me &om Segovia to Alci^ 
as fosUowa 
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^* My Dear Paul, 

^' The great affairs of this employ- 
*' ment, in which it has pleafed his majefty to 
1' place me, have been- the occaiion of my not 
*• writing to you before ;. for if there be any 
" thing to find fault with in the king's fervice, 
" it is the great trouble and attendance it re<- 
" quires ; which, however, is in fome nxcafure 
" requited by the honour of being his fervant. 
^ It troubles me to be forced to fend you diC-' 
"agreeable news 5 but your father died eight 
" days ago, with as much bravery and refolu- 
" tion as ever man did ; I fpeak of my own 
•* knowledge, as having trufled him up myftlf. 
" The cart became him as well as if it had been 
" a chariot, and all that faw tl^e rope about Ills 
" neck, concluded him as clever a fellow as ever 
" was hanged. He looked up all the way he 
" went at the windows, very much unconcern- 
" ed, courteoufly bowing to all the tradefmcn, 
" that left their Ihops to gaze at him, and turn*' 
*' ed up his whiikers feveral times. He delired 
*' the priefts that went to prepare him for -deaths 
"not to be too e^ger, but to reft and take a 
" breathing time, extolling any remarkable ex- 
" preffions they ufed. Being come to the triple 
** tree,- he ptefently fet his foot on the ladder, 
" and went^ up it nimbly, not creeping on alU 
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'* four as others do ; and perceiving that one of ^ 
*< the rounds of it was cracked through,^he turn* 
** ed to the officers attending, and bid them get 
" it mended for the next that came, becaufe all 
** men had not his fpirit. I cannot exprefs how 
" much his perfon and carriage was applauded. 
'/ At the top of the ladder he fat down, fet his 
'^ clothes handfomely about him, took the rope, 
" and clapped the noofe to his ear, and then per- 
** ceiving the Jefuit was going to preach to him, 
" he turned to him, and faid, Father, I accept of 
^^ the will for the deed, let us have a few flaves 
^^ of a pfalm, and have done quickly, for I hate 
^^ to be tedious. This was done accordingly; he 
" charged me to put on his cap a little to one 
" fide, and to wipe his flaver, which I did ; and 
^* then he fwang, without ihrinking up his legs, 
" or making ugly faces ; but kept fuch fedate- 
** nefs in liis countenance, that it was a pleafure 
''•to behold him.. I quartered him out, and left 
** the feveral parts on the highways; God knows 
'* what a trouble it is to me, to fee him. there 
" daily treating the crows and ravens ; but I - 
'^ fuppofe the paftry cooks hereabouts will foon 
" eafe us of that fad fpedaclc, burning him in 
*' their minced pies, ; I pannot give you a much 
" better account of your mother; for, though-ftill 
*' living, fl^e is a prifoner in the i^quifitioa.at 
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•• Tofedd, becaufe (ha would not let the dctd 
•♦ reft in their graves. They give out, that every 
" ttight Ihe ufed to (klute a great he-goat, kit 
*• fing hitti under the tail. In her houfe were 
^ found stt many arms, legs, and heads, as would 
'* have ftocked a chamd- houfe;. andflie risckon- 

* ed it one of her fmalleft abilities tocountetfeit 
** virgins, and folder cracked maidenheads. They 
•* fay (he wooid fly up a chimney, and ride ftft- 
*^ er upon a bpoom-ftafi; than another can \ipon 
** the beft Andalufian borfe;, I am forry £he dif- 
^ graces us^ all^ and me more particularly, as 
^ being the kfarg^s^ officer, and fuch kindned does 
^ net beeoitte my poft. Bear child, here are 
•• fome goods of your fether^s, that hare been 

* concealed, to the value of four hundred du- 
** eats : I am your uncle, and all I have is yours. 
•• Upon fight hereof,, you may come away hi- 
** ther, for your knowledge in Latin and rhe- 
^ toric, wifi qualify you to make you an exceB- 
** lent hangman. Let me have your^ anfwer 

* fpeedily, and till then God keep you. Sec.** 

i muft confefs, I was much troubled at this^ 
6e(h difgrace, and yet, m fome meafisre, I was 
glad of it^ for the fcandalous lives of parents^ 
make their greateft misfortunes a comfort to their 
children. I went away haftily to Boa Biegp^ 
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who was then reading his father's letter, in which 
he ordered him to leave the univerfity, and re- 
turn home, but not to take me with him, be- 
cause of the account he had received of my un« 
luckinefs. He told me he muft be gone^ and 
how bis father commanded him to part with me^ 
which he was forry for ; and I was fo much 
more. He added, he would recommend me to 
another gentleman, his friend, to ferve bim. I 
fmiled, and anfwered, " Sir, the cafe is altered, 
*^ I have other deiigns in my head, and aim at 
*' greater matters, fo that I muft take another 
•* courfe ; for though hitherto I was at the foot 
^ of the ladder, in order to mount, you muft 
" underftand that my father has got up to the 
" top of it.*' With this I told how bravely ht 
had died, at his full ftretcb; how he was carved 
out, and ferved up as a feaft to the birds of 
the air. That my good uncle the executioner, 
had fent me the whole account, and acquainted 
me with my mammy's confinement; for I cdtild 
be plain with him, becaufe he knew all my pe- 
digree. He feemed to be much concerned, and 
afked how I intended to beftow myfelf* I in- 
formed him with all my refolutions, and fo the 
very next day he went away^for Segovia, very 
melancholy, and I flayed in the houfe, without 
taking the leaft notice of my mbfortime* 1 
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burne^i iho If.rsr, for i^s^t i: might be dropped, 
and f >'r;:-body le^d i:, and began to provide for 
my i'jurney to Segovia, deugning to take pol- 
fcflion of ;vh:i: was my due, and know my kin. 
drcd, that I niight fhun them. 



CHAP. VIII. 

My joiinicy from Akala to Segovia, and what happened by 
l!ic way till I came lo Rcjas, where I lay that Night. 

At length the day came when I left the {\\ect^ 
eft life I have ever known fince. I cannot ex- 
pi'cfs how much it troubled me to leave fo ma« 
iiy friends and dear acquaintance, for they were 
very numerous. I fold what httle I had got un- 
derhand, to bear my charges on the way ; and 
wlih Ionic tricks and fleights of hand, made up 
about i\n:\ crowns, hired a mule, and left my 
loili;iiux. where 1 h.ul nothing to leave behind. 
1 lu* Loi\l :lI;^^c knows what a hue and ciy 
thcro w.i^ .:i*.ci- nu— tho ihoja'iiker roared for 
Jh^- «!'..vs lu' h.A truiieJ me vvi:h; the old 
lKHj;;\.'..jv, ;V^.:^;^.j .;.„ j,.^ wages; the land- 

One cried. My heart 
.:'^ be ;> lerved ; ano- 
'^ - ri^.ii. wna 
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"In fliort, I was fo generally beloved, that I 
left half the town in tears for me when I came 
away, and the other half laughing at thofe that 
bemoaned themfelves. I diverted myfelf with 
thefc thopghts along the road, when having 
paflfed through the town of Torote, I overtook 
a man riding on a he- mule, with a pannel. He 
talked to himfelf very haftily, and was fo wrapt 
in imagination, that he did not perceive me,* 
though I was clofe by his fide. I faluted him/ 
and he returned the courtefy ; then I aiked 
which way he was travelling ; and after a few 
fuch queftions and anfwera had pafled between 
us, began to difcourfe about the Turks coming 
down, and the king's forces. Then he began 
to lay a fcheme for recovering of the Holy 
Land, and the taking of Algiers; by which dif- 
courfe I perceived that he was a politic, project- 
ing madman. We went on with our dialogue 
as became two fcoundrels, and Ikipping from 
one fubje<a to another, fell laft upon Flanders. 
There I hit his vein, for he fetched up a deep 
figh, and fald, " That country has coll me more 
" than it has done the king ; for I havfe been 
" upon a projeft about thefe fourteen years, 
" which were it not impradicable, as it is, 
*^ would have fet all right there long ago." 
" What can that be/' anfwered I, " which is fo 
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^ coaveoient and ufefult and yet at the fame 
** time impradicable, add not to be put in exe« 
" cution." *♦ Who told you/* replied he very 
baftilyt ^ that it cannot be put in execution? 
'* It can be executed, for its being impradicable 
** is another matter ; and were it not for fear of 
** being troublefome, I would tell you what it 
" is ; but it will all oat ; for I defign very fud- 
^ denly to print it, with fome other fmall works 
^ of niine, among which I propofe to the king 
** two feveral methods for recovering Oftcnd.** 
I entreated him to acquaint me with them ; and 
be pulling fome papers out of bis pocket, ihow- 
ed me a draught of the enemy's work$, and of 
ours, and faid, '' Sir, you plainly fee that all this 
** difficulty lies in this inlet of the fea ; now, my 
** contrivance is to fuck it dry with fponges^ 
*' and fo to remove that obftacle." This wild 
notion made me burfl into a loud fit of Jaugh- 
ter, and he looking me eameftly in the face, 
went on, " I never fhowed it to anjr body but 
*• has done the iame as you do, fpr they are aQ 
" mightily pleafed with it/' "Truly," replied 
I, '' it is an extraordinary plealure and iatisfac* 
^ tion to n>e to be acquainted with a defign fo 
*• new and reafonable ; but, Sir, be pleafed to 
" confider, that when you have once fucked up 
^' the water that is in itg'^ the fea will throw in 



^morc." " Tkt fca wili do no fijch thtng.'* 
Rufwered he, " for I have exaoiined it verj nice- 
**lji befides, that I have found out an inven<^ 
^* tion to fink xhe fea twelve fathom all about 
^ there." I>ducft not make any objedion, for 
fear be fliould hy he had a proje£l to draw 
4own the iky to us. In all my days I never 
snet with focb a madman. He told me, that 
Juanelo, a famous engineer, who brought water 
from the river Tagus, up A vaft hill, to ferve the 
cky Toledo, had done nothing ; for he was now 
contri^iing to bring the whole river up to that 
city, A much eafier way ; and when he came to 
explain the method, it was to be by a fpell.; 
pray do but mind whether ever fuch follies 
were heard of in the world ; but he went on, 
and added, '* Yet I do not defign to put this in 
** execution, unle& the king will firfl fettle a 
^^ good eitate upon me, and knight me, for I 
** am capable enough of that honour, becaufe I 
** have good teftimonials of my gentility." This 
rambling wild difcourfe lafled us to Torrejon, 
where be flayed to fee a kinfwoman. I went 
on very well pleafed^ and laughing heartily at 
the projeds he fpent his time ia. 

I had not gone far before I fpied at a di« 
fiance a mule loofe, and a man by her a-foot, 
who looking intg a book, drew fome Uofi^ 9^^ 
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meafured them with a pair of compafles. ' Hfe 
leaped and (kipped about from fide to fide, and 
now and then laying one finger upon the other) 
made feveral extravagant motions. I muft con- 
fefs, that flopping at a good-dtfl:ancc fome time 
to obferve him, I at firft concluded he was a . 
conjurer, and was almoft afraid to go oh. At 
laft I refolved tq venture, and drawing near, he 
fpied me^ fhut his book, and going to mount, 
his foot flipt out of the ftirmp, and he fell. I 
helped him up, and he faid, *• I took not the 
"due proportion in rifing, to make the half 
" circumference of mounting." I did not un- 
derftand what he meant, but prefently guefled 
what he was, for a more extravagant diftrafied 
man was never born of a woman. He afked 
whether I was going to Madrid in a diredl li'^e, 
or took a circumflex road ? Though I did not 
underftand him, yet I a?nfwered, That by cir- 
fcumflex. Next he afls^ed me whofe fword that 
was I had by my fide ? and having anfwered it 
;wa8 mine, he viewed it, and faid, " That bar 
" ought to be longer, to ward off the cuts that 
** are made upon the 'centre of the thrufts:" 
And thus he went oii, fputtering out fuch a 
■parcel of crimp words, that I was fain to afk 
him what his profeflion was ? He told me he 
was a folid roafter of the noble fcience of de- 

4 
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fence, and would make it good upon any ground 
in Spain. I could not forbear laughing, arid 
anfwered, By ray troth, Sir, I rather took you 
for a conjurer, when I faw you defcribing cir-- 
cles, and making fuch antic motions in the field. 
** The reafon of that," replied he, ** was becaufe 
" there occurred to me a thruft in quart, fetch- 
** ing the greater compafs, to engage my adverfa- 
" ry*s fword,and killing him before he can fay his 
" foul is his own, that he may not difcover who 
'* did it ; and I was then reducing of it to ma- 
" thematical rules/' " Is it poflible,*' faid I, 
" that the mathematics fhould be concerned in 
" that affair?" *' Not only the mathematics," 
quoth he, " but divinity, philofophy, mufic, 
*• and phyfic/' " I do not queftion it as to the 
" Ifvft," faid I, " fince that art aims at killing. 
" I>o not make a jeft of it,*' continued he, " for 
" I will now teach you an excellent guard, and 
" at the fame time you (hall lay on the great- 
"cuts, which (hall contain the fpiral lines of 
" the fword." " I do not underftand one word of 
" all you fay," anfwered I. And he again, 
*• W&y, here you have them in this book, which 
"is called. The Wonders of the Sword. It is 
"an excellent one, and contains prodigious 
"'things ; and to convince you of it, at Rejas, 
" Where we fltoll lie to night, you jQiall fee me * 
Vol. h M 
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** perform wonders with two fpits j and you 
" need not queftion, but that whofocvcr reads 
" this book, will kill, as many as he pleafes." 
'* Either that book teaches men how to make 
" plagues/' replied I, *• or it was writ by fome 
" dodor of phyfic." ** What do you mean' by 
** a dodor/' replied he, " he is anextraordinary 
** wife man, and I could find in my heart to fay 
•' more." 

We held on this ridiculous difcourfe till we 
came to Rejas, and went into aii inn ; but as 
we were alighting, he called out to me as loud 
as he could, to be fiire firft to form an obtufe 
angle with my legs, and then reducing them to 
parallel Hnes, to come perpendicularly to the 
ground. The landlord feeing me laugh, did fo 
too, and alked me, '* Whether that gentleman 
"was an Indian, that he fpoke fuch an un- 
" known tongue." I thought I (hould have 
died with laughing between them ; but he prc- 
fently went up to the hoft, and faid, '* Pray, 
" Sir, lend me a couple of fpits to make two or 
•* thrjce angles, and I will reftore them immedi- 
" ately." *• Lord blefs me. Sir/' anfwered the 
hoftt " give me the angles, and my wife will 
" roaft them in a trice, though they are a fort 
" of -birds I never heard the names of before.'' 
" They arc no birds,", replied the other j and 
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turning to me, added, " Pray, Sir, do but ob- 
" ferve the efFeds of ignorance. Let me have 
** the fpits, for I want them only to fence with, 
** and perhaps you will fee me do that to- day, 
" which may be worth more to you than all you 
** have got in your life." In fine, the fpits were 
in ufe, and we were fain to take up with two 
long ladles. Never was any thing fo ridiculous 
feen in this world. He gave a fkip, and faid, 
" This fally gains me more ground, and puts 
" by my adverfary's fword ; now I make my 
" advantage of the remifs motion to kill in the 
•* natural way ; this fhould be a cut, and this a 
" thruft.*' He ^me not within a mile of me, 
but danced round with his ladle ; now I Hand- 
ing dill all the while, all his motions looked as 
if he were fencing with a pot that is boiling 
over the fire. Then he went on, faying, "In 
•* fliort, this is the true art, not like the drunken - 
•• follies of fencing mailers, who underftand no- 
** thing but drinking." The words were fcarce 
out of his mouth, before a great he-mulatto 
ftepped out of the next room, with a pair of 
whiikers like two brufhes, a hat as big as an 
umbrella, a buff-doublet under a loofc coat, 
bandy. legged, hook-nos'd, and with two or 
three fcandalous fears crofs his face, a dagger 
that might have ferved Goliah, and a hanging 

M2 
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look, and faid, ** I am an approved matter, and 
" have my certificate about me, and by this 
•* light ril make an example of any man that 
** dare pre fume to refleft upon fo many brave 
•* fellows as profefs the noble fcience." Seeing 
%ve were like to be in a broil, I ftept in, and 
faid, ** He had not fpoke to him, and therefore 
" he had no occafion to be affronted." " Draw 
•* your fword, if you have ever a one,'^ added 
he, " and let us try who has mod fkill, without 
" playing the fool with ladles." My poor 
wretched companion opened his book, and cried 
aloud, " Here it is, as J fay, in the book, and it 
" is printed by authority ; and Til maintain 
" with the ladle, that all it contains is true ; or 
'* elfe without the ladle, either here, or upon 
" any other ground ; and if any body does not 
** believe it, let us meafure it." This faid, he 
pulled out his compafles, and went on, " This 
" is an obtufe angle." The fencmg-mafter 
drew his dagger, and replied, ** I neither know 
** who is angle, nor who is obtufe ; nor did I 
** ever hear fuch words before ; but I'll cut you 
JJ in pieces with this dagger in my hand." He 
ran at the poor devil, who fled from him amain, 
Ikipping about the houfe, and crying, " He can- 
** not hurt me, for I have gained upon his fword." 
The landlord and I parted '.hem,( with the help 



THE SPANISH SHARPER. 245 

of Other people that came in, though I was 
fcarce able to Hand for laughing. The honeft 
madman was put into his chamber, and I with 
him. We fupped, and all the houfe went tp 
bed. About two of the clock he got up in his 
fhirt, and began to ramble about the room, 
(kipping and fputtering ^ deal of nonfenfe in 
mathematical terms. He waked me, and not 
fo fatisfied, went down to the landlord, to give 
him a light, faying, he had found a fixed objeft 
for the crofs pafs upon the bow. The landlord 
wilhed him at the devil for waking of him; 
but ftill the other tormented him, till he called 
him a madman, and then he came up, and told 
me, if I would rife I Ihould fee the curious fence 
he had found out againfl the Turks and their 
iiniitars, and added, he would go Ihow it to 
the king immediately, becaufe it was very ad- 
vantageous to Chriftendom. By this time it 
was day, we all got up, paid our Ihot, wc recon- 
ciled the madman and the fencing-mafter, and 
went away, faying, That what my companion 
alleged was good in itfelf, but it made more 
men mad than fkilful at their weapon, becaufe 
not one in an hundred underftood the lead part 
of it. 
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CHAP. IX. 

The pleafant Difcourfe I had with a Poet on the Road 6& 
I came to Madrid. 

I HELD on my journey to Madrid, and my mad 
companion took his leave to go another road^ 
when he had gone a little way, he turned back 
very haflily, and calling on me as loud as he 
could, though we were in the field where none 
could hear us, he whifpered in my ear, " Pray, 
•• Sir, let me conjure you, as you hope to live, 

Y not to difcover any of the Aighty fecrets I 

Y have acquainted you with, relating to the art 

V of fencing, but keep them to yourfelf, fince 

V you are a man of a found judgment." I pro- 
jnifcd fo to do ; he went his way again, and I 
fell a laughing at the comical fecret. I travel- 
led about a league without meeting any body, 
and was confidering with m}^felf how difficult a 
:^atter it was for me to tread the paths of virtue 
and honour, fince it was requifite, in the firft 
place, that I Ihould hide the fcandal of my 
parents, and then have fo much worth myfelf, 
as to conceal me from their fliame. I was fo 
fond of thefe, as I fuppofed noble thoughts, that 
1 congratulated myfelf for them, and faid, ** It 
'* will be much more honourable in me, who 
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•* had none to learn virtue from, than in thofe 
"who had it hereditary from their predeceflbrs." 
Thefe thoughts had filled my head, when I 
overtook a very old clergyman riding on a mule 
towards Madrid. We fell into difcourfe, and 
be afked me whence I came? I told him, from 
Alcala. " God's curfe," faid he, ** on fuch bafe 
" people, fince there was not one man of fenfe 
" to be found among them." I aiked him how 
could that be faid of fuch a town, where there 
were fo many learned men? He anfwered,. in 
a great paffion,^ ** Learned ! FU tell you how 
"learned, Sir! I have for thefe fourteen years 
*' laft pad, made all the fongs and ballads, and 
** the verfes for the bedels at Cbriftmaa, in the 
" village of Majalaonda, where I am reader ; 
" a.nd thpfe you call learned men, when I put 
^ Up fome of my works afrk)ng the reft, at the 
^ public ad, took no notice of mine. And that 
** you may be fenfible, good Sir, of the wrong 
** they did me, I will read them to you ; and 
" accordingly he began as follows." 

Come (hepherds, let us dance and play 
On great faint Corpus Chrifli's day ; 
For he comes down to give us thanks, 
For all our kind and loving pra&ks. 
When we have drank and made all even, 
, He flies back again to heaven. 

M 4 
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Wliat he does there I cannot fay, 

Since here with us he will not ftay. 

Come (hephcrds, let us dance and play, &c. 



Having read his admired piece, which was 
too long tb remember any more of it,, he pro- 
ceeded, " Now, Sir, could the very inventor of 
" doggrel himfelf have faid any thing finer than 
** this? Do but confider what a deal of myftciy 
*' there is in that word Shepherds ; it coft me 
** above a month's hard ftudy.'* I could no 
longer contain my felf within bounds, for I was 
ready to burft, apd fo breaking^out into a loud 
fit of laughter, I f^id, "It is moft wonderful; 
•• but I obferve you qall great faint Corpus Cbrifti^ 
•* whereas Carpus Cbri/li is not the name of a 
*' faint, but a feftival inilituted in honour of the 
^' blefled lacrament/' . " That's a. pretty feocy," 
replied he fcoynfuUy, " I'll fhow you him in the 
'' kalendar, and h^ is canonized, and TU lay my 
" head on it^'* I could not contend any more 
with him for laughing at his unaccountable ig« 
norance, but told him, his verfes deferved to be 
highly rewarded, for I had never feen any thing 
more comical in my life. •* No," faid he, 
'• then pray hear a little of a fraall book I have 
** writ in honour of the eleven thoufand virgins. 
** I have compofed fifty ftanzas, of eight verfes 
** each,. to every one of them ; a moft excellent 
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" piece/* For fear of being peftered with fo 
many millions of bis lines, I deilred bimio fhow 
me any thing that was not godly ; and then be 
began to recite a comedy, which had as man/ 
a&s as there are days in a yiear. He told me 
be writ it in two days, and that was the foul 
draught, and might be about half a ream of pa« 
per. The name of it was Noah's Arkj the 
whole reprefented by cocks and mice, afles, 
fozes, and wild boars, like ^fop's fables. I ex* 
tolled both the plot and conduct ; and he a:n* 
fwercd, " I ought not to commend it becaufe it 
•* is my own, but the like was never made in 
" the world, befides tbat it is altogether new ; 
" and if I can but get it afted, there will be 
•' nothing fo fine. All the difficulty lies in 
•' that, for if it were not, could any thing be fo 
" fublime and lofty ; however, I • have contri-^ 
" ved to have it allafted by parrots, jackdaws, 
*' magpies, ftarlings, aiid. all other forts of birds 
" as fpeak, and to bring in monkeys for th6 
" farce." " That indeed will be very cxtraor^ 
" dinary," anfwcred I. ^* All this is nothing," 
replied the old man, " to what I have done for 
** the fake of a woman 1 love ; here are nine 
" hundred and one fonnets, and twelve roun* 
" do's," as if he had been reckoning up pounds 
Ihillings and pence, •* made in praife of my 

Ms 
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•* tniftrcfs*s legs,*' I afked him, whether he had 
ever feen them ? he replied, he had not m verbo 
facerdoiisj but that all his eonceits were by way 
l)f prophecy. Though it was a diverfion to 
hear his nonfenfe, I muft confefs I dreaded fuch 
a multitude of barbarous verfes, and therefore 
endeavoured to turn off the difcourfe another 
way, telling him, I faw hares ; •* Then,*' cried 
he, " I'll begin with one, in which I compare 
^' her legs to that creature.*' Still to bring him 
off that fubjed, I went on, •• Don't you fee that 
?• ftar. Sir, which appears by daylight ?** " As 
*• foon as 1 have done with this,** replied he, •• I 
^^ will read you the thirtieth fonnet, where I 
•* call her a ftar, for you talk as if you were ac- 
•* quainted with my fiincies.** It was fuch a 
vexation to me to find I could name nothing 
but what he had writ fome nonfenfe upon, that 
I was all joy when I perceived we ^rew neat 
Madrid, believing he would then give over for 
fhame; but it proved quite contrary, for^s foon 
as we came into the ftreet, he began to raife his 
Voice, to Ihow what he was. I entreated him 
to forbear, left.if the boys (hould-once get the 
fcent of a poet, all the rotten oranges and cab- 
bage flumps in the town fhould come after us, 
in regard the poets were declared madmen, in 
a i proclamation fet out againft them, by one 
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that had been of the profeflion, but recanted, 
and took up in time/' This put him in a great 
confternation, and he begged me to read it to 
him, if I had it. I promifed him fo to do when 
we came to our lodging ; and accordingly we 
went to one where he ufed to alight, and found 
at leafl a dozen blind ballad-lingers at the door. 
Some knew him by the fcent, and others by his 
voice, and all of them gave him a volley of wel- 
comes. He embraced them all, and then fome 
began to afk him for verfes on the day of judg- 
ment in a lofty bombaftical ftyle, that might 
provoke adion ; others would have commemo* 
rations for the departed ; and fo the reft, every 
one according to his fancy, and giving him 
eight royals a-man earneft. He difmifled them, 
and faid to me, I Ihall make above three hun- 
dred royals of the blind men, and therefore, 
with your leave, Sir, I'll withdraw for awhile 
now, to compofe fome lines, and after dinner 
we will hear the proclamation read, if you pleafe. 
Wretched life ! for none are more miferable ' 
than thofe madmen that get their bread by fuch 
as'^e as mad as themfelves. 

M 6 
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CHAP..X. 

What happened to me at Madrid, my Adventurer with a 
Soldier and a Hermit^ and coming to. piy Unrie'$,i : - 

The poet withdrew awhile to * ftudy proFane- 
nefs and nonfenfe for the blind ballad- fingers, 
till it was dinner-time, which being over, they 
defired to have the proclamation read, and ha- 
ving nothing elfe to do at that time, I drew it 
out, and complied with their defires. I have 
inferted it here, becaufe I reckon it ingeillous, 
and pat to the purpofes mentioned in it* Take 
it as follows : — 

A PROCLAMATION, 

Agatnjl Addle 'headed^ Nuni/kull^ and Water Poets. 
The old verfifier laughed out very heartily 
when he heard this title, and faid, *' I might 
** have had bufineft cut out till to-morrow j I 
" thought this had concerned me, and it is only 
" againft nurafkuU poets/V 1 was mightily plea- 
fed with his conceit, as if he had been a Horace 
or a Virgil : I Ikipped over the preamble, and 
began with the firft article, which was as fol- 
lows : — 

In regard that this fort of vcrmine, called 
Poets, are our neighbours and Chriftians, though 
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wicked ones, and . confidering they fpcnd all 
their days in worfhippingof eyes, mouths, nofes, 
and old jribboQs. and flippers,; befiydes mai>y othier 
abominable iins they are guilty of,' w/e think fit 
to diredt and ordain, that all common halfpenny 
poets be confined together againfl £a(ter»' a^ 
lewd women are wont to be, and that care be 
taken to convince them of their evil pradicef, 
and to convert them; and to this pvurpofe we 
do appoint monaileries of repenting ppets. .; r 

Item^ Obferving the excellive heats and 
droughts in the dog-days, caufed by the abu»- 
dance of funs, and other brighter ftars, created 
and produced by thofe high flying poets, ,wc 
enjoin perpetual filence as to all heavenly bo- 
ings, and appoint two months vacation for the 
mufes, as well as for the law, that they may 
have fome time to recruit and recover the con- 
tinual charge they are at,. 

Item, Jorafmuch as this infernal fetS c^ men, 
condemned to eternal flights,. a§; murderers of. 
good words, and ravifliers of fentences, hjave 
infeded the women with the plague of poetry, 
we declare that^ we, look upon this mifchief 
done them as a fuflici^nt revenge for the da-, 
mage we received from their fex at the begin, 
ning of the world J and to fupply the prefent 
wants and necefiities ithc. world now labours 
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under, we do farther ordain, that all the Ibngs, 
and other vcrfes, made by poets in praife of 
women, be burned like old lace, to take out 
the gold and filver they put into their lady's 
hair and fkins, and that all the oriental pearls, 
rubies, and precious ftones, be picked out of 
them, fince they are fo full of thcfe rich metah 
and jewels. 

Here the old poetafter wis quite out of pa- 
tience, and darting up in a fume, cried, ** They 
•• had even as good rob us of all we have. Pray, 
*• Sir, let us have no more of it, for I defign to 
'•• reverfe that judgment, and remove the caufe, 
•• not to chancery, for that would be a wrong 
" to my coat and dignity, but to the fpiritual 
" court, where I will fpend all I am worth. It 
" would be very pleafant, that I; who am a 
" churchman, fliould put up that wrong. I will 
•* make it appear, that an ecclefiaftical poet*s 
•* verfes are hot liable to that proclamation, and 
" to lofe no time, I will go arid prove it in open 
** court immediately." I could have laughed 
lieartily at him, but for the more expedition, 
becaufe it grew late, I faid to him, " Sir, this 
" proclamation is made only for diverfion, and 
^ is of no force, nor binding, as having no law^ 
*• ful authority/* '^ A vengeance on it,** replied 
the old man, in a great heat, " you (hould have 
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" told me fo much before, Sir, and might have 
•• faved me all this trouble. Do you confider 
** what a thing it is for a man to have a ftock 
^* of eight hundred thoufand fongs and ballads 
" by him, and to hear fuch a decree ? Proceed, 
** Sir, and God forgive you for putting me intd 
•* fuch a fright." Then I went on thu^ : 

Sem^ For that very many, fince they left their 
ancient idolatry of heathen gods and goddefles, 
ftill retaining fome Pagan fuperftitions, are turn-s 
ed (hepherds, which is the caufe that the cattle 
are withered up with drinking nothing but their 
tears, and parched with the fire that continual- 
ly bums in their fouls, and fo charmed with their 
mufic, that they forget to feed ; we do ordain, 
that they quit that employment, and that fuch 
as love fotjtude have hermitages appointed 
them, and the reft to be coachmen and water-^ 
men, becaufe thofe are callings given to much 
mirth and ribaldry. 

" It was fome fcoundrel, cuckoldy, Sodomi* 
^* tical whorefon," cried the mad rhymer, " that 
" contrived this proclamation ; and if I knew 
^* the dog, I would write fuch a fatire upon him, 
V as (hould fret his foul, and all. that read it. 
*• What a pretty figure a fmooth-faced man as 
**' I am would make in a hermitage ? And would 
*^ it be fit for a perfon dignified as reader u> turp 
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••coachman? Enough, Sir, thofe jefts are not 
t6.be bprne with. "I told you before," faid I, 
♦* that thiA'is all a jeft, and as fuch you may 
"iJbeajiit." . This faid, I proceeded. 
iJ^em^^o prevent all wrongs, we do appoint, 
that, for the future, no veffes be imported from 
France or Italy, or other foreign parts, whence 
our poets fteali an4 pretend. to make them tTieir 
oyn ; and thgtwhatfo^ver poet ihall be found 
guUty,of this offence, be obliged to wear good 
clpthea, ^nd to keep himfelf dean, and fweat 
for a weiek at lead. 

Our poet was very well pleafed with this de- 
cree, for he wore a caffock ^that was grey with 
age, and fo* ragged, that it was a wonder he 
could go about without dropping in pieces: 
His gown and other accoutrements were only 
fit to manure the ground, which made me 
fmile ; and I told him. It farther ordained, That 
all women, who fell in love with riiere poets, 
Ihould be reputed as defperate perfons, who 
hang or drown themfelves, and as fuch never 
be buried in hallowed ground. 

And confidering the mighty crop of rounde- 
lays« fonnets, fongs and ballads, thefe overdrank 
years have produced, we do ordain, that all par- 
cels of them, which have efcaped the grocers 
and tobacconifts, as unworthy thofe employ- 
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tnents, be fent to the neceflary houfes, without 
any appeal allowed them. 

To conclude i I came to the laft article which 
runs thus : However, taking it into our pitiful 
confideration, that there are three forts of per- 
fons in the nation fo very miferable, that they 
cannot live without this fort of poets, which arc 
players, blind men, and ballad-fipgers ; we do 
ordain, that there may be fqrae journeymen of 
this profeffion, provided they be licenfed by the 
aldertnen-poets of their wards; with this limi- 
tation, that the players poets (hall not ufe any 
devils or conjurers in their farces, nor conclude 
their comedies in matrimony ; that the blind 
men fhall not iing difmal ftories which happen^* 
ed at Jerufalem or Morocco, nor patch up their 
yerfes with " eak alfo, and well a-day," and the 
like; a)id, that the ballad-fingers ihall no longer 
run upon Sawny and Jocky,nor quibble upon 
words, nor contrive their fongs fo, that altering 
but the names, they may ferve upon all occa* 
lions. To conclude, we command all poets ia 
general to/difcard Jupiter, Venus, Apollo, and 
all the herd of heathen gods and goddefles; on 
pain of having none but them to pray by th^m, 
on their, deathbed. 

All that heard the proclamation read, were 
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highly pleafed, and begged copies of k ; only 
the old poetical reader began to fwear by Iris 
Bible, that it was a fatrre upon him, becaufe of 
what it contained concerning the bKnd men, he 
told us, he knew what he did better than any 
man, and went on, faying, " Do not miftake 
** me, I once lay in the fame houfe with Linnan, 
" and dined feveral times with Efpinel, and was 
" in Madrid, as near Lope de Vega, as to any 
•* man in the room, and have feen Don Alonfo 
•* de ArfiUa a thoufand times, and have a pic^ 
*' ture at hojne of the divine Figueroa, and I 
" bought the old breeches Padilla left off when 
" he became a friar, which I ftill wear, though 
•* bad enough." Thefe were all old Spanifli fa- 
mous poets, with whom he pretended to be thusf 
acquainted, as if the knowledge of them would 
have made his nonfenfe the more tolerable. At 
the fame time he fhowed us the breeches, which 
fet all the company into fuch a fit of laughing, 
that none of them cared to leave the lodging. 
But it was now two of the clock, and being to 
• travel farther, we left Madrid. I took my leave 
of him, though unwillingly enough, and travelled 
on towards the Pafs on the mountains. 

Itpleafed God,to divert me from evilthougbts, 
that I met with a foldier; we fell into difcourfej 
he afked me, whether I came from the court ? 
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I told him I only pafled through the town. 
•* It is fit for nothing elfe/* anfwered the foldier, 
•* it is full of bafe people ; by the Lord, I had 
" rather lie at a fiege up to the waift in fnow, 
•* expeding a kind bullet, and half ftarved, than 
** endure the infblencies they offer a man of ho- 
** nour." I replied, He fhould confider that at 
court there were people of all forts, and that 
they made great account of any perfon of 
worth. He cut me off Ihort, faying in a great 
paflion, " Why, 1 have been this half year at 
" court, fuing for a pair of colours, after twenty 
" campaigns, and having (bed my blood in the 
" king's fervice, as appears by thefe wounds/' 
And at the fame time he (bowed me a fear half 
a quarter long on his groin, which was as plain 
$ bullet as the light of the day ; and two feams 
pn his heels, faying, they had been (hots j but I 
concluded, by fome 1 have of the fame fort, 
that they had been chilblains broken. He pulled 
off his hat to ftiow me his face, where appeared 
a long gafh from ear to ear, and quite acrofs his 
nofe, befides other fmaller cuts, that mgde it 
look like a mathematical draught, all of lines. 
*♦ Thefe," feid he, " I received at Paris, ferving 
* my God and my king, for whom I have had 
•♦ my countenance carved out, and disfigured ; 
^ spd in js^turn, I have received nothing bul 
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** fair words, which are equivalent at prefent to 
'* foul aftions. Let rae entreat you, learned 
" Sir, to read thefe papers ; for by heavens, a 
" more remarkable man, 1 vow to God, never 
** went into the field j" and he fpoke truth, for 
he had marks enough to be known by. '^yith 
this, he began to pull out tin-cafes, and to (how 
me a multitude of papers, which I believed be- 
longed to another, whofe name he bad borrow- 
ed. I read them, and fpoke abundance in bis 
praife, pretending that Caefar and Alexander the 
Great could not compare with him. ^He laid 
hold of what t faid in a pallion, and cried, ** To 
" compare with me; by thus light! no more are 
" Hannibal or Scipio, nor others as great as they* 
'* Damn all they did, there was no cannon in^ 
" their days. The devil take me, Pompey would 
" be a mere chicken now* Pray, Sir, do you 
•• but inquire in the Low Countries, about the 
'* exploit performed by the perfon that wanted 
" a tooth before, and you will hear what they 
" fay of it." Are you the perfon, Sir, faid I ? 
And he replied, •• Why, who do you think' it 
*• was ? Do not you fee here is a breach in my 
** teeth? But let us talk no more of it; for it 
*^ does not become a man to praife himfelf.'^ 
This difcourfe held us along, till we overtook a 
hermit riding on an afs, with a long beard like a 
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brufh, lean, and clad in fackcloth. We faluted 
him as ufual, with the words Deo Gr alias; and 
he .began to extol the corn on the ground, and 
in it the mercies of God, The foldier immedi- 
ately flew out> and faid, " Father, I have feen 
" pikes charged againft me thicker than that 
•* corn ; and I vow to God, I did all that man 
** could do at the facking of Antwerp, that I did 
** by the Lord T* The hermit reproved him for 
fwearing fo much, an^ h& anfwered, " It is a 
" fign you were never a foldier, Father, fince you 
** reprove me for exercifing my calling." It 
made me laugh to hear what he made foldiery 
to confift in, and perceived he was fome fcoun* 
drel, who knew little of that noble profeffion, 
but that infamous part, moil ufed by the fcum 
of thofe that follow it. 

We came at length to the Pafs on the moun- 
tain, the hermit praying all the wfiy on a pair 
of beads fo big^it was a load ; and every bead 
he dropped, founded like a ftroke with. a mallet. 
The foldier compared the rocks to the forts he 
pretended to have feen, obferved >yhat place 
was ftrong, and where the cannon might be 
planted for battery. I had my eyes fixed on 
them both, and was as much afraid of the her- 
mit*8 monftrous beads, as of the foldicrs extra* 
vagant hes. . How jeafily, faid he, would I blow 
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up a great part of this Pafs with gunpowder, and 
do all travellers good fervice. Thus we came 
to Cerecedilla, and went into an inn all three of 
us, after night-fall ; we ordered fupper, though 
it was Friday, and in the meanwhile the hermit 
(aid, " Let us divert ourfelves awhile, for idle- 
" nefs is the fource of all vice, let us play for 
•• prayers ;** and fo faying, he dropped a pack 
of cards out of his fleeve. I could not but laugh 
at that pleafant fight, confidering the great 
beads ; but the foldier cried, ** Let us lovingly 
" play as far as an hundred royals will go 1 have 
*• about me." Being covetous, I faid 1 would 
venture the like fum, and the hermit, rather 
than difoblige, confented, telling us, he had a- 
bout two hundred royals to buy oil for the lamp. 
I muft confefs, I thought to have fucked up all 
his oil, but may the Turk always fuccced as I 
did. We played at Lanikenet, and the beft of 
it was, he pretended he did not underftand the 
game, and made us teach it him. He let us win 
for two deals, but then turned fo fliarp upon us, 
that he left us bare, and became our heir before 
we were dead. The dog palmed upon us fo 
llily, it was a (hame to fee him; would now and 
then let us draw a fingle (lake, and then double 
it upon us. The foldier every card he loft, let 
fly half a fcore. oaths, and twice as many curfes, 
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wrapped up in blafphemies. For my part, I was 
eating my nails, whilft the hermit drew my mo- 
ney to him. He called upon all the faints in 
liieayen, and in fhort left us pennylefs. We 
Would have played on upon fome little pawns, 
but when he had won my fix hundred royals, 
and the foldier's hundred, he faid, That was on- 
ly for paftime, and we were all brethren, and 
therefore he would not meddle any farther. 
^* Do not fwear,'* faid he, " for you fee I have 
•* had good luck, b'ecaufe I prayed to God." We 
believed him, as not knowing the Height he had 
at packing the cards ; and the foldier fwore he 
would never play again, and fo did I. A curfe 
on it, cried the poor enfign, for he then told me 
he was fo, ** I have been among Turks and In- 
^' fidels, but was never fo ftripped.'* The good 
Jiermit laughed at all we faid, and pulled out his 
beads again. Having never a crofs left, I de- 
fired him to treat me at fupper, and pay for our 
lodging till we came to Segovia, fince he had, 
cleared our pockets. He promifed fo to do, de««. 
voured threefcore eggs, the like I n^ever beheld^ 
and faid he would go take his reft. We all lay 
in a great hall among other people, all the rooms 
being taken up before. I lay down very me-, 
lancholy j the foldier called the landlord, and 
gave him charge of his papers in the tin- cafes. 
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and a bundle of tattered (hirts, and fo we went 
to fleep. The hermit madef the fign of the 
crofs, and we blefled ourfelves from him. 

He flept, and I watched, contriving how to 
get his money from him. The foldier talked in 
his fleep about his hundred royals, as if they 
had not been pad retrieving. When it was 
time to rife, he called haftily for a light, which 
was brought, and the landlord gave the foldier 
his bundle, but forgot his papers. The poor 
enfign made the houfe ring, calling for his fer- 
vices. The landlord was amazed, and every 
body prefling that he (hould give them, he ran 
out, and brought three clofe-ftodlsi faying, 
" There is every one one, would you have any 
•* more r" Suppofing we were all taken with a 
loofencfs ; tor in Spanifli, fervices is a polite 
word for a clofe-ftool. This had like to have 
fpoiled all, fpr the foldier got up in his fhirt, 
with his fword in his hand, and ran after the 
landlord, fwearing he would murder him ; be- 
T:!aufe he made a jell of him, who had been at 
the battles of Lepanto, Saint Quintin, and feve- 
ral others, and brought him clofc-ftools inftead 
of the papers he had given him. We all ran 
after, to hold him, and^ little enough, whil ft the 
landlord cried, " Sir, You afked me for fer- 
" vices, I was not bound to know, that in the 
2 
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♦* language of foldicrs, they give that name to 
*• the certificates of their exploits/* At length 
we appeafed them, and returned to our room. 
The hermit fearing the worft^ lay abed, pre- 
tending the fright had done him harm ; how« 
ever, he paid our reckoning, and we fct out to- 
wards the mountain, very much dillurbed at Jiis 
carriage towards us, and much more for that 
we had not been able to get his money from 
him. 

We met a Genoefe, I mean one of thofe 
bankers, who help td drain Spain of all its mo- 
ney. He was going up the mountain, with a 
fervant behind him, an umbrella over his head, 
and much like a rich ufurer. We fell into dif- 
courfe with him, and ftill he turned it to talk 
of money, for they are a people that feem born 
for nothing but the purfe. He prefently fell 
upon Bizanzon, and to argue whether it were 
'convenient or no to put out money to Bizan- 
zon. At lafl the foldier and I afked him, what 
gentleman that was he talked of? He anfwered, 
fmiling, ** It is a town in Italy, where all the 
•* great money-dealers meet, to fettle the ex- 
" change and value of coin." By which we 
underftood that Bizanzon was the great ex« 
change of ufurers. He entertained us on the 
way, telling he was undone, becaufe a bank 
Vol. !• • N 
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was broke, in which he had above fixty thou* 
fand ducats ; and fwore by his confcience to all 
he laid, thdugh I an;i of opinion, that confcience 
among traders is like a maidenhead among 
whores, which they fell, though they have none/ 
Scarce any trader 'has any confcience, for be- 
ing mformed that it has a fting, they leave it 
behind them with the navelftring when they 
come into the world. We held on our conver- 
fation, till we fpied the walls of Segovia, which 
was a great fatisfadtion to me, though the 
thoughts of what I had endured under the 
wicked Cabra, at the ftarving boarding-fchool, 
would have given a check to my joy. When 
1 came to the town, 1 fpied my father waiting 
upon the road, which brought tears to my eyes; 
but I went on, being much altered fince I left 
the place, for I began to have a beard, and was 
well clad. 1 parted from my company, and con- 
fidering who was moft likely to know my uncle 
befides the gallows, I could not ima^ne whom 
to apply myfelf to. I went up and afked feve- 
ral people for Alonfo Ramplon, and nobody 
could give me any tidings of him, every one 
faid he did not know him : I was very glad to 
fmd lo many honeft men in my town. As I 
ftood in a ftudy, I heard the common crier fet 
lip his note, and after him my good uncle play- 
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ing his part. There came a file of bareheaded 
fellows, naked to the waift, before my uncle, 
and he played a tune upon all their J>acks,^gQ* 
ipg from the one to the other. I ftood gaxiog 
at this fight, with a man 1 had been i^quhiiig.of, 
and told him Iwas a perfon of great birth; when 
1 faw my uilcle draw near, and he efpying me, 
ran to embrace me, calling me, nephew. I 
thought I fhould have died for fhame, never 
looked back to take leave 'of the inan I was with, 
but went along with my uncle, who faid to me, 
you may follow till I have done with thefe peo-' 
pie, for we are now upon our return, and you 
fliall dine with me to-day. I being mounted* 
on my mule, and thinking in that gang I fliould 
be but one degree lefs expofed than thofe that 
were whipped, told him I would wait there, 
and ftepped a little afide, fo very much out of 
countenance, that had not the recovery of my 
inheritance depended on him, I would never" 
more have fpoke to him, or been feen in that'' 
place. He concluded his exercife, came back, 
and carried me to his houfe, where I alighted; 
and we dined. ' . . -» 

N 2 
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CHAP. XI. 

The kind Entertainment I had at my Uncte'i^ the Vifite I 
feeeivedy how I recovtred mj labexit^nce, and mancd 

to Madrid. 

My worthy uncle quartered near the ilaughter- 
houfe, at a waterman's houfei we went in, and 
he faid to me, *' My lodging is sot a palace, but 
•* I aflure you, nephew, it (lands conveniently 
** for my bufinefs.'* We went up fuch a pair 
of (lairs, that I longed to be at the top, to know 
whether there was any difference betwixt it and 
the ladder at the gallows. There we came into 
fuch a low room, that we walked about as if we 
bad been all full of courtefy, bowing to one an- 
other. He hung up the cat-of-nine-tails on a 
nail, about which there were others with halters^ 
broad knives, axes, hooks, and other tools be- 
longing to the trade. He afked me, why I did 
not take off my gown and fit down ? I anfwer* 
ed, I did not ufe to do fo. I cannot expre(s 
how much I was out of countenance at my un- 
cl^^s infamous profeflion, who told me, it was 
lucky that I came at fuch a time, for I (hould 
have a good dinner, becaufe he had invited fome 
friends. As we were talkjng, in came one of 
thofe that beg charity at the church-doors for 
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poor families in diftrefs, in a purple gown down 
to his heels, and rattling his quefting box, faid, 
" I have got as much to-day by my diftrefled 
" families, as you have done by the rogues you 
** flogged.'' They made fome grimaces at one 
another, the wiclted queftcr tucked up his long 
robe, difcovering a pair of bandy legs, and can- 
vals breeches, and began to (hift about, afking, 
whether Clement was come? My uncle told 
him, he was not, when at the fame time in came 
an osJC'threftier, I mean a fwineherd, wrapped 
up in a clout, with a pair of wooden* (hoes on. 
I knew him by his horn he had in his hand, 
which had been more fafhionable, had it been 
Upon his head. He faluted us after his man- 
aer, and next to him it came a left-handed 
fquinting Mulatto^ with a hat that had brin)is 
like an umbrella^ and a crown like a fugar.loaf; 
his fword as much iron about it as would have 
fet up a fmith's ihop ; a buff-doublet ; his face 
as full of fears, as if it had been made of patches 
ditched together. He fat down, faluting all the 
t:ampany;and faid to my uncle, ** By my troth, 
^ AJonfo, Flat Nofe and Snaffle have been well 
*^ mauled to-day/* Up darted the quefter, and 
cried, ^* 1 gave FiechiUa, the executioner of 
^ Ocana, four ducats, to put on the afs apace, 
^ and {day with a (lender cat-of nine«tails, when 

N3 
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" I wa« fly-flaped there. By the Lord,'* quoth 

the Mulatto, '* I was too kind to the dog Lo- 

•• brezno at Murcia, for the afs went a , fnaiPs 

*• gallop all the way, and the rogue laid them 

" on fo, that my back was all weals. My back 

" has his maidenhead ftill/* faid the fwineherd. 

•• Every dog has his day," anfwered the quefter. 

" I muft fay that for myfelf," quoth my good 

uncle, " that of ^11 whipfters I am the man, who 

" am true and trufty to thofe that befpeak me ; 

: •* thefe to-day gave me five crowos, and they 

" had a parcel of friendly lafhes with the finglc 

** cat-of-nine- tails/*- I was fo rnuch out of coun- 

r-ten'ance, to fee what good company my uncle 

kept, that my blulhes betrayed me, and the 

. Mulatto perceiving it^ faid, ** Is this reverend 

" gentleihan the pecfcai that fuffered the other 

"day, »nd had a certain number of ftripes given 

L **. hiip," I anfwieredt^ •* I was none of thofe that 

:" fuffered as they had done." With this my 

' uncle ftarted up, and faid, " This is my nephew, 

** a graduate at Alcala, and a great fcholar;" 

They begged my pardon, and raa4e tenders of 

great friendftiip. . 

I was quite mad to eat my dinner, receive 
what was due, and get as far asl c^uld from my 
uncle. The cloth :was laid* and the meat drawn 
up in ati old hat» as they draw up th^e a}ms.ihat 
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is given in prifons. It was diftied up in broken 
platterSy and pieces of old crocks and pans, be- 
ing drefTed in a (linking cellar, which was ilill 
more plague and confufion to me. They fat 
down, the quefter at the upper end, and the reft 
as it fell out. I will not tell what we eat, but 
only that they were all dainties to encourage 
drinking. The Mulatto, in a trice, poured down 
three pints of pure red. The fwineherd feeing 
the cup ftand at me, ftill whipt it off, pledging 
more healths than we fpoke words; no man 
called for water, or fo much as thought of it. 
Five good minced pies were ferved up ; they 
took off the upper crufts, filled them with wine, 
and then faid a ihort prayer for the foul to whom 
the fleih belonged. Then faid my uncle, *' You 
** remember, nephew, what I wrote to you about 
/* your father, it now comes afrefh into my 
." mind." They all eat, but I took up with only 
the bottoms, and ever fince then I have rietain- 
ed the cuftom of faying a prayer for the foul de- 
parted, when I eat minced pies. The pots went 
round without ceafing, and the ^Mulatto and 
the quefter plied it fo hard, that a difh of fcurvy 
faufage3, looking like fingers of blacks cut off, 
being fet upon the table, one of them a&e^ 
what they meant by ferving up drefled charcoal? 
My uncle, by this time, was in fuch a condi^ 

N4 
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tion, up to the throat in wine, with one eye at. 
mod out, and the other half drowned, that lay- 
ing hold of one of the faufages, in a hoarfe and 
uncouth tone, he faid, '* By this bread, which 
'* is God's creature, made to his own image and 
" likenefs, I never eat better black meat, ne- 
" phew." It made me laugh with one fide of 
my mouth, and fret with the other, to fee the 
Mulatto, ftretching out his hand, lay hold of the 
fait, and cry, " This pottage is hot;" and at the 
fan e time, the fwineherd took a whole handful 
of fait, and clapping it into his mouth, fay, 
•* This is a pretty provocative for drinking." 
After all this medley, there came fome foup, fo 
orderly was our entertainment. The queftet 
laying hold of a porringer with both band8,cried, 
«« God's bleffing on cleanlineft ;" and inftead of 
clapping of it to his mouth, laid it to his chedc, 
where he poured it down, fcalding lus face, and 
waihing himfelf in greafe from head to foot, in 
amoft (hameful manner: Being in this miferable 
plight, he tried to get up, but his head being 
too heavy, he was fain to reft with both his 
hands upon the table, which was only a board 
fet upon two treflels, fo that it overturned and 
greafed all the reft, and then he cried, That the 
fwineherd had puftied him. The fwineherd fee- 
ing the other fall upon him, fcrambled up, and 



Itying hold of his horn trumpet, heat it about 
hit cars. They grappled and dung To clofc to- 
gether that the quefter fet his teeth in the fwine- 
herd's cbedc, and both of them rolling on the 
ground, made fuch a wambling in the fwinc- 
herd*8 belly, that he caft up all he had eat and 
drank in the quefter's face. My uncle, who was 
the fobereft of all the company, aiked how fo 
many clergy nven had come into his houfe? Per- 
ceiving that they all looked through multiply- 
ing glall&s, I parted the two* combatants, made 
them friends, and helped up the Mulatto, who 
lay on the ground maudlin^ drunk, and weeping 
bitterly. 1 laid my uncle od; his bed, who made 
a low bow to a tall wooden candleftick he had, 
thinking it had been one of his guefts. Next 
I took away the fwineherd*$ horn, but there was 
no filencing him aft<ir all the reft were aileep, 
he was ftill calling for his horn, and laid, " No 
^ man ever could phly nnore tunes on it, and 
" he would now imitate the organs.** 

In Ihort, I never left them till they were all 
fad aHeep; then I went abroad, and fpent the 
afternoon in feeiflg the town ; pafled by Gabra*s 
houfe, and heard he was dead, hut neyet afked 
-of what diftemper, iuiowing he cduld die of 
none as long as it was poffible to ftanrc. At 
-fiight I returaed^-bome, full four hours after I 
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had gone out, and found one of the company 
awake, crawling about the room on all-four tpi 
find the door, and complaining he had loft the 
houfe : I raifed him up, and let the reft fleep 
till eleven at night, when they awaked of them- 
felves, ftretching and yawning. One of them 
aflced, *' What a clock it was ?" The fwine- 
• hord, who had not laid half his fumes, anfwered, 
** It was ftill the he it of t e day, and the weather 
" very fultry." The quefter, as well as he could 
fpeak, afked for his cloak, faying, " The di- 
'^ ftrefied 'families had been long negleded, the 
" whole care of them lying upon his hands ;'* 
and thinking to go to the door, he went to the 
window, where feeing the ftars, he cried out to 
,the others, telling them, " That the Iky was 
*' full of ftars at noonday, and there was a 
** mighty eclipfc." They all blefled themfelves, 
and killed the floor. - Having obferved the vil- 
;Iany pfir^he .quefter, I.* was much fcandalized, 
and refolved to take heed of that fort of- men. 
The fight of all thefe abominable pradlices 
made me tho. nxore impatient to be ampnggeiv- 
tlemen and perfon^ of worth. I got them all 
^^way one. by one, the bed I could, and put my 
uncle tp/^ed, who, though not foxed, was drunk 
enough, and made thej^eft ftiift I could myfelf, 
'\;i[itb;my,;OWA; clothes, and feme pf the poor dfh 
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parted fouls that lay about the room. Thus we 
pafled the night, and in the morning I difcour- 
fed my uncle about feeing my inheritance, and 
taking poflefEon of it, telling him I was quite 
tired, and knew not with what. He ftrctched 
himfelf, got up ; we had much talk concerning 
my affairs, and I had enough to do with Him, 
be was fo uncouth and dull. At length I pre- 
vailed with him to difcover to me part of my 
inheritance, though not all ; and fo he told me 
of three hundred ducats my worthy father had , 
got by fleight of hand, and left them in cuftody 
of a virtuous woman, that was the receiver of 
all that was dole for teji leagues round th6 
country. To be fhort, I received and put up 
my money, which my uncle had not yet drank 
out, nor confumed ; and that was very much, 
confidering he was fiich a brutal man ; but the 
reafon was, he thought it would ferve me to 
take my degrees^ and, with a little learning, I 
might come to be a cardinal, which to him 
feemed no difficult matter. When he under- 
ftood I had the money, he faid to me, ^ Mf 
" child, Paul, it will be your own fault if you 
*^ do not thrive, and are not a good man, fince 
" you have a good example before you. You 
" have got money, and I will always be your 
" friend, for all I have and all I earn is yours.*' 

N6 ' 
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I returned him thanks for his kind ofibrs ; we 
i|>ent the day in extravagant talk» and m re- 
turning the vifits to the aforefaid perfons. They 
Averted the afternoon playing at alt-fours, the 
fame company, my uncle, the fwineherd, and 
the quefter, this lad fquandering the money of 
the poor at a villanous rate. It was wonder- 
ful to fee how dexterous they were at it» and ftill 
every game there was fb much wet, for the pot 
ftood continually leady before them.. Night 
came on, the gueds went away, and my uncle 
and I to bed, for he bad now got me a quilt. 
When it was day, I got up before be was awake, 
and went away, without bemg perceived,, to an 
inn, locking the door on the outfide, and thruft^ 
ing in the key at a cranny. I west away, as^ 
I have faid, to an inn, to hide mylelf, and wait 
the next opportunity to go to Madrid^ i left 
him a letter fealed wp^ in the room,, wherein I 
gave an account of my departure, and the rea« 
fons that moved me fo to do, defiring he would 
make no inquiry after me, for I would never fee 
him more. 
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CHAP. XIL 

MyDeptrture from Segovk, and Journey to Madrid, wit& 
whit luppenod to me by the Way. 

A CARRIER was fctting out that morning from 
the inn for Madrid, he had a fpare afs, which I 
hired, and went before to cxpc(Jl him without 
the city gate. He came accordingly ; I mount- 
ed, and began my journey, and faid to myfelf,. 
•* Farewell to thee for ever, thou inave of anr 
" uncle, difhonour of our family, heUifti finifh* 
^ er of the taw.'* I confidered I was going to 
Madrid, the court of Spain', where, to my great 
fetisfadion, nobody knew me, and there I 
muft truft ta my ingenuity. The firft thing I 
refolved to do was to lay afide my fcholar's ha- 
bit, and clothe myfelf in the fafliion. But let 
us return to my uncle, who was in a great rage 
at the letter I left him^ which was to this^ 
effeft : 

Mr, Alonso Rawtploit, 

'^ Since it has pleafed God to (how 
** me fuch lignal mercies, as to take away my 
♦• good father, and to order my mother to b« 
«< conreyed to Toledo, where I know the beft 
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'* that can come of her is to vanifh away in 
** fmoke ; all I could wi(h for at prefent would 
" be to fee you ferved as you ferve others. I 
^ defign to be lingular in my family » for I can 
^ never make more than one, unlefs I fall under 
** your hands, and you carve me up as you do 
•• others. Do not inquire after me, for it be- 
•* hoves me to deny the kindred that is between 
" us. Serve God and the King.'* 

It is impoffible to exprefs how in all likeli- 
hood he railed and fwore at me ; but let us 
leave him there, and return to my journey. I 
was mounted, like Sancho Pancha, on a ftately 
dapple afs, and wifhed with all my heart that I . 
might meet nobody ; when on ^ fudden I dif- 
covered, at a diftance, an underling fort of a 
gentleman, with his cloak hanging on his fhouU 
ders, his fword by his fide, clofe breeches, aod 
bdpts on, altogether, to outward appearance, 
genteel enough, with a clean ftarched band, 
and his hat on one fide, like a ballad-finger. I 
conceived he was fome man of quality that waa 
walking, and had left his coach behind him ; 
jMid accordingly, when I came up, faluted him. 
He viewed nie,* and faid, *' It is very likely, 
•* good Sir, that you travel much. more ealy oii 
••that a& than I do with all my equipage/* 
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Imagining be had meant his coach and fervants 
he left behind, I anfwered, " In troth, Sir, I rec- 
" kon it more eafy traveUing than in a coach, 
*• for though there is no difpute but you go very 
eafily in that you have left behind you, yet the 
** jolting of it is troublefome.*' " What coach 
*' behind ?'* replied he, in a great confternation ; 
and turning (hort to look about him, the fud« 
den motion made his breeches drop down, for 
it broke only one point he had to hold them 
up ; and though he faw me ready to buril with 
laughing, he alked to borrow one of me. Per- 
ceiving he. had no more (hirt than would come 
within the waiftband of his breeches, and fcarce 
* reach to acquaint his breech he had any, I re- 
plied, " As 1 hope for mercy, Sir, you had beft 
*^ wait till your fervants come up, . for I cannot 
** poffibly affift you, having bm one fingle point 
** to hold up my own- breeches." , '* if you are 
** in jeft. Sir/: quoth he, holding his breeches in 
his hands, ** lei it pafs, for I. do not underftaiid 
•* what you mean by fervants.*^.. Wi^h this he 
went on, and was fo pl^in-in .letting xot know 
he was poor^ that before we had gode half a 
league together^rhe Owned he fhould tnever be 
abli tii get to Mddridr; tinlefs 1 would let. faim 
ride upi^n day- afs awhile^ ;hiQ was fd:.tit*£)d with 
W!^lj^n^ WH^^his^K^e^hegij ih bto ;h^ii]U^,iwhicb 
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morti me to eompafflon, and I aligbtfd. 1^ 
was fo encumbered with bis breeches, that I was 
fain to help bim up, and was much fixrpnftd at 
what 1 difcovered by my feeling; for btllind, as 
far as was covered with the cloak, the buttocks 
bad no other fence agaiuft the eyes and the ain 
He being fenfible of the difcovery I had made, 
wry difcrcetly prevented what reflection I might 
make, £iying, '* All is not gold that glitters, re- 
•• verend Sir,"" giving me that title on account 
of my long fcholar's robe y " no doubt but when 
•• you faw my fine ilarehed band, and the fliow 
•* i made, you fancied I wa» the Lord knows 
^ who. Little do you think how many fine 
•• oatfides are as bare within as- what you* felt.**" 
I aiTured him upon my word that I had conceit- 
ed much different matters from^ what I found. 
" Why then, Sir,**^ replied he, " let me tell you, 
*• all you have Teen as yet is nothing, for every 
*' thm^ ttbowt me is remarkable, and no part of 
•* me is truly ckd. Such as you fee me, I am a 
^ real fubftantial gentleman, of a good family^ 
**^ and knowti^^ feat on the mountains ; and could 
-^* I but feed tny body as I keep tny feat and 
-** gentility, 1 (houid be a happy mao. But a& 
•• the workl goes, good Sir, there is no keeping 
^ up noble Uood without bread and meat, and, 
*' God be pc«ii&d, it runs red in every maa^s 
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* reins ; nor can he be a worthy perfon who h 
'* worth nothing. I am now convinced of the 
•* value of a good pedigree, for being ready to 
" ftarvc one day, they would not give a chop 
•* of mutton in the cookVfhop for mine ; and 
•* y«t it is flourifhed with gold letters, but the 
^ leaf gold on pills is more valuable, and few 
•• men of letters have any gold. I have fold 
" all to my very burial-place, that nothing may 
" be called mine when I am dead, for my fa- 
**ther Toribio Rodriguez Ballejo Gomez de' 
*• Ampuero Jordan loft all he had in the world 
•• by being bound for others. I have nothing 
'< now left to fell but the title of Don, and I am 
^ fo unfortunate, that I can find nobody that 
«« has occafion for it, b6caufe there is fcarce a 
^» fcoundrel now but ufurps it.** Though the 
poor gentleman's misfortunes were intermixed 
ivith fomething that was comical, I could not 
but pity him, aflced his name, whither he was 
going, and what to do ? He anfwered with all 
bis father's names, Don Toribio Rodriguez Bal- 
lejo Gomez de Ampuero Jordan. Never did I 
hear fuch an empty founding jingling name, or 
fo like the chattering of a bell, as beginning in 
Don, and ending in dan. He added, he was 
going to Madrid, becaufe a threadbare elder 
brother, as he was, foon grew tainted and mouL 
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dy in a country town, and had no way to fub- 
fift ; and therefore he was going to the com- 
mon refuge of diftrefled perfons, where there is 
room for all, and open houfe kept for wander- 
ing fpongers : And I never want five or fix 
crowns in my pocket, faid he, as foon qs I come 
thither, nor a good bed, meat, and drink, and 
foraetimes a forbidden pleafure ; for a good wit 
at court is like the philofopher's ftone, which 
converts all it touches into gold. This to me 
was the mod welcome news I had ever heard ; 
and therefore, as it were to divert the tediouC- 
nefs of our journey, I defired him to inform me 
how, and by whom, he, and others in his con- 
dition, could live at court, for to me it appear^ 
^d a very difficult matter, becaufe every one 
there feemed fo far from being contented with 
his own, that he aimed at what belonged to 
others, " There are many of all forts," replied 
my fpark, " but flattery is like a matter- key, 
" which introduces a man wherefoever he plea- 
** fes, in fuch great places ; and that you may 
" not think ftrange of what I fay, do but liften 
" to my adventures and contrivances, and you 
•♦ will be convinced of the truth of it/' 
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CHAP. XIII. 

The Threadbare Gentleman; by the Way, according to Pro- 
mife,' giye9 an Account of his Ufe and A6kions. 

•* The firft thing you are to obferve, is, that at 

^' court there are always the wifefl and the weak- 

" eft, the richeft and the pooreft, and the cx- 

** tremes of all other forts. There the virtuous 

*^are concealed, and the wicked not taken no- 

" tice of;, and there live a. fort of people like 

" myfelf, who are not known to have any eftates, 

^ •* real or perfonal, nor does it appear whence 

•• they came, or how they live. Among our- 

**. felves. we are diftinguifhed by feveral names, 

•* fome are called gentlemen-mumpers, othets 

'* fharpcrs, others' pincbguts, others barebones, 

^i and others commoners ; but in general, we 

" live by our wits. For the moft part, we cheat 

** our guts of their due, for it is a very danger- 

: ^^ ous and troublefome thing to live upon othefi, 

** We are mere . fcarecrows at all good tableis, 

, " the terror of cook-fliops, and always unbidden 

: V and unwelcome guefts, hving like chamelions 

:" by the air, and yet never contented. When 

f " we happen 16 dine upon a leek, we ftrut and 

it* Ifiok as big as if ftufied with capon* Whd- 
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*' focver comes to vifit us, never fkils to find 
**' mutton and fowl bones, and parings of fruit 
«< about the boufe, and the doors flrewed with 
'^ feathers and ^oung cony fldus ; all which 
'' we pick up over- night, ab6ut the ftreets, to 
'* credit us the next daj. As foon as the friend 
" comes in, we fall into a paifion, and cry, It is 
'* a ilrange thing that I can never make this 
" maid fweep the room in time* Good Sir, ex- 
*' cufe me, for I have had fome friends at din- 
^* ner, and thefe fervants never mind their bufi* 
** nefs, 6^c, Such as do not know us, believe it, 
^' and think we have had an entertainment. 
** Next, as for dining at other men's houfei, 
" whenfoever we have fpoke but three words 
** with a man, we take care to know where be 
^* lives, thither we are fure to make jufl at eat« 
** ing-time, when we know he is at table ; we 
** tell him, his converfation has fo charmed us, 
** that we arc not able to keep away, for he is 
** the moft taking perfon in the world. If he 
'* aiks whether we have dined, and they have 
*' not yet begun, we anfwer in the negative. If 
•• they invite us, we never ftay to be a(ked twice^ 
** becaufe thofe ceremooies have often made Ua 
" go with hungry bellies. If they have begun 
" to eat, we fay we have dined, and then, tbougb 
^ the msk&tx of the houfe carves up his fowl«t ttr 
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** ariT" joiat of meat never fo dexteroufl)^, that we 
^ may have the opportunity of chopping up a 
" mouthful or two, we cry, By your leave. Sir, 
** pray let me have the honour of being your 
•• carver, for I remember, naming fome duke or 
*^ earl that is dead, God reft his foul« ufed to 
*^ take more delight in feeing me carve, than in 
-•* eating. This faid, we lay bold of the knife, 
*' cut out curious bits, and fay, How delicatelj 
*' it fmells ! It would be an affront to the cook 
'^ not to tafte it, what a delicate hand (he has at 
*^ feafoning ! With this we Tall on, and down 
** goes half the meat in the difh for a tafte. If 
•* there be bacon, we call it our delight; if mut- 
^* ton, the only thing we love j if but a turnip, 
" an excellent nlorfel ; and fo every thing that 
*• comes in our way, is ever the thing we moA 
•* admire. If all this fails, we are fure of the 
" alms of fome monaftery ; which we do not rc- 
" ceive in public among the beggars, but pri- 
*' vately, endeavouring to perfuade the friars, 
" that we rather take it out of devotion, than 
*' for want. 

'* It is pleafant enough to fee one of us in a 
** gaming- houfe, how diligently he attends, fnufis 
** the candles, reaches the chamberpots, fetches 
''cards, applauds all the winner fays, and all 
^< this for a poor royal or two he gives fainu We 
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" carry in our mind the whole inventory of oar * 
" wardrobe orraglhop,in order to drefs us; and 
" as in fomc places they obferve fet times for 
" prayer, fo do we for mending and botching. 
" It is wonderful to fee what variety of rubbifti ' 
"we lay up, and produce upon occafion. We 
** look upon the fun as our mortal enemy, be- ' 
** caufe he difcovers our darns, flitches, and 
*• patches ; and yet are forced to be beholding 
*'to him, {landing up with our legs wide open 
•''in the morninig where he fhines in, to difcover 
" by the (hadows on the ground, what flireds or 
" rags hang between our legs, and then with a 
** pair of fciflars we trim the breeches. Now 
" that part betwixt the thighs being fo apt to 
*' yirear, it is very odd to obferve what gaps we 
" make behind to fill up the forepart, fo that 
" very often the pofteriors are hacked away, till 
" they remain quite naked. Only the cloak is 
" privy to this fecret, and therefore we are very 
*', cautious of windy days, and of going up flairs 
" that are light, or mounting a-horfeback. We 
** make it dur bufinefs to ftudy poftures againft 
" the light ; and if it prove a very bright day, 
" we walk with our legs as clofe as may be, and 
" fit as if our knees were clung together, for 
** fear left we open them the gaflies may ap- 
** pear. There is nothing about us, but what 
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" has been another thing before, and may have 
" a particular hiftory writ of it ; as for inftance, 
" you fee this waiftcoat, Sir, it was once a pair 
" of wide kneed breeches, grandchild to a fliort 
" cloak, and great grandchild to a long moum- 
" er's cloak, which was its firft parent, and now 
" it waits to be converted into footing for 
" ftockings, and forty other things. Our focks 
" were once handkerchiefs, defcended from 
** towels, which had been Ihirts, and thofe the 
" iflue of fheets ; after all this, they are made 
" into paper, on which we write, and at laft, 
" burn to make blacking for our (hoes, where I 
" have feen it perform wonders, recovering many 
" a pair that was condemned as only fit for the 
** dunghill. At night we never fail to get at 
•* the greateft diftance we can from the light,' 
** for fear of difcovering our threadbare cloaks, 
*• and woollefs coats, for there is no more knap 
" on them than is upon a ftone ; and though it 
" pleafes God to give us hair on our faces, we 
*• have none on our clothes ; and therefore to 
" fave the expence of a barber) we always con«» 
" trive to flay till two of us want triming toge- 
" ther, and then we fcrape one another, foUow- 
" ing the advice of the gofpel, * Be helpful to 
" one another like loving brethren.' Befides, 
" we always take care not to intrude into the 
4 
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*' houfes of Others, for every one keeps his owd, 
** and timely notice is given to avoid conten- 
*' tion, being very jealous in the point of eating. 
** It is an indifpenfable duty among us to ride 
^' about all the great noted ftreets oace a quar« 
^* ter, though it be on a colt, and once a-year 
** to go in a coach, when we are fure to fit as 
** clofe to the door as poffible, thrufting out our 
" heads, bowing to all that pafs by to be feen, 
** and talking to our friends and acquaintance, 
'' though they do not fee or mind us. If any 
•* unmannerly creature happens to bit? us be- 
*^ fore ladies, we have ways to fcratcb in public, 
•• without being taken notice of; for if it hap- 
•• pens-to be on the thigh, we tell a ftory of a 
" foldier we faw had a fhot through there, clap- 
*• ping our fingers on the place that itches, and 
•* clawing inftead of pointing. If it is in the 
<* church, and they ftiog on our breads, we beat 
•' them by way of devotion, though it be at a 
" chriftening ; for the back, we lean againft a 
*' pillar or wall, and rub it there, as if we only 
•• ftood up to obferve fomething. To deal in- 
" genuoufly, as to the matter of lying, not one 
" word of truth ever comes out of our mouths. 
" In all companies we run over a bead-roll of 
*' dukes and earls, making fome of them our 
** friends, and others our relations, always ob* 
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" ferving that thofe great men muft be either 
*♦ dead, or very remote. The beft of all is, that 
" we never fall in love, unlefs it be to earn our 
*• bread ; for by our conftitutions, coy ladies, 
" though never fo beautiful, are abfplutely for- 
** bidden ; fo that we ever court a tripemaa 
•• for our meat, the landlady for our lodging, 
^> the ftarcher for our band, and other necefla- 
** ries ; and though fuch flender diet makes us 
" unfit to fatisfy them all, yet we keep them in 
** good humour : Will any body that fees the 
*' boots on my legs believe they are upon the 
" bare Ikin, without any (lockings ? Or will any 
** one that fees my curious ftarched band ima- 
** gine I have no Ihirt ? Let me tell you, Sir, a 
" gentleman may make a Ihift without thofe 
" things, but there is no living for him without 
" a fet ftarched band. This is an outward orna- 
" ment, altogether neceflary to grace a man ; 
** and befides, when he has turned it, and wound 
" it every way, the ftarch in it will make him a 
" mefs as good as watergruel. In ftiort, reve- 
" rend Sir, a gentleman of our ftamp muft go 
" through all forts of wants and hardftiips, and 
** that is the way to live at court. Sometimes 
" he flourifhes and rolls in plenty, and at ano- 
" ther time he falls into an hofpital ; but ftill he 
VoL.L O 
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*' lives ; and he who know? how to manage is a 
•' king, though he has neycr fa little." 

I was fo well pleafed with the fpark's unac 
countable ways of living, and fo much diverted 
with his relation, that I went on afoot as far as 
Roias, without reQeding where we lay that 
night. The Tquire fupped with me, for he had 
not one crofs, and I thought myfelf beholden 
to him for his inftrudions, becaufe they led me 
into abundance of fecrets, and put me into the 
way of (harping. I acquainted him with my 
defigns before we went to bed, which he re- 
turned with a thoufand embraces, telling me, 
he had always been in hopes (ince he met me 
that his words would work fome good effedl on 
a perfon of my capacity. He offered me his 
fervice towards introducing me at Madrid into 
the fociety of the tricking brotherhood, and a 
lodging among them. I accepted of his kind- 
nefs, without difcovering I had fuch a treafure 
of ducats, but only an hundred royals, which^ 
with the kindnefs I had done, and was fliil con- 
tinuing, purchafed his friendfhip. I bought him 
three points of our landlord ; he tied up his hofe, 
we refted that night, got up early in the morn- 
ing, and away we went to Madrid. 

END OF THE SECOND VOLUME. 
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